
Phone: 202-898-1688                 Fax: 202-789-1148   
                          Email: almas-shriners@verizon.net                      Website: almasshriners.org

almas alibi
        volume 84                                                                   Number 3 - April  2009

Illustrious Sir Donald R. Ferguson, Sr. 
and the Easter Egg Patrol.
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  P
otentate’s    M

essage  

Nobles and Ladies,

Spring is in the air. Birds are start-
ing to sing and flowers are starting to 
bloom. This is a wonderful time of 
year. This is the time of year that we 
can cure that cabin fever and get out 
and enjoy some fresh air.  

On March 14th we held a Hospital 
Screening Clinic at St. Ann’s Catholic 
Church. I want to thank Illustrious 
Sir Anthony S. Murray for the hard 
work he put into making the clinic a 
success. We even got recognition in 
the Washington Times. I would also 
like to thank Dr. Z Chris and his lady 
for volunteering their time for the 
patients. I would also like to thank Rt. 
Rev. Monsignor Mosley for allowing 
us to use St. Ann’s Catholic Church.

On March 17th I was able to in-
stall the new officers that will lead the 
Screwballs Club this year. Congratu-
lations to Noble Paul Friedlander for 
being installed as President. I know 
that you will have a fun and exciting 
year. 

On March 20th I had the honor 
of being presented with can tabs 
by Adrienne Gordon at the Annual 
Session of the Rainbow Assembly 
of Maryland held in Towson, Mary-
land. Thanks to Adrienne for picking 
Philadelphia Hospital as her charity 

this year. Also, congratulations on a 
successful year.

On March 21st Samla Temple 
#51 held their Installation of Offi-
cers. Congratulations go out to Diana 
Dodd and the rest of her Officers. I 
look forward to working closely with 
Samla Temple this year.

 
On March 22nd the Northwest 

Shrine Club held their annual Bull 
and Oyster Roast. It was once again a 
big success. Thanks go out to Cloyd 
Bittner and the rest of his committee 
for the hard work that goes into mak-
ing the event a huge success. I know 
that he is already starting to work on 
next year.

On April 4th the Almas Klowns 
are once again participating in the 
Cherry Blossom parade. I would like 
to see as many of you as possible 
come out and support our Klowns. I 
know that they would appreciate the 
support.

On April 23rd thru the 25th MASA 
will be held at the Holiday Inn in 
Roslyn, VA. Illustrious Sir Wil-
liam Lanham and Lady Nancy have 
worked very hard in preparation for 
this weekend. I know that they will 
be very excited to see as many of you 
that can participate in this weekend. 

On April 25th the Potentate’s 
Ball will be held. We would love 
to see as many of you as possible 
on this evening. The Imperial Sir 
Douglas Maxwell and Lady Patricia 
will also be with us on this evening. 
Come out and celebrate with us.

I look forward to visiting with 
you,

Yours in the Faith, 
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Almas Temple Business Meeting

1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Temple Business Meeting

April 30, 2009
Petitions

7:30 PM Meeting

Wear you fez. Your 2009 dues card is required for admittance to all 
Business Meetings.

Attest
Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.

Potentate

Attest
George E. Whetzel

Recorder

Almas Yacht Club

Time is going by so fast. Several from 
the Yacht Club took our own Shake-
down Cruise to the Caribbean.

The Bodies, the Bridegums, Pat Bur-
rows, the Evans, the Hollidays and the 
Whitcombs went out of Tampa on a 
cruise ship to Cozumel, the Caymans, 
Belize and Routan Island. The weather 
was beyond great.

You don’t really need a boat to belong 
to the Yacht Club - we’ll find one!

Coming up will be the Crescent Com-
modore’s Ball on March 28th and our 
usual meetings on the fourth Thursday 
at Alfio’s in Chevy Chase.

Hope to see you there.

Yours in the Faith
Jay Whitcomb
Secretary

Please join 
Anacostia Lodge # 21 

as they honor 

Ill. Sir Donald R. Ferguson, Sr. 
Potentate of Almas Shrine Center 

on April 6, 2009 at 
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From the Recorder’s Desk

In last month’s alibi, I stated that we are trying to up-date the address, phone numbers, e-mail address-
es, in short, all the information of all of our members.  We need this information so that we can set-up 
our new e-mail notification system as well as print a new roster.  Originally, we planned to send out a 
separate letter with a form.  In an effort to save the Temple some money, I have decided to request the 
information here in your Alibi.  We realize that most of this information is already on file, but things do 
change, sometimes even your Blue Lodge Membership.  Therefore, if you can please assist us in obtain-
ing the information we would be very grateful.  Please fill out the form below and return it to the Tem-
ple.  The mailing address is 1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005. On the other hand, if you want 
to save the cost of postage yourself, please e-mail all the information to me at almas_recorder@verizon.
net (Note: That is an underscore between almas and recorder.).  

      Thank you.
George Whetzel
Recorder

**********************************************************************************
Please fill out and mail to the Recorder’s Office, 1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005

Please PRINT CLEARLY:

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Lady’s Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: ________  Zip-Code + 4: ________________

Home Phone: _____________________________  Work Phone: ___________________________________

Mobile Phone: ___________________________    Fax Number: ___________________________________

E-mail Address(es): _______________________________________________________________________

           _______________________________________________________________________

Members Birthday: ___________________________  Lady’s Birthday: _____________________________

Blue Lodge Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Blue Lodge Location: _____________________________________________________________________
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                Almas    Shrine
Please join us as we attend the 135th Shrine of North America Convention in 

San Antonio, Texas, Sunday July 5, 2009 thru Thursday, July 9, 2009

We will be staying at the beautiful Omni La Mansion Del Rio Hotel on the 
Riverwalk only five blocks from the Convention Center and 

Imperial Headquarters Hotels

Room Rate : $185.63 per night (includes tax, fees and assessments)

     First nights lodging required is $185.63                               Check # _________
     (remainder of additional nights will be paid by you at check out)

     The required binder fee of $20.00 is also due          Check # _________
     (one time non refundable fee which is NOT deducted from you package price) 

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO 
ALMAS SHRINE - 2009 CONVENTION

IMPORTANT: THE FINAL CUT - OFF DATE FOR RESERVATIONS IS 
APRIL 20, 2009

Cut here and mail or give to George Whetzel
  

Noble’s Name ____________________________ Lady’s Name ______________

  Address __________________________________________________________

 City __________________________________ State ____________ Zip _______

 Phone (Home) __________  Work ____________ Unit/Club/Title ____________

 Arrival Date ____________________  Departure Date _____________________

 Please return to: George E. Whetzel, 1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005
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Summer – and the next Imperial 
Council Session – will be here be-
fore you know it. Shriners and their 
families and friends are all making 
plans now to attend the 135th Impe-
rial Council Session, which will be 
held July 5-9, 2009, in San Antonio, 
Texas. Be sure you’re doing the same 
– you don’t want to miss the fun and 
fellowship! 
  Like Shriners International, San 
Antonio is rich in history and tradi-
tion, with activities and attractions to 
entertain people of all ages. The city 
boasts a wide assortment of restau-
rants, ranging from Tex-Mex to Deep 
South cuisine. Shopping is also plen-
tiful, with outlets, malls, galleries, 
unique shops and Mexican markets. 
There are also areas in San Antonio 
where you can find unique crafts, 
antiques, local art and south-of-the-
border imports.
  When it comes to attractions, San 
Antonio has it all: historical sites, 
including the famous Alamo and four 
other Spanish missions, art galler-

Set Your Plans for Sunny San Antonio in July 2009   

ies and museums, including the San 
Antonio Museum of Art and the Witte 
Museum, which will have an exhibit 
on the myths and realities of the Wild, 
Wild West. 
  For those who prefer theme parks, 
area favorites include Six Flags Fiesta 
Texas and SeaWorld San Antonio. 
Another popular spot is The River 
Walk, also known as Paseo del Rio, 
which winds through the downtown 
area and is lined with an interest-
ing array of restaurants and shops. 
To learn more about all the wonder-
ful things San Antonio has to offer, 
please visit www.visitsanantonio.
com/2009ImperialSession.
  In addition to these activities, 
families can look forward to having 
a great time at the Shriners’ com-
petitions, where clown units, motor 
patrols, horse patrols, band units 
and more vie for top honors. And, of 
course, there’s always the parade, a 
Shriners specialty looked forward to 
by youngsters and adults alike.

  While the Session will be tinged 
with sadness due to the unexpected and 
sudden passing of Deputy Imperial Po-
tentate Terry McGuire of Alzafar Shri-
ners in January, the Alzafar Shriners, 
with the guidance of Director Gen-
eral Robert Jett and Deputy Director 
General David Martin, have continued 
to pour their efforts into ensuring the 
success of the 135th Session and are 
looking forward to welcoming every 
Shriner to their great state of Texas.  
  The Session promises to be a very 
exciting week, full of the unique 
combination of the serious business of 
managing an international fraternity 
and philanthropy, and Shriners fun that 
defines this great organization. The 
Imperial Sir’s Evening on July 8, with 
entertainment by Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons, is sure to be just one of 
many memorable events of the Session. 
For more information about the 2009 
Imperial Council Session, please visit 
www.Imperial2009.com, and check 
back often for updates. 

The River Walk in San Antonio 
PHOTO CREDIT: San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau

The Alamo is just one of many interesting sites to visit in San Antonio. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Stephanie Colgan/San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau



July 18, as many as possible to have 
fun at the Shrine Temple’s picnic.

August 15, as many as possible to 
have fun at the Commander’s Ball.

September 12, Six (6) for the Color 
Guard at the MASA parade in Vir-
ginia Beach. (REQUIRED)

November 7, as many as possible 
for the wreath laying at Arlington

For these activities to be a success, 
we need your participation. For 
some of the events, the Shrine is 
counting on us. For others, wounded 
soldiers, sailors, and marines are 
counting on us to get them out of 
the hospital to enjoy a game and be 
honored for their sacrifice. If you 
are able to participate in any of these 
events, need uniforms, or need more 
information, please contact myself 
or the adjutant, Tony Murray, PP/
PC. 

Nobles, being a member of the Le-
gion Of Honor represents the honor, 
glory, courage, and sacrifice it takes 
to serve in the armed forces. It is an 
honor to be in the Legion Of Honor. 
Be proud of it.

Yours in the Faith,

Robin Bodie
Commanding

“Diplomacy – the art of saying “nice 
doggie” til the 82nd Airborne arrives”
 - a paratrooper
nn Catlin
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Legion Of Honor
Greetings from the CP,

The success of the Valentine’s Day 
Ball holds the promise of great things 
to come for the Legion Of Honor. If 
you missed it, you really missed out on 
a great time. Nobles, there are many 
great things we can accomplish if we 
had more participation. My thanks go 
out to Art Sessoms, PC, Chuck Ely, 
PC, Royce Watson, PP/PC, Roberto 
Paucar, PC, and Len Kahan for their 
routine attendance and support. It is 
much appreciated. For those of you 
that are MIA, your frequent attendance 
at our regular meetings is being urgent-
ly solicited.

If missing chow has been your excuse 
for not making the Thursday meeting, 
grab your meal card. Our Illustrious 
Potentate’s Lady, Debbie Ferguson, 
has arranged for a catered meal on the 
3rd Thursday meeting. A fabulous meal 
for the low price of $10.00 can now be 
yours on these nights.

There are several activities coming up 
at the Shrine and unit level that can 
re-ignite the spirit of service that we all 
have. This year we are getting involved 
within the community and taking pride 
in our heritage as protectors of our 
great country. Below is a list of upcom-
ing activities that the Legion is being 
counted on to actively participate in, 
and the numbers of members required:

April 24, Two (2) for a joint Color 
Guard with Kena at Spring MASA.

May 25, Six (6) for the Color Guard at 
the Rockville Parade.

June (day TBD), Ten (10) to assist sol-
diers from Walter Reed to a Baysox’s 
Game.

Chanters

CHANTERS NOTES
“No singing without fun, no fun 

without singing.”

We need more voices.  Do you sing in 
the shower?  Then, put your clothes on 
and sing with us!  We have fun at our 
rehearsals, and our motto is “No sing-
ing without fun, no fun without singing

The Chanters have an ambitious cal-
endar of performances that includes 
parades, ceremonials, and services.   
Our Calliope will be in the Cherry 
Blossom Parade on April 4th.  Spring 
MASA will be in nearby Roslyn later 
that month.  The Mid-Atlantic Shrine 
Chanters Association (MASCA) will 
meet in Pittsburgh in May.  We have a 
Memorial Service on May 3d and our 
annual Memorial Day Parade in Rock-
ville on May 25th.  June 13th we will 
sing in the Ceremonial to support the 
cast.

We look forward to singing with you.

Jim Goldberg
Vice President
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Almas Shriners Potentate’s Ball 
Honoring 

Ill. Sir Donald R. Ferguson, Sr. 
and Lady Debbie

April 25, 2009

  5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Social
6:30 PM Introduction and Procession

7:00 PM Dinner

$55.00 Per Person
Open Bar

Reservations by April 20, 2009
Formal w/ Fez

Make checks payable to: Almas Shriners and mail to 
1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005

Name ________________ Phone __________________
Number attending ________ Check Amount ___________

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shriners and not deductible as a charitable contribution
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Almas Shrine Center
Memorial Service

Sunday, May 3, 2009

2:00 PM

Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

“Join us in remembering those 
who have gone before us.”
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Easter Egg Roll
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Latin Club Social
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Almas Temple Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 3-31-09)

If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call John Garrison at 202-898-1688 

T. Forbes Smith
14200 Laurel Park Dr. #107-A

Laurel, MD 20707
410-724-3595

Davis S. Watson
908 Shipmaster Court
Annapolis, MD  21401

Andrew J. Sabonis, Jr.
14900 Flintstone Lane

Silver Spring, MD  20905
301-384-8482

Joseph A. Wilson
4116 Atmore Place

Temple Hills, MD  20748
301-423-7868

Charles Jack Stratton
15317 Durant Street

Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-879-9593

Robert Dixon
Heartfields Assisted Living

7600 Laurel Bowie Road # 12
Bowie, MD  20715

301-805-8422

Charles R. Christiansen
20535 Earhart Place # 102
Potomac Falls, VA 20165

703-404-5419

A. Wallace Moore, Jr., P.P.
6335 Chillum Place, NW
Washington, DC 20011

Joe J. Dingess
P.O. Box 2006

Advance, NC  27006
336-998-2285

C. David Longley, Jr.
RR1 Box 68

Madison, VA  22727
703-948-3390

Ralph F. Connolly, P.P.
1261 Lavall Drive

Davidsonville, MD  21035
301-858-1270

In Memoriam

Alain B. Rossmanith
8/11/1934 - 11/13/2008

Edward Paylor
10/3/1921 - 2/13/2009

Vincent E. Jay
1/14/1916 - 2/?/2009

Victor Veazie
11/11/1929 - 3/3/2009
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OSMAR09SIPI

Shriners International Positions Itself
for Membership Growth

When people think of the Shriners 
organization, they may think of 
tradition and the trappings of a 
136-year-old fraternity. “Modern” 
and “contemporary” aren’t words that 
come readily to mind in describing 
the Shriners – at least it hasn’t been 
the case in the past. 

In the last year and a half, a 
national marketing and branding 
campaign has brought a new 
awareness of Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, the official philanthropy 
of Shriners International, to millions 
of people. Now it is the fraternity’s 
turn. Shriners of North America, 
henceforth known as Shriners 
International, is embarking on an 
effort to update its look and image, 
and the media and general public are 
taking notice. 

Recently, the Chicago News-
Tribune noted the contemporary 
approach the organization is using 
to appeal to younger audiences, 
citing the Justin Timberlake Shriners 
Hospitals for Children Open, the 
Las Vegas stop on the PGA TOUR. 
The tournament garnered extensive 
coverage from major media outlets, 
including Fox News, CNN and 
Entertainment Tonight, as well as 
People, In Style and Las Vegas Golf 
magazines.

Shriners International is now 
utilizing the iconic fez as its logo 
(replacing the scimitar, star and 
crescent, which has been used since 
1872) to modernize the look of 
materials, and is developing strategies 
to encourage younger members to 
join the organization. The latter 
includes partnering with college 
fraternities to educate members about 
Shriners International. In addition, 

temples (chapters) are offering more 
family-oriented activities.

Local Shriners are also being 
encouraged to create interest groups, 
or “units,” that appeal to younger 
members. A unique example is 
the “Wild Fez” Unit from Maskat 
Shriners in Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Members of this group, who 
are mostly in their 20s and 30s, 
raise money for their temple by 
organizing an annual concert they 
call “ShrineFest.” Units like the Wild 
Fezzes are growing increasingly 
popular and help the public learn 
more about the Shriners fraternity. 
These groups also help keep younger 
members involved in the organization 
and their communities.

The fraternity has also established 
a presence within several social 
media sites in an effort to engage 
younger members and potential 
members. Currently, the fraternity 

manages a MySpace page at myspace.
com/shrinershq and can be found 
on Twitter at twitter.com/shriners. 
Participation in other sites, such as 
Flickr, is in the works. 

The decision to rename the 
fraternity Shriners International 
was made to more clearly reflect the 
worldwide reach and relevance of the 
Shriners organization, especially with 
members in several countries hoping 
to create new Shriners temples in the 
near future. While the fraternity is 
taking on a new look and attitude, the 
mission of its philanthropy remains 
the same: to continue to support 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

For information about joining 
Shriners International: 
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D. L. Collins Enterprises, L.L.C.
Embroidery & Design

 4511 West Virginia Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814

Custom embroidery of Masonic and 
Shrine logos on our quality apparel 

 Letterman Jackets - Caps - Golf/Polo 
Shirts etc. 

202-438-6282

                       dlcollinsenterprises
                                      @yahoo.com
     

 WSSC #478

   JACK A. METEE
   PLUMBING AND HEATING
  REGISTERED MD, DC & VA

PHONE 301-926-8333
FAX 301-926-8611

P.O. Box 5008, Laytonsville, MD 20882

EDITORIAL STAFF

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., 
Potentate

George E. Whetzel, 
Recorder

Jennifer Murray, 
Judy Whetzel & 
Ro Parker, Staff

Martha Boltz, 
Proof Reader

George Whetzel, 
Photographer

Deadline for the
next alibi is 

the 5th of the month

6810 Oak Hill La.
Columbia, MD  21045
301-596-2929 / 410-381-1124
Fax:410-381-8277

12411 Clarksville Pike ( Rt.108)
Clarksville, MD  21029
301-924-4498 / 410-531-6116
Fax: 410-531-3279

19300 Woodfield Rd.
Gaithersburg, MD  20879
301-963-0660 / 301-774-0705
Fax: 301-963-8706

HILLMUTH CERTIFIED
  AUTOMOTIVE, Inc.

RELIABLE REPAIR & SERVICE
DOMESTIC, FOREIGN, TRUCKS & R.V.’S
WE GUARANTEE YOUR SATISFACTION

If you are attending the 
1st. Thursday meetings:

Please remember to contact 

Thelma Barmack at 
301-598-3623

or the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688

 
And make reservations no 

later than the  previous 
Wednesday A.M.

COST OF THE DINNER IS 
$12.00

Biddle’s Heating 
& Cooling

Air Duct Cleaning

Several Packages to 
choose from:

Video Inspection, 
Deodorizing

Electrostatic Filters, 
UV Lights

Call for appointment

301-552-1525
703-971-2001

Ask for Liz or Jen



TRANSPORTATION DONATION
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SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  1                             2                              3                               4                           

   26                          27                             28                            29                            30                           

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable 
to: Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 

Almas Shriners, 
1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.

Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $.........................

In Memory of...................................................
In Honor of......................................................
Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:

Name.................................................................................
Address..............................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.............

Name of Donor(s).............................................................
Address.............................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip.............

Almas Transportation 
Fund DonationsIn Memory of James L. Davis

Tomas Bunting

In Memory of Vivian Hanna
Thelma Barmack

In Memory of Beth Morse
Thelma Barmack

In Honor of Charlie & Sue 
Kidwell

Al B Col Ives # 14

In Honor of all who helped 
with the Daughters of the 

Nile Installation 
Queen Diana Dodd

Other Donations
Kensington Chapter # 39 OES

Gerald R. Rapson
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April 2009 

LOS Installation             Chanters  

CHSC
Mini Motors

Motor Cycle Club 

Flag Unit
Yacht Club
Chanters

Greeters
LOH
LOS

NWSC Meeting Board Meeting 

Uniformed 
Units Mtg. 

Klowns
DON

Lu Lu 
Potentate’s Ball

Temple Business 
Meeting

Kena & Jaffa
Potentate’s Ball
Cherry Blossom 

Parade

Screwballs 

Almas
Potentate’s Ball 

.......................Spring MASA........................

......................Order of the Eastern Star........................



May 2009 
SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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June 2009 
SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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CHSC
Mini Motors

Motorcycle Club

                  
        

Screwballs
   

             

  21                           22                             23                            24                            25                            26                            27             

  28                           29                             30                 

Flag Unit
Yacht Club           Board Meeting

Uniformed 
Unit Mtg

Klowns, Chanters
DON.  

Screwballs  
Semi-Annual 

Communication of 
the Grand Lodge 

of DC 

Greeters
LOH
LOS

Uniformed 
Unit Mtg

Klowns, Chanters 
DON.  

Greeters
LOH
LOS

Sock Hop            

Ceremonial 
50 Year Members 
& P.P. Luncheon

   1                               2                  

 Board Meeting NWSC 
Meeting

Flag Unit
Yacht Club
Chanters
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.................OES Session..............
                                Zembo Pote’s       

                              Ball
.........MAASMC Convention.........

Memorial Service

MAASMC 
Convention 

                                Nur Potentate’s                                                         
  Ball  
.............Uruguay Ceremonial............

 Mothers Day                

Uruguay 
Ceremonial

Semi-Annual 
Communication of 
the Grand Lodge 

of Maryland 
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.......................Potentate’s Cruise........................

....................................................................................Potentate’s Cruise...............................................................................................
 Syria Potentate’s 

Ball

Memorial Day
Temple Closed

Rockville Parade

   Rajah & Zem 
Zem Potentate’s 

Ball
Boumi’s 125th 
Anniversary

NWSC 


