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Almas Shrine Center
Memorial Service

Sunday, May 3, 2009

2:00 PM

Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

“Join us in remembering those 
who have gone before us.”
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  P
otentate’s    M

essage  

Nobles and Ladies

On April 4th the Almas Klowns 
along with the clowns from Boumi, 
Kena, Kismet and Rhode Island 
Shriners and the Highlanders from 
Kena Shriners participated in the 
Cherry Blossom parade. Congratu-
lations on a Feztastic showing.

On April 11th I attended Su Zu 
Court’s Installation of Officers. 
Congratulations to Lady Irene 
Stadick on being installed as High 
Priestess. It was a very enjoyable 
afternoon.

On April 6th Anacostia Lodge honor 
me as Potentate of Almas Shriners. 
I want to thank Most Worshipful 
Brother William Chaney and the 
rest of the Officers and members 
for a wonderful evening. A dona-
tion to the Transportation Fund was 
made in my honor. Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Kwame Acquaah was 
also in attendance.

Lady Debbie and I want to thank all 
of the Nobles and Ladies who hon-
ored us by  attending the Potentate’s 

Ball. Debbie and I had a really great 
time and we hope that you all enjoyed 
yourselves and had  a wonderful 
evening. I also want to thank all of 
the Nobles and Ladies who worked 
so hard in helping to put this Ball 
together.

I want to remind everyone on the Me-
morial Service on May 3rd. I would 
like to see as many of you as possible 
on this day. I know that the fami-
lies of our Nobles would appreciate 
seeing the support. This is the time 
when we can show our support to the 
Nobles who have gone before. Thank 
you in advance for that support.

On May 25th we are once again par-
ticipating in the Rockville Memorial 
Day Parade. I look forward to see-
ing as many of the Clubs and Units 
that can participate. We always have 
a great time. This year should be no 
different.

I will end with this, the Grand Master 
has asked for our help with member-
ship. Have you asked your spouses 
about the husbands of their acquain-
tances? What about you colleagues at 

work? We all know someone. Please 
help to bring a few good men into 
our Fraternity. When Freemasonry 
blossoms so to will the Shrine.

I look forward to visiting with you 
all soon.

    Yours in the Faith

           Potentate
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 Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, to 
the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good 

drivers who are retired or semi retired or still work-
ing who can donate some time for peridodic trips using 
Temple Vans. Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

WE NEED YOU NOW.

Adrienne Gordon, who is the oldest 
daughter of the Assistant Rabban of 
Almas Shrine Center, Alan Gordon just 
finished her year as the Grand Worthy 
Advisor, 
Grand 
Assem-
bly of 
Mary-
land, 
Interna-
tional 
Order of 
Rain-
bow 
Girls 
2008 
- 2009. 

She chose as her special project the 
Philadelphia Hospital and the girls did 
a fantastic job as you can tell by the 
photos.

They collected 233 pounds of tabs to 
be turned in along with a multitude 

Rainbow Girls

of toys, games and other items for the 
children at the hospital As you can see 
by the pictures there was a great deal 
of items to be taken to the Hospital, 
there are also items under the table. I 
have been told that the van was very 
ful. Congratulations girls, job very
well done.

Almas alibi
Advertising Rates

Black & White

Business Card size
3 5/8 X 2 inches

$30.00 per month
or

$300.00 for the year 
10 issues

call the Temple Office 
for details

202-898-1688
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There will be a Special 
Business Meeting 
on June 4, 2009

7:00 PM
Prior to the Units Meeting

             Attest          Attest
 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.       George E. Whetzel
         Potentate           Recorder

For the purpose of voting on Petitions for the 
Ceremonial scheduled for June 13, 2009
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Almas Shriners Ceremonial
June 13, 2009

Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005
Starting at 8:00 am sharp!!

(cast members show up at 7:00 am sharp!

ALL STAR CAST, FEATURING:
Jeff Bodie, Don Ferguson, Bill Hershiser, Paul Friedlander, Grant Berning, 

 John Garrison, Rick Hassler, Ricardo Rodriguez, Alan Gordon, 
George Whetzel, Lonnie Ramos, Rick Hall, Maurice Herbert and others and 

many nore, including Guests!!!

Ceremonial followed by refreshments

                                                Call the Recorders Office
          for further information at 
            202-898-1688
 

  Get your petitions in by May 28, 2009
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YOU MISSED IT!!

You missed all the fun and enjoyment 
of clowning around and making people 
smile and enjoying the camaraderie of 
Klowns and Highlanders from other 
Shrine Centers.

The Klowns were present at the 
Screening Clinic and were present as 
hosts of the Ester Egg Hunt, where a 
good time was had by all present. 

On Friday evening, April 3 we had a 
Parade Fest at the Shrine Center spon-
sored by the Klowns for all the partici-
pants in the Cherry Blossom 
Parade. Klowns from other juris-
dictions, including some wives, 
joined with us. The next morning on 
Saturday,April 4, when the parade 
commenced, not only did the clowns 

Clowns
from other jurisdictions join the Almas 
Klowns in the parade, but we also had 
a contingent of Highlanders from Kena 
Shrine in Virginia.

In April, several of the Almas Klowns 
attended the Clown - A - Rama in Pitts-
burgh, PA. On May 25, 2009 the Almas 
Klowns will participate with the rest 
of the Shrine Center in the Rockville 
Memorial Day Parade. 

Don’t forget MASA in Virginia Beach. 
Make your reservations now and avoid 
the rush.

As was said before, all the Klowns love 
parades and activities and have more 
fun, no matter what the weather may 
bring. We also enjoy getting together 
with clowns from other jurisdictions 

Almas Yacht Club
The Club had a good turn out at Cres-
cent’s Commodore Ball on March 28th 
in Philadelphia. Thirteen Noble and 
guests where in attendance. We were  
the second largest group, Crescent 
Shrine Center being the largest.

We had a good meeting at Alfio’s 
Restaurant on March 26th. The Com-
modore distributed the new Yacht Club 
Roster to everyone. Many thanks go 
out to Becky Holiday for all of her 
work putting this together. There seems 
no way that we can operate with out 
the help and directions from the ladies.

We will soon have another cruise down 
the Choptank River. The date has been 
set for June 20th with lunch at the Sui-

cide Bridge Restaurant. The cost of the 
cruise will be about $15.00 with lunch 
on your own.

The Mid Atlantic Association Shrine 
Yacht Clubs Rendezvous will be in  
July and the Memorial Cruise will be 
on August 8th. So be sure to put these 
dates on your calender.

The Memorial Cruise will be in Solo-
mons Island and you will get more 
details on this event as they come 
available.

Our next meeting will be on the fourth 
Thursday of the month at Alfio’s Res-
taurant in Bethesda, we hope to see all 
of you there. In the mean time if you 

cause we never know what will hap-
pen - those guys are always clown-
ing around.

We are a unit where we can be 
klowns in or out of kostume and 
will admit to the same. Call Walter 
Simon at 301-987-1663 or Jay Whit-
comb at 
301-989-0121 iffin you’re interest-
ed. We can use your help

Weird Wally
Boss Klown (for the present)

should have any questions give Jay 
Whitcomb a call at 301-989-0121
Hope to see you soon. Stay well

Yours in the Faith, 
Jay Whitcomb 
Secretary
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Legion Of HonorChanters
Notes

Greetings from the Commanders Desk,

I have exciting news: the Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center has approved 
our application to take 15 wounded 
Operation Iraqi Freedom/Operation 
Enduring Freedom soldiers to a Bowie 
Baysox game on Sunday, June 21st. 
The wounded soldiers have no fam-
ily present and recovering from their 
wounds with little to bring joy into 
their lives. Transportation from Al-
mas (or some other rally point) to the 
Walter Reed, the stadium and back has 
been arranged. A buffet and seating on 
the Baysox Sky Deck will be included. 
The only cost to us is the food and 
transportation. We are looking for 
financial sponsors and 15 volunteer at-
tendees for the soldiers. Please see the 
fund raising flyer included in this issue 
to contribute and/or volunteer for this 
worthy cause.

Old Business: Legion Nobles, I cannot 
say it enough; It is extremely important 
that each one of us has Fall MASA on 
the brain. Those of you already plan-
ning on attending, I send my sincer-
est thanks. Those of you who are not 
planning on coming, please try to make 
it down for a least the Saturday parade 
on September 12th. This year’s trip to 
Virginia Beach is a special one. As you 
are all aware, our own Past Potentate 
Illustrious Sir William M. Lanham is 
MASA President this year. It has been 
51 years since an Almas Shriner has 
been a MASA President and both he 
and Nancy have been extremely busy 
representing MASA and Almas with 
honor. This is our chance to honor Ill. 
Sir Bill and Lady Nancy in return. As a 
sitting MASA President’s home shrine 
center, OUR LEGION WILL BE THE 
LEAD UNIT IN THE PARADE. I 

cannot underscore the importance of 
solid participation. We need every 
Legion Noble attending MASA in 
uniform and up front. Marching 
with the Legion must be your first 
priority for Parade Day. We need 
you. If you need a uniform, call me 
at 240-626-6973 or e-mail me at 
robinb7823@yahoo.com as soon 
as possible. The adjutant and I will 
make sure you have what you need. 
It is an honor to be in the Legion of 
Honor. We cannot let ourselves, our 
shrine center or Illustrious Sir Bill 
down.

Fraternally,
Robin Bodie, Commander
Almas Legion of Honor

“A man who is good enough to shed 
his blood for his country is good 
enough to be given a square deal 
afterwards. More than that no man 
is entitled and less than that no man 
shall have.”

Theodore Roosevelt, on Patriotism

“No singing without fun, 
no fun without singing.”

We need more voices. Do you sing in 
the shower? Then, put on your clothes 
and sing with us! We have fun at our 
rehearsals and our motto is “No singing 
without fun, no fun without singing.”

The Chanters have an ambitious cal-
endar of performances that includes 
parades, ceremonials and services. The 
Mid-Atlantic Shrine Chanters Associa-
tion (MASCA) will meet in Pittsburgh 
in May. We have a Memorial Service 
on May 3rd and our annual Memorial 
Day Parade in Rockville on May 25th. 
June 13th we will sing in the Ceremo-
nial to support the cast.

We look forward to singing with you.

Yours in the Faith

Jim Goldberg
Vice President
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Almas Shrine Center Picnic
Saturday, July 18, 2009

1:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Prince Georges Knights of Columbus 

9450 Cherry Hill Road
College Park, MD  20740

Barbecued Chicken, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
Potato Salad, Cole Slaw and Baked Beans

Soda and Camels Milk

$25.00 per person

Bring your lawn chairs and your favorite dessert. No glass containers, please.
There is a pool on site and if you would like to swim it will be an additional charge 

of $4.00 per person payable to the Knights of Columbus.

Please make check payable to Almas Shrine and mail to: 
1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005

   
 I’ve enclosed $ ________ for ________ Reservations for the Shrine Picnic
    Name: _________________________________________
    Phone: ________________________________________

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shrine and are not deductible as a charitable contribution
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Mid Atlantic Shrine Convention
September 9 - 13, 2009
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Courtyard by Marriott 
25th Street & Atlantic Avenue

Standard & King $146.77 per night
Suites $180.67 per night
A Deposit of $66.00 is required with your registration. That includes a $9.00 
M.A.S.A. Hotel fee and $7.00 for one persons Convention Registration fee. 
The balance of your deposit $50.00 will be applied to your first night’s room 
rate. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ALMAS SHRINE and mail to 1315 K 
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005. Room reservations are due no later 
than July 31, 2009. Cancellations must be made by August 3, 2009.

Name of Noble: ________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City: ___________________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Phone Number: ________________________________
Lady’s Name: __________________ Unit: ___________
Name on Registration Badge: _______________________

Check in Date:

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 ____
Thursday, September 10, 2009   ____
Friday, September 11, 2009         ____
Saturday, September 12, 2009    ____

Room Request: Standard _____   King _____  Suite _____
Special Needs: _________________________________________________  
     

Standard Room 
&

Suite
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50 Year Members & Past Potentates 
Brunch

June 13, 2009
10:30 AM

$25.00 per person

Come for the Ceremonial and 
stay to honor our 

50 Year Members and Past Potentates.

Call the Recorder’s Office with your reservations.

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shrine and are not deductible as a charitable contribution.
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Sock Hop
June 27, 2009

Almas H. S. Gym
1315 K Street, NW 

Washington, DC  20005

Social: Immediately after the game 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Dinner 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Dancing 8:00 PM - Until

Music from the 50’s  with “Tommy D”

Break out your Poodle Skirts and Pegs
Join in the Twist Contest

Cost $25.00 per person

Sock Hop

Name: ________________ Number attending ___________
Check Amount ____________ Phone Number ___________

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shrine and not deductible as a charitable contribution
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Zach Campbell is a 22 year old from 
Weaver Alabama. As a teenage boy, 
he was into anything that had a motor 
and wheels. One of his hobbies was 
motocross racing, also known as dirt 
bike racing and at 14, he competed in 
the state champion races. Two months 
later, on Sep-
tember 22, 
2001 his life 
changed in a 
split second.

Zach and a 
group of teen-
age boy were 
testing their 
newly acquired 
skills learned 
at a local rac-
ing school. While attending school, 
Zach and his buddies decided to go 
race some laps around the dirt track; 
one of the boys behind him overshot 
the jump and landed n top of Zach and 
crushed his ribs. The next thing his 
family knew Zach was paralyzed with 
a T7/T8 incomplete spinal cord injury, 
with little hope of walking again.

Zach was a high achieving 8th grader 
whose whole life was suddenly turned 
upside down. After the accident, he 
knew he did not want to be in a wheel-
chair and he knew he wanted to walk. 
His willpower was proven with every 
milestone that he made. During the 
months following his accident, he 
pushed himself as hard as he could 
in therapy. He was fitted with orthot-
ics the his family said made him look 
like he was going to battle in a suit of 
armor. Zach’s grand pop, a Shriner, 
referred him to Shriners Hospital for 
Children - Philadelphia.

Zach set some goals for himself and 
done of his goals was to walk into 

high school. He started his first year of 
high school by walking into the build-
ing and he walked the halls of his high 
school everyday for four years. Zach 
finished seventh out of his graduating 
high school class. His teacher wanted 
him to think about college but he was 

not interested. He had 
dreams of becoming a 
race car driver.

Zach spent the sum-
mer of 2006 shadow-
ing Martin Truex, 
a NASCAR driver 
who is sponsored and 
drives for Dale Earn-
hardt Incorporated in 
Mooresville, North 

Carolina. He spent his summer time 
researching and developing how they 
could put hand controls in a race car. He 
knew it could work but he needed the 
insider information that the experts in 
a NASCAR garage could provide. He 
skipped the dirt and went straight to the 
asphalt.

Six months later, he 
was successful in put-
ting hand controls in 
the legend car, also 
know as a 3.8 scale 
1938 coupe. He was 
interested in compet-
ing but he knew that 
no one had ever had 
complete hand con-
trols and raced. His dreams were slowly 
on the way to coming true. Just a few 
months later, he was competing at the 
Lowe’s Motor Speedway in Charlotte, 
North Carolina on the 1/4 mile track.

In 2007, he raced at the Lanier Speed-
way in Georgia. Later, at the awards 
banquet that was a champion truck on 
display. The owner asked him if he was 
interested in being a race car driver for 

the truck series. In November, a deal 
was made to assist Zach in buying the 
truck and soon after, they converted 
the truck with customized hand con-
trols. Zach’s career continued to grow 
in March of 2008, he took the road 
test necessary to obtain his NASCAR 
license. Proving control over the race 
car Zach passed and the officials were 
very surprised and excited for him.

Zach joined the Lanier truck series 
and six races into the season, Curt 
Britt Motorsports and Paul Antley, 
asked him to be a part of their racing 
team. In 2008 Zach and his racing 
family allotted enough money to race 
in ten competitions but with addi-
tional sponsorship, he has competed 
in more than 20 races at Lanier, with 
12 top-ten finishes and eight top-five 
finishes. After the race in September 
of 2008, Zach was in fifth place in 
points standing. Zach participated in 
the 2nd Annual Ice Cold Shrine Bowl 
at Lanier National Speedway in Bra-

selton, Georgia; 
Yaarab Shriners 
of Atlanta spon-
sored the race.

Zach has goals 
and dreams 
within the sport 
of racing and he 
feels passionate 
about racing. He 
wants to be in 

this field for years to come and hope-
fully retire in his 50’s and open the 
door and teach other interested racers 
to not give up and give them hope.

He comments, “Your attitude and 
having faith are important.” “I was 
given a second chance to enjoy and 
love life. I cannot thank my family 
and the Shriners Hospital for what 
they have done for me.”

GO ZACH!
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Almas Temple Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 4-30-09)

If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call John Garrison at 202-898-1688 

T. Forbes Smith
14200 Laurel Park Dr. #107-A

Laurel, MD 20707
410-724-3595

Davis S. Watson
908 Shipmaster Court
Annapolis, MD  21401

Andrew J. Sabonis, Jr.
14900 Flintstone Lane

Silver Spring, MD  20905
301-384-8482

Joseph A. Wilson
512 Monroe Bay Avenue

Colonial Beach, VA  22443
804-224-1512

Charles Jack Stratton
15317 Durant Street

Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-879-9593

Robert Dixon
Heartfields Assisted Living

7600 Laurel Bowie Road # 12
Bowie, MD  20715

301-805-8422

Charles R. Christiansen
20535 Earhart Place # 102
Potomac Falls, VA 20165

703-404-5419

A. Wallace Moore, Jr., P.P.
6335 Chillum Place, NW
Washington, DC 20011

Joe J. Dingess
P.O. Box 2006

Advance, NC  27006
336-998-2285

C. David Longley, Jr.
RR1 Box 68

Madison, VA  22727
703-948-3390

Ralph F. Connolly, P.P.
1261 Lavall Drive

Davidsonville, MD  21035
301-858-1270

In Memoriam

Samuel Berman
4/15/1916 - 3/13/2009
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D. L. Collins Enterprises, L.L.C.
Embroidery & Design

 4511 West Virginia Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814

Custom embroidery of Masonic and 
Shrine logos on our quality apparel 

 Letterman Jackets - Caps - Golf/Polo 
Shirts etc. 

202-438-6282

                       dlcollinsenterprises
                                      @yahoo.com
     

 WSSC #478

   JACK A. METEE
   PLUMBING AND HEATING
  REGISTERED MD, DC & VA

PHONE 301-926-8333
FAX 301-926-8611

P.O. Box 5008, Laytonsville, MD 20882

EDITORIAL STAFF

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., 
Potentate

George E. Whetzel, 
Recorder

Jennifer Murray, 
Judy Whetzel & 
Ro Parker, Staff

Martha Boltz, 
Proof Reader

George Whetzel, 
Photographer

Deadline for the
next alibi is 

the 5th of the month

6810 Oak Hill La.
Columbia, MD  21045
301-596-2929 / 410-381-1124
Fax:410-381-8277

12411 Clarksville Pike ( Rt.108)
Clarksville, MD  21029
301-924-4498 / 410-531-6116
Fax: 410-531-3279

19300 Woodfield Rd.
Gaithersburg, MD  20879
301-963-0660 / 301-774-0705
Fax: 301-963-8706

HILLMUTH CERTIFIED
  AUTOMOTIVE, Inc.

RELIABLE REPAIR & SERVICE
DOMESTIC, FOREIGN, TRUCKS & R.V.’S
WE GUARANTEE YOUR SATISFACTION

If you are attending the 
1st. Thursday meetings:

Please remember to contact 

Thelma Barmack at 
301-598-3623

or the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688

 
And make reservations no 

later than the  previous 
Wednesday A.M.

COST OF THE DINNER IS 
$12.00

Biddle’s Heating 
& Cooling

Air Duct Cleaning

Several Packages to 
choose from:

Video Inspection, 
Deodorizing

Electrostatic Filters, 
UV Lights

Call for appointment

301-552-1525
703-971-2001

Ask for Liz or Jen



TRANSPORTATION DONATION

May 2009 
SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

   3                             4                               5                              6                               7                             8                              9      
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   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable 
to: Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 

Almas Shriners, 
1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.

Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $.........................

In Memory of...................................................
In Honor of......................................................
Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:

Name.................................................................................
Address..............................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.............

Name of Donor(s).............................................................
Address.............................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip.............

Almas Transportation 
Fund DonationsIn Memory of Vivian Hanna

Nancy Wyrick

In Memory of George Calevas
Don Boltz

In Honor of Michael Boltz
Don Boltz

In Honor of all who helped 
with the Ladies Oriental 

Shrine Installation 
High Priestess Irene Stedick

In Honor of Donald R. 
Ferguson

Anacostia Lodge # 21

In Honor of Cheryl Heath, 
WM & Ernest Birckhead, WP

Unity Chapter # 112, OES

In Honor of Worthy Matrons 
Special Project

Unity Chapter # 112, OES

In Honor of Cal McMillion, 
WP

Marlboro Chapter # 61 OES

Other Donations
Paul Friedlander

Uniformed 
Unit Mtg

Klowns, Chanters
DON.  

Screwballs  
Semi-Annual 

Communication of 
the Grand Lodge 

of DC 

Greeters
LOH
LOS

   1                               2                  

 Board Meeting NWSC 
Meeting

Flag Unit
Yacht Club
Chanters

   24                           25                            26                             27                            28                           29                             30         

.................OES Session..............
                                Zembo Pote’s       

                              Ball
.........MAASMC Convention.........

Memorial Service

MAASMC 
Convention 

                                Nur Potentate’s                                                         
  Ball  
.............Uruguay Ceremonial............

 Mothers Day                

Uruguay 
Ceremonial

Semi-Annual 
Communication of 
the Grand Lodge 

of Maryland 

    10                           11                             12                            13                            14                            15                           16                        

   17                            18                            19                             20                             21                            22                           23         

.......................Potentate’s Cruise........................

....................................................................................Potentate’s Cruise...............................................................................................
 Syria Potentate’s 

Ball

Memorial Day
Temple Closed

Rockville Parade
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June 2009 
SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  7                              8                                9                             10                            11                            12                             13

   14                           15                             16                            17                             18                           19                            20

  1                              2                              3                              4                              5                              6                             

CHSC
Mini Motors

Motorcycle Club

                  
        

Screwballs
   

             

  21                           22                             23                            24                            25                            26                            27             

  28                           29                             30                 

Flag Unit
Yacht Club           Board Meeting

Uniformed 
Unit Mtg

Klowns, Chanters 
DON.  

Greeters
LOH
LOS

Sock Hop            

Ceremonial 
50 Year Members 
& P.P. Luncheon

   Rajah & Zem 
Zem Potentate’s 

Ball
Boumi’s 125th 
Anniversary

NWSC 

    19                          20                             21                            22                            23                           24                            25  

   

SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  1                             2                              3                               4                           

   26                          27                             28                            29                            30                            31                          

    12                         13                             14                            15                            16                            17                            18

  5                             6                               7                             8                               9                             10                             11                         

July 2009 

Irem 
Potentate’s Ball
Temple Picnic

........................................ Imperial Session, San Antonio, Texas ................................... 


