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There will be a Special 
Business Meeting 
on June 4, 2009

7:00 PM
Prior to the Units Meeting

             Attest									          Attest
 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.				      George E. Whetzel
         Potentate							           Recorder

For the purpose of voting on Petitions for the 
Ceremonial scheduled for June 13, 2009
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  P
otentate’s    M

essage  
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 Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, to 
the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good 

drivers who are retired or semi retired or still work-
ing who can donate some time for peridodic trips using 
Temple Vans. Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

WE NEED YOU NOW.

Almas alibi
Advertising Rates

Black & White

Business Card size
3-5/8 X 2 inches

$30.00 per month
or

$300.00 for the year 
10 issues

call the Temple Office 
for details

202-898-1688

The Almas Transportation Fund is in 
need of a little boost.  If you know 
of a friend or family member who 
has a birthday or some special occa-
sion coming along think of a dona-
tion in their honor. You will find the 
form on page 18. We will be very 
happy to receive this kind donation 
and acknowledge everyone for their 
generosity.

Thank you in advance for helping 
the children of the Shrine Hospital 
system.

Su Zu Court No. 21
     Ladies’ Oriental Shrine of North America 

               cordially invites you to join us in celebrating                                           
the annual visit of our Grand High Priestess. 
         Patricia “PC” Mabray of Humble Texas

The PHP Club will host a buffet luncheon 
August 21, 2009 

at Colony South Hotel, Clinton, MD.
Cost $25.00

August 22 , 2009 at Almas Shrine Center 
6:00 pm Dinner in

 Honor of the Grand High Priestess.

For Reservations and further information contact: 
Constance A. Connolly, PHP 

1261 Lavall Drive
Davidsonville, MD

301-858-1270
conrall@aol.com
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Almas Shrine Center Picnic
Saturday, July 18, 2009

1:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Prince Georges Knights of Columbus 

9450 Cherry Hill Road
College Park, MD  20740

Barbecued Chicken, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
Potato Salad, Cole Slaw and Baked Beans

Soda and Camel’s Milk

$25.00 per person
Children 10 and under free

Bring your lawn chairs and your favorite dessert. No glass containers, please.
There is a pool on site and if you would like to swim, it will be an additional charge of 

$4.00 per person payable to the Knights of Columbus.

Please make check payable to Almas Shrine and mail to: 
1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005

   
 I’ve enclosed $ ________ for ________ Reservations for the Shrine Picnic
    Name: _________________________________________
    Phone: ________________________________________

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shrine and are not deductible as a charitable contribution



‘
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Almas Shriners Ceremonial
June 13, 2009

Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005
Starting at 8:30 am sharp!!

(cast members show up at 7:00 am sharp!)

ALL STAR CAST, FEATURING:
Jeff Bodie, Don Ferguson, Bill Hershiser, Paul Friedlander, Grant Berning, 

 John Garrison, Rick Hassler, Ricardo Rodriguez, Alan Gordon, 
George Whetzel, Lonnie Ramos, Rick Hall, Maurice Herbert and others and many more, including Guests!!!

Ceremonial followed by Brunch

									         Call the Recorder’s Office
									          for further information at 
										            202-898-1688

50 Year Members & Past Potentate’s Brunch

June 13, 2009
10:30 AM

$25.00 per person

Come for the Ceremonial and 
stay to honor our 

50 Year Members and Past Potentates.

Call the Recorder’s Office with your reservations.

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shrine and are not deductible as a charitable contribution.



   almas alibi - 7

Klowns

Almas Yacht Club

YOU ARE MISSING IT !!!

You are missing all the fun and 
enjoyment of clowning around and 
making people smile and enjoying 
the camaraderie of other Klowns.

As you saw in the last alibi. The 
Klowns made quite an appearance at 
the Cherry Blossom Parade. Klowns 
from other jurisdictions participated 
in the parade. We must have made a 
hit as the Klowns have been invited 
to participate in the National 4th of 
July Parade on the Mall. 

Several of our clowns attended the 
Clown - A - Rama in Pittsburgh, 
PA and had a great time. On May 
25th the Klowns were in the Memo-
rial Day Parade in Rockville, MD. 
along with other Units and Clubs of  
Almas.

As was said before, all the Klowns 
love parades and activities and have 
more fun, no matter what the weather 
may bring. We also enjoy getting 
together with clowns from other ju-
risdictions cause we never know what 
will happen - those guys are always 
clowning 

around. We really would like to have 
your smiling face join the Unit.

We’re a Unit where we can be Klowns 
in or out of Kostume and will admit 
the same. Call Walter Simon at 301-
987-1663 or Jay Whitcomb at 301-
989-0121 iffin you’re interested. We 
can use your help.

Weird Wally
Boss Klown (for the present) 

Ahoy All:

We had a good turnout for our April 
meeting at Alfio’s.

It was a special meeting as both of 
our Princesses were there. Sarah A 
and Lindsey Bridegum. They also 
brought their brother. It was a Brid-
igum mini reunion.

Speaking of the Bridegum’s, Almas 
Jean and the Yacht Club Ladies did 
a spectacular job getting folks out 
for the Potentate’s Ball. I didn’t 
think that  ladies liked to dress alike, 
but they all looked great in white 
and black outfits with a big red sash 
at the waist. The guys always dress 
the same but everyone had red ties 
and cummberbunds. As usual the 

ladies made us all look good. The 
music was good as well as the food. A 
great time was had by all!

Coming up on June 20th is the Shake 
down Cruise at the Suicide Bridge 
Restaurant, along with a ride of the 
authentic Paddle Wheeler on the 
Choptank river. Cruising down the 
river on a summer afternoon sounds 
wonderful. What more can you ask 
for? If you are inclined for this lazy 
afternoon excitement call the secre-
tary Jay Whitcomb at 301-989-0121 
and make your reservations now.

Hope to see you all there 

Jay Whitconb
Secretary

Daughters of the 
Nile

Daughter’s of the 
Nile Supreme Visit 

scheduled for 

August 16th  
3:00 pm 

Session with 
Banquet to follow.

For further 
information 

contact:

Vicki Knott
12402 Chalford Lane

Bowie, MD 20715
301-464-2767

stormrider312@aol.com
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Legion Of HonorChanters
Notes
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Mid - Atlantic Shrine Convention
September 9 - 13, 2009
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Courtyard by Marriott 
25th Street & Atlantic Avenue

Standard & King $146.77 per night
Suites $180.67 per night
A Deposit of $66.00 is required with your registration. That includes a $9.00 
M.A.S.A. Hotel fee and $7.00 for one persons Convention Registration fee. The 
balance of your deposit, $50.00, will be applied to your first night’s room rate. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ALMAS SHRINE and mail to 1315 K Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20005. Room reservations are due no later than 
July 31, 2009. Cancellations must be made by August 3, 2009.

Name of Noble: ________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City: ___________________ State: _____ Zip: _______
Phone Number: ________________________________
Lady’s Name: __________________ Unit: ___________
Name on Registration Badge: _______________________

Check in Date:

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 ____
Thursday, September 10, 2009   ____
Friday, September 11, 2009         ____
Saturday, September 12, 2009    ____

Room Request: Standard _____   King _____  Suite _____
Special Needs: _________________________________________________		
     

Standard Room 

Suite
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CABIRI BANQUET & INSTALLATION
The Cabiri Social & Dinner will be held on Thursday, 
September 10, 2009 at 5:30 pm in the Convention 
Center Meeting Room # 2. Tickets will be $35.00 per 
person. Dress: Slacks, Shirt with Fez & Street Dress, 
pantsuit or Capri outfit.

LADIES LUNCHEON
The Ladies Luncheon and entertainment will be held in 
the Convention Center Ballroom on Friday, September 
11, 2009. Social 10:30 am with a cash bar available, 
lunch 11:00 am. Tickets will be $27.00 each. Make res-
ervations through the Recorder’s Office. Deadline July 
24, 2009. Dress: Street Dress or Pantsuit.

FRIDAY ENTERTAINMENT
Dancing to D.J. will start at 8:30 pm at the 24th Street 
Park. Admission by registration badge. Dress: Casual 

PRESIDENT’ S TROPHY GALA
The President’s Trophy Gala will be held in the Conven-
tion Center Ballroom on Saturday, September 12, 2009 
at 6:00 pm. Tickets are $45.00 per person. Make reser-
vations through you Recorder’s Office. Deadline: July 
24, 2009. Dress: Men - Coat, tie  & slacks w/Fez, 
Ladies -Sundress, pantsuit or capri outfit.

SHRINE-O-RAMA 
Thursday evening at 8:00 pm there will be a Shrine-O-
Rama in the Convention Center. Consult your program for 
details. Admission by registration badge only.

REGISTRATION $7.00 PER PERSON
Pre-registration deadline is July 24, 2009. After July 24, 
2009 registration must be obtained at the Convention 
Center for the cost of $10.00.

PARADE
The parade will start at 9:30 am Saturday, September 12, 
2009 for a distance 1 1/2 miles. Consult your program for 
parade route.

ALMAS AFTER PARADE PARTY
The After Parade Party will be held at the conclusion of the 
parade, approximately 2:00 pm at Fish Bones Restaurant, 
12th and Atlantic Avenue. Cost will be $18.00 per person. 
Make your reservations through the Recorder’s Office. 
Dress: Casual. 

NIGHT SHIRT PARADE
Friday, September 11, 2009 the Night Shirt Parade will 
start at 8:30 pm at 22nd Street on the Boardwalk. Trophies 
to be presented to Shrine Centers at 9:00 pm

Mid-Atlantic Shrine Convention Activities
September 9 - 13, 2009

Activities Form
Please note that one registration was included with your room deposit

Name: __________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________

____ @ $7.00 each $ ____
    	       Ladies Luncheon
	 ____@$25.00 each $____
      
      	        Cabiri Banquet
	 ____@$37.00 each $ ____

              President’s Trophy Gala
	 ____@$45.00 each $ ____	

                  After Parade Party
	 ____@$18.00 each $ ____

	 Make checks payable to Almas Temple and mail to:
	 1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005. 
	 Deadline for reservations is July 24, 2009

	 Total amount enclosed $_________

	 Name _______________________________________________
	 Address_____________________________________________ 
	 ____________________________________________________
	 Phone _______________________________________________



Potentate’s Ball
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Sock Hop
June 27, 2009

Almas High School Gym
1315 K Street, NW 

Washington, DC  20005

Social: Immediately after the game 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Dinner 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Dancing 8:00 PM - Until

Music from the 50’s  with “Tommy D”

Break out your Poodle Skirts and Pegs
Join in the Twist Contest

Cost $25.00 per person

Sock Hop

Name: ________________ Number attending ___________
Check Amount ____________ Phone Number ___________

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shrine and not deductible as a charitable contribution



Almas
Grand Lodge 

Golf Tournement
Monday, June 29, 2009

11:00 Am Registration & Lunch

1:00 PM To Your Carts

1:30 PM Shotgun Start

5:00 PM Dinner & Awards

Lake Presidential
Golf Course

3151 Presidential 
Golf Drive

Upper Marlboro, 
Maryland, 20774

www.lakepresidential.com

$150.00 Individual 
Golfer

18 Holes of Golf for one, 
One Half of a Golf Cart, 
Range Balls, Lunch & 

Dinner.

   

   For more 
   information 
   Contact Chairman: 
   Lonnie Ramos 
   301-627-1580
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The Membership Committee and 
various Nobles propose the follow-
ing By-Laws change.

We feel that current members of 
the Armed Forces should be given 
a 15% discount in their initiation 
fee.  This discount would be applied 
to the initiation fee only (current 
initiation fee is $100.00; the dis-
count would be $15.00).  The annual 
dues, Hospital assessment, and Per 
Capita fee would not be affected.  
This discount would still be within 
the limits allowed of the minimum 
required initiation fee required by 
the Imperial By-Laws.  We believe 
that this discount would encourage 
the members of the Armed Forces to 
join the Shrine.

The By-Laws now reads:

Section 5.1 Initiation Fee. The 
initiation fee shall be determined 
at a stated or special meeting of the 
temple after notice has been given 
to each member stating the pro-
posed amount of the initiation fee. 
The initiation fee shall not be less 
than prescribed by the bylaws of the 

Imperial Council. It must be paid in 
full prior to initiation. If a candidate is 
rejected or accepted and does not pres-
ent himself for initiation, he is entitled 
to the return of his fee upon request.

The proposed change to the By-Laws 
would be to ADD the following sen-
tence:
Active members of the Armed Forces 
will receive a discount of 15% of the 
current initiation fee.

If approved the By-Laws would then 
read:

Section 5.1 Initiation Fee. The initia-
tion fee shall be determined at a stated 
or special meeting of the temple after 
notice has been given to each member 
stating the proposed amount of the ini-
tiation fee. The initiation fee shall not 
be less than prescribed by the bylaws 
of the Imperial Council. It must be paid 
in full prior to initiation. If a candi-
date is rejected or accepted and does 
not present himself for initiation, he 
is entitled to the return of his fee upon 
request.  Active members of the Armed 
Forces will receive a discount of 15% 
of the current initiation fee.

Proposed Change to the By-Laws

FIND THOSE CANDIDATES !!!!!!!
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Almas Temple Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 5-31-09)

If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call John Garrison at 202-898-1688 

T. Forbes Smith
14200 Laurel Park Dr. #107-A

Laurel, MD 20707
410-724-3595

Davis S. Watson
908 Shipmaster Court
Annapolis, MD  21401

Andrew J. Sabonis, Jr.
14900 Flintstone Lane

Silver Spring, MD  20905
301-384-8482

Joseph A. Wilson
512 Monroe Bay Avenue

Colonial Beach, VA  22443
804-224-1512

Charles Jack Stratton
15317 Durant Street

Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-879-9593

Robert Dixon
Heartfields Assisted Living

7600 Laurel Bowie Road # 12
Bowie, MD  20715

301-805-8422

Charles R. Christiansen
20535 Earhart Place # 102
Potomac Falls, VA 20165

703-404-5419

A. Wallace Moore, Jr., P.P.
6335 Chillum Place, NW
Washington, DC 20011

Joe J. Dingess
P.O. Box 2006

Advance, NC  27006
336-998-2285

C. David Longley, Jr.
RR1 Box 68

Madison, VA  22727
703-948-3390

Ralph F. Connolly, P.P.
1261 Lavall Drive

Davidsonville, MD  21035
301-858-1270

Michael N. Boltz
306 Copper Oaks Road
Woodsboro, MD  21798

In Memoriam
Murray Polonsky

12/8/1922 - 2/00/2009

Richard B. Baldwin
10/28/1935 - 2/5/2009

Jeffrey R. Goldstein
6/11/1945 - 4/10/2009

Conrad E. Bloom, Jr.
1/8/1924 - 4/12/2009
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D. L. Collins Enterprises, L.L.C.
Embroidery & Design

 4511 West Virginia Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814

Custom embroidery of Masonic and 
Shrine logos on our quality apparel 

 Letterman Jackets - Caps - Golf/Polo 
Shirts etc. 

202-438-6282

                       dlcollinsenterprises
                                      @yahoo.com
     

 WSSC #478

   JACK A. METEE
   PLUMBING AND HEATING
  REGISTERED MD, DC & VA

PHONE 301-926-8333
FAX 301-926-8611

P.O. Box 5008, Laytonsville, MD 20882

EDITORIAL STAFF

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., 
Potentate

George E. Whetzel, 
Recorder

Jennifer Murray, 
Judy Whetzel & 
Ro Parker, Staff

Martha Boltz, 
Proof Reader

George Whetzel, 
Photographer

Deadline for the
next alibi is 

the 5th of the month

6810 Oak Hill La.
Columbia, MD  21045
301-596-2929 / 410-381-1124
Fax:410-381-8277

12411 Clarksville Pike ( Rt.108)
Clarksville, MD  21029
301-924-4498 / 410-531-6116
Fax: 410-531-3279

19300 Woodfield Rd.
Gaithersburg, MD  20879
301-963-0660 / 301-774-0705
Fax: 301-963-8706

HILLMUTH CERTIFIED
  AUTOMOTIVE, Inc.

RELIABLE REPAIR & SERVICE
DOMESTIC, FOREIGN, TRUCKS & R.V.’S
WE GUARANTEE YOUR SATISFACTION

If you are attending the 
1st. Thursday meetings:

Please remember to contact 

Thelma Barmack at 
301-598-3623

or the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688

 
And make reservations no 

later than the  previous 
Wednesday A.M.

COST OF THE DINNER IS 
$12.00

Biddle’s Heating 
& Cooling

Air Duct Cleaning

Several Packages to 
choose from:

Video Inspection, 
Deodorizing

Electrostatic Filters, 
UV Lights

Call for appointment

301-552-1525
703-971-2001

Ask for Liz or Jen



TRANSPORTATION DONATION
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   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable 
to: Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 

Almas Shriners, 
1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.

Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $.........................

In Memory of...................................................
In Honor of......................................................
Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:

Name.................................................................................
Address..............................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.............

Name of Donor(s).............................................................
Address.............................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip.............

Almas Transportation 
Fund DonationsIn Memory of Jim Previti

Thelma Barmack
Rick & Bobbie Hassler

In Memory of Harold Kahn
Thelma Barmack

In Memory of H. Rodgers Gore
Edna Gore

In Honor our 13th Wedding 
Anniversary 

Michael L. Shuman

June 2009 
SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  7                              8                                9                             10                            11                            12                             13

   14                           15                             16                            17                             18                           19                            20

  1                              2                              3                              4                              5                              6                             

CHSC
Mini Motors

Motorcycle Club

                  
        

Screwballs
   

             

Other Donations
Maurice Herbert
Barbara Bodie

Potentate’s Hospitality Room

  21                           22                             23                            24                            25                            26                            27             

  28                           29                             30                 

Flag Unit
Yacht Club           Board Meeting

Uniformed Unit
Special Business 

Mtg.
Klowns, Chanters 

DON.  

Greeters
LOH
LOS

Sock Hop            

Ceremonial 
50 Year Members 
& P.P. Luncheon

   Rajah & Zem 
Zem Potentate’s 

Ball
Boumi’s 125th 
Anniversary

NWSC  Vets outing at 
Baysox Game



August 2009 
SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

    2                             3                             4                               5                              6                               7                             8        
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  1               

   23                           24                            25                            26                             27                            28                           29                       

Boumi’s MASA 
Weekend

Legion of Honor 
Commander’s Ball

     9                           10                             11                             12                            13                            14                            15                         

    16                           17                            18                            19                             20                             21                            22        

 Ladies Oriental 
Shrine Grand 

Visit

Daughters of the 
Nile Supreme 

Visit

    19                          20                             21                            22                            23                           24                            25  

   

SUNDAY TUESDAYMONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  1                             2                              3                               4                           

   26                          27                             28                            29                            30                            31                          

    12                         13                             14                            15                            16                            17                            18

  5                             6                               7                             8                               9                             10                             11                         

July 2009 

Irem 
Potentate’s Ball
Temple Picnic

........................................ Imperial Session, San Antonio, Texas ................................... 

Boumi’s MASA Weekend

  30                            31             


