
PHONE	 202-898-1688

FAX		  202-789-1148   

EMAIL	              info@almasshriners.org 

WEB SITE	 almasshriners.org 

      Volume 89          		     			   	                                                      Number  7 // October 2014

Almas Alibi



2 - almas alibi

October Birthdays
Ruben Amorelli
Christopher A. Anderla
Jorge Arze Escobar
Marco Aurelio Araujo
Marco Antonio Ayoroa Saucedo
Jose Carlos de Rocha Barbalho
C.L. Beaver
Ricardo Mukai Berbet
Jonathan Binstock
Marcos Rodrigues Birbeire
Sergio Luiz Braga Capovilla
Alexandre Modesto Braune
David F. Camp
Alberto Hugo Caneto Aquilino
Charles L. Carmichael
Paulo Roberto Celga Cruz
Norman L. Clark
Geoffrey R. Cleveland
Ralph F. Connolly, P.P.
Almerindo Jose Silva Costa
Kenneth B. Crawford
Marcos Leandro da Fonseca
Leroy J. Daniels, Jr.
Donald L. Davidson
Jose Lourenco de Jesus
Antonio Wellington de Mesquita
Marico Alencar de Souza
Youssouf Diallo
Brooks C. Dodson
Mauro Rogerio dos Santos
Jose Renato dos Santos
Gonzalo Arellano Duran
William G. Farran
Claudio Jorge Faxid Haddad
Jorge Fernandez Benavente
Holdar de Barros Figueira Netto
Antonio Costa Filho
Alberto Costa Fossatti
Manuel Fernando Franco Valle
Erwin Sanchez Freking
Charles E. Fultz, II
Mansour Gandour
Tabajara Irapuan Albernaz Garcia
W. Peyton George
Henrique Alexandre Getulio de Barros
Alan L. Gordon, P.P.
Jaime Garcia
Andrew L. Griffith
Gonzalo Ponce Gutierrez
George W. Haller, III
Marcelo Heredia Cavero
Harry H. Hermans
Mario Alfonso Hernandez, Sr.
F. William Hershiser, P.P.
Stout J. Hill, Jr.
Scott M. Hoover
Aquino Ibanez Cuellar

Frank Ireton
Charles A. Irish, Jr.
Fletcher A. Johnston
Fabio Ribeiro Borges Junior
Leonard Kahan
Roberto Wolowski Kenski
Kevin J. King
Tomislau Kuljis
William M. Lanham, Jr., P.P.
Luis Antonio Lavayen Bauer
Jose Euripedes Leao
Evandro Bandeira Lecey
Wayne L. Lewis
John H. Locklin
Gonzalo R. Losada
Sergio Henrique Lourenco
Shawn R. Lovill
Fabio Luiz Wathier
Altair das Neves Magalhaes
John E. Maloney
Aaron Manaigo
Daltro Jorge Weingartner Mariante
Daniel Martins Vaz
Antonio Martyniuk
Paulo Henrique Melchiors
Jose Luiz Menna Barreto Neto
William C. Mitchell, II
Thomas J. Murray
Anthony S. Murray, P.P.
Eldon L. Nicol
Michale D. Nugent
Andrew Plaxen
Angel Reantoquio
Zeonide Roberto
William Croft Robinson
Ronnie Jesus Roca Mansilla
Ricardo Rodriguez, P.P.
Joseph E. Rogers
James Bradford Ryder
Evanir de Castro Santana
Andres Raul Scavarelli Vinolo
Marcos Scolari
Maurice A. Scott
William G. Sizemore, II
Albert M. Smith
Carl A. Stahlman
Howard M. Steele, Jr.
Lionel Taboada Ordonez
Arthur L. Talley
Crawford L. Thompson
Luiz Carlos Trainini
Kleverson Tadeu Valadao
Charles E. Vannoy
Charles W. Wagner
Gust Erick Winter de la Quintana
Harold S. Winters
Randy Wyrick
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  Potentate’s Message  
September was another month for 
Almas Shrine to shine. Fall MASA 
at Virginia Beach, was Almas legacy 
of people who live their lives with 
wisdom, confidence, discipline, 
fulfillment and perseverance to reach 
goals. Our members went about their 
days more positive, more encouraging 
to others around them, living with 
passion, serving others. Attendance 
was good. 

We brought home trophies. Almas 
Yacht Club won two plagues from 
the Summer Rendezvous. One was 
for the remote controlled boat race 
and one for the boat parade. Almas 
Motor Corp. brought home trophies 
for competition on Friday, 1st 
Place in Drill and 1st Place in the 
Obstacle course. They also received 
a 2nd place for Four Wheels in the 
Parade on Saturday. Almas Yacht 
Club received a trophy for their 
float in the Saturday parade as well 
the Shepherds Club. Good Job and 
congratulations to all who worked so 
hard.

Ill. Sir Rick Hall, P.P. won the Art 
Raffle “Red Skies at Night” painted 
by Noble Frank Ireton. There are still 
prints for sale if you are interested. 
Contact Noble Ireton or any Yacht 
Club member.

Thanks to all who worked the Hos-
pitality Room. Our ladies out did 
themselves. The After Parade Lunch 
was a sell out with families.

Almas may not be the largest Shrine 
Center but we did what’s right, our 
best, and treated others the way we 
want to be treated and that’s it. Our 
finest legacy of all - OUR PEOPLE. 
I thank everyone who made MASA 
a success and for the opportunity to 
represent you.

Many nobles arrived back from 
MASA on Sunday, September 7 to 
attend the D.C. Grand Lodge Picnic 
sponsored by the Scottish Rite. The 
D. C. Grand Lodge of Instruction on 
September 29 was well attended. On 
September 11, Almas attended the 
Patriot Day Service. We welcomed 
Fall on September 23 and Happy 
Rosh Hashanah to all on September 
24. September was Healthy Aging 
Month - Try new things, travel, learn 
to paint, take up a musical instrument 
- the sky’s the limit.

Almas is persistent in its investment 
in its basic organizational infrastruc-
ture. Driven to do more with less we 
still request our staff to do the train-
ing required to do their jobs with 
confidence. We can not improve by 

merely throwing money at the lat-
est management fad, we must think, 
plan and act carefully about where we 
need to improve and what we want to 
accomplish, we must share best prac-
tices and weed out inefficiencies.

Check the calendar in this issue for 
upcoming events that you may like 
to attend and don’t forget the White 
House Christmas Project. See the ad 
on page 16 for all the information.

Thank you all for allowing me to 
serve Almas.

Yours in the Faith.

John R. Garrison
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$100 Million Dollar Club
Please enroll me as a member of the 

100 Million Dollar Club

 _____ I have previously made a Will leaving a bequest to the Shrine Hospital for Children.
 _____ I have made a provision in my Will leaving a bequest to the Hospitals.

 _____ I prefer to make a cash contribution at this time of at least $100.00, which is tax deductible.

Make check payable to: Shriners Hospitals for Children and mail to
Almas Shriners, 1315 K Street, NW, 

Washington, DC 20005

I am a member of _____________ Shrine.

Sign ___________________________  Shrine No. ______________

Address ____________________________

City _________ State _____ Zip ___

Please have the certificate read : _____________________________

As part of the Transportation Fund, there has been a recent initiative to raise funds for a new van.
Please contact Geoff Cleveland at (202) 661-9562 or geoff.cleveland@gmail.com with any questions.
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Ill. Sir Royce Watson and Christine Watson receiving their Silver Plaque along with Ill. Sir Ralph Connolly and 
Connie Connolly and Ill. Sir Paul Friedlander at the Donor Recognition Ceremony at 

Philadelphia Shriners Hospital on September 17, 2014

And We Support Our Hospital

Almas Special Business Meeting

November 6, 2014

7:30 pm Meeting

1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Wear your fez. 

Your 2014 dues card is required for 
admittance at all Business Meetings.

Attest
John Garrison

Potentate

Attest
Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.

Recorder
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Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, to 
the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good driv-
ers who are retired or semi retired or still working who can 
donate some time for periodic trips using Temple Vans. 
Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

The Almas Transportation Fund is in 
need of a little boost.  If you know 
of a friend or family member who 
has a birthday or some special occa-
sion coming along, think of a dona-
tion in their honor.  We will be very 
happy to receive this kind donation 

and acknowledge everyone for their generosity. Thank 
you in advance for helping the children of the Shrine 
Hospital system.

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable to: 

Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 
Almas Shriners, 

1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.
Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $..................................

In Memory of..............................................................................
In Honor of................................................................................
Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:
Name..........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.....................
Name of Donor(s).....................................................................
Address....................................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip...................

Almas Transportation 
Fund Donations

In Honor of The Watsons’ 
50th Wedding Anniversary

Royce & Christine Watson

In Honor of Frank Ireton

His Shipmate

In Memory of Richard Bryan

Pauline Bryan

In Memory of Sister Ellen Coleman
Past Matron of Takoma Chapter # 12

Neal F. Jarvis

Other Donations

Al B Col Ives #14
Richard Hassler

DONATIONS
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Join Chief Rabban Luis Cisneros on a 10 night Eastern Caribbean Cruise 
from Baltimore April 28, 2015.

At Royal Caribbean International we understand that when choosing a vacation every ones prefer-
ences are as different as the destinations we sail to. A Royal Caribbean International cruise vacation 
offers something for everyone: a variety of classes and excursions, bustling nightlife, moments of 
quite relaxation or fun for the whole family.

EDWARDS TRAVEL, INC
edwardsvirginia@aol.com

3972 Holland Rd., Suite 107
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

P: 757-431-8624  F: 757-431-8672
http://www.edwardstraveltour.com 

10 Night Eastern Caribbean Cruise					     starting from $836.82* per person	
							                              Taxes, fees and port expenses: $108.16

Ship Name: Grandeur Of The Seas

Destination: Caribbean

Departure Port: Baltimore, Maryland

Ports of Call: Baltimore, Maryland; Cruising;
Cruising; Labadee, Haiti; San Juan, Puerto Rico;
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas; Phillipsburg, St. Maarten; 
Cruising; Cruising & Baltimore, Maryland

2015 Sale Date:  April 28, 2015

All Itineraries are subject to change without notice.

*Price per person, shown in USD, based on double occupancy and 
subject to change. Government taxes and fees are additional.

Stateroom prices starting from:
	
	 Interior	 Outside
	 $836.82	 $1006.82

	 Balcony
	 $1,311.50

PLEASE PAY A $450.00 DEPOSIT TO RESERVE A CABIN 
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Fall MASA Report

Recorder’s Report,

There were 260 representatives representing 23 Temples of MASA at the Business Meeting held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 4, 2014 in Virginia Beach, VA.

The financial report as of August 31, 2014 is as follows:
	 Receipts 			   $9,805.15
	 Disbursements			  $8,331.83
	 Total as of 8-31-2014 is	 $6,006.10

	 Investments: There are 3 Certificates of Deposit with the Bank of Hampton Roads totaling  $116,114.10

	 Total assets are		  $122,110.10

There were three Imperial Officers present at the meeting. There were Imperial Sirs Gary J. Bergenske, Imperial As-
sistant Rabban, Joseph “Joe” Savaglio, Imperial Captain of the Guard and Kenneth G. Craven, Imperial Outer Guard. 
During the meeting Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske spoke about the need to raise the per capita tax paid to Shriners 
International. If you are interested in finding out why there is a need for the increase please call me and I will discuss 
it with you.

There were two candidates for Imperial Outer Guard present. They were Illustrious Sirs James E. “Ed” Stolze, Jr., 
El Zaribah Shriners and Richard G. Burke, Yaarab Shriners.

The election results for 3rd Vice President were as follows;

Keith A. McKnight, Zem Zem Shriners	 88 votes
Henry J. Haughey, Crescent Shriners		 55 votes

Illustrious Sir Henry Haughey withdrew his name and instructed the secretary to cast an unanimous ballot for Illustri-
ous Sir Keith McKnight.

Future Convention Dates:

2015 Spring Meeting
March 13-15, 2015 
Ramada Plaza
Newark Airport, NJ

2015 Fall Meeting
September 9-13, 2015
Doubletree Hotel
Virginia Beach, Va

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.
Recorder

                                                                                  2011 Potentates attending MASA in Virginia Beach, VA, with	
								           our own Alan Gordon, P.P. 2011
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MASA Virginia Beach
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MASA Virginia Beach

Motor Corp.Yacht Club

Shepherds Club

Ill. Sir William Lanham, P.P.
Ill. Sir John Garrison

Assistant Rabban Luis G. Cisneros
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Daughters of the Nile

Assistant Rabban
Travels with the Assistant Rabban

Functions and meetings are getting back to normal now that summer is about over. I attended the 
visit by the Supreme Queen of the Daughters of the Nile on August 14. It was a very nice affair and 
the dinner served was quite good. 

It was then back to work at the Board meeting on August 25. We discussed the preparations for 
MASA coming up in September as well as some other pressing items. 

This year at MASA in Virginia Beach, ALMAS was rewarded for their hard work. The Motor Corp. 
brought back two trophies and the Yacht Club brought back one along with the Shepherds Club. Congratulations to 
those involved. 

It was back to the Temple for the Board meeting on September 22 and the Business meeting on September 30. 

Now we look forward to the Potentate’s Cruise which will take place from October 2 through October 10. This should 
be a great trip as we head North to New England and Canada.

That’s all for now,

Fred Evans
Assistant Rabban

Fall has arrived here in our nation’s Capital! Autumn has always been my favorite time of year. I 
love the change from hazy, hot and humid to milder weather, the crispness in the air and all the 
beautiful colors of the changing leaves. Although it does mean a return to a busy schedule after a 
summer break, it also means seeing Masonic friends and acquaintances that I haven’t seen for a 
couple of months.

Coming together to work for a common cause, for the children, creates a special bond between all 
of us. At our Supreme Visit banquet in August, Past Potentate Paul Friedlander informed us that the 
radiology project at the Philadelphia Hospital was now fully funded, proof of what we can accom-
plish with that special bond.

Samla Temple invites you to a dinner at the home of Past Potentate Royce and Past Queen Christine Watson on Sun-
day, October 12.  This is a fund raiser for the Temple, but it is also an opportunity to enjoy good food and good com-
pany and to celebrate the bond we share as part of the Almas Family. For information and to make reservations please 
contact our Ways and Means Chair, Virginia Schweitzer at vischweit@verizon.net

I’d like to leave you with on of my favorite quotes: “Winter is an etching, spring a watercolor, summer an oil painting 
and autumn a mosaic of them all.”-Stanley Horowitz.

Nile Love,

Queen Rachael Sunderland
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Benefit for Scholarship Fund
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Almas Yacht Club

Ahoy Knobles !

Weird Wally, Almas’ only Klown in the MASA parade, walked with the Yacht Club.

It may be he gave us good luck to win first place in the float division for the Yacht Club. We barely had enough march-
ers, but somehow we succeeded.

Many thanks to Nobles that helped. We know that it was Rear Commodore Frank Ireton who did most of the work on 
the float - from the design, building and hauling it down to Virginia Beach and back. Many thanks, Noble Frank.

At the awards banquet on Saturday night, we received the Trophy, but we also got a couple of plaques at the Yacht 
Club Banquet on Friday night. One for the Motor Controlled Boat Race and one for the Boat Parade at the Mid Atlantic 
Association of Shrine Yacht Clubs Rendezvous this summer. A FANTASTIC SURPRISE AND REWARD!!

We all agreed that to eliminate stress we are going to start working on next year’s float soon. We would appreciate any 
help and ideas from club members. All of your thoughts are important even if you can’t march. 

October we will be “cruising” for dinner at Pirates Cove in Galesville. Contact the Commodore for more information.

Please call the Secretary, Fred Evans 301-460-1982 or Jay Whitcomb 301-989-0121 for directions. We meet on the 
fourth Thursday. Don’t hesitate, I understand from the Membership Department that there are a few memberships 
available. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for fun and fellowship. Saturday, October 11th will be our Frost Bite 
Cruise. We will let you know about the time and location soon.

Fair Winds,
Jay Whitcomb
Commodore



Almas Temple Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 9-30-14)
If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call 202-898-1688.

In Memoriam
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Keith Clifton
7107 S W Crain Highway

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
301-627-3732

Don Myers
27 Amandas Teal Drive
Bridgeville, DE 19933

302-337-7861

Paul Adams
524 Hollingsworth Road
Woodstock, VA 22664

540-459-9337

Warren I. Barrows
1353 Becket Road

Sykesville, MD 21784

Leonard T. Philips
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home

29449 Charlotte Hall Road 
# B223A

Charlotte Hall, MD 20638
301-884-8172 X 7238

Brooks C. Dodson, Jr.
Dogwood Forest Assisted Living

253 North Main Street # 314
Alpharetta, GA  30009

770-410-9169

Hugh Shawen
Sunrise Assisted Living

5111 Connecticut Ave, NW
Apt. 519

Washington, DC 20008
202-594-6096

James A. Robinson
12/17/1918 - 5/20/2014

Howard W. Terrell
8/25/1946 - 8/22/2014
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If you are attending the 
1st Thursday meetings 
& want to have dinner, 

please contact:

Thelma Barmack at 
301-598-3623 

or the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688

Reservations are a must! 
Call the office by 12:00 

noon on Wednesday 
prior to the dinner.
Cost of the dinner is 
$12.00 per person

Deadline for the next 
alibi is the 5th of the month

EDITORIAL STAFF

John R. Garrison
 Potentate

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. 
Recorder

Jennifer Murray
Editor

Martha Boltz
Bobbie Hassler 
Proof Readers

Eddie Challita & 
George E. Whetzel

Photographer

 

Congratulate  We want to...  

15200 Omega Drive, Suite 100, Rockville, MD 20850 
1840 Michael Faraday Drive, Suite 302, Reston, VA 20190 

301.948.5800 www.ecsinsure.com 

What sets us apart? 
 Resources 

 Service 

 Independence 
 We have a proud tradition 
 of serving our clients with  
comprehensive, individualized plans. 

 
Let us help achieve your goals. 

          All Almas Shriners  
     on achieving 127 years of   
  Fraternity, Charity & Masonry 

Unless otherwise 
indicated proceeds from all activities 
advertised in this publication benefit 

Shrine Organizations only.  

They do not benefit Shriners Hospital for 
Children 

and are not tax deductible.
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SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

THURSDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

FRIDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

  2                              3                               4                                5                               6                               7                                8

  9                              10                              11                             12                              13                             14                             15                            

  16                            17                             18                             19                              20                             21                             22                              

 7                                8                               9                                10                             11                             12                              13  

  21                              22                             23                              23                             25                             26                             27                              

 14                             15                             16                             17                             18                              19                             20

  5                                6                               7                                8                               9                               10                              11                  

  19                             20                             21                              22                             23                             24                             25 

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

OCTOBER

Screwballs
Holiday Party

 12                              13                            14                              15                             16                             17                              18    

Board Meeting

  1                               2                               3                               4             

Screwballs

Board Meeting 

Uniformed Units
& DON

.......................   Potentate’s Cruise  ...................

Greeters

Hispanic Heritage 
Party

Yacht Club Cruise

SESC Mtg.

Columbus Day
Temple Closed

Special Business Mtg.
Uniformed Units

& DON

Peruvian Shrine Club 
Hospital Visit &Yacht 

Club Holiday Party

1       

  23                             24                             25                              26                             27                              28                             29                 

Legion Mtg.

                                   1                               2                               3                               4                               5                                6              

Peruvian SC 
5th Anniversary Gala

IALOH Wreath Laying

Scottish Rite Reunion

  26                             27                             28                              29                              30                             31             
Board Meeting

30

DC Grand Lodge 
Annual 

Communication 

Yom Kippur

Christmas Holiday Temple Closed

...........................................................................................Potentate’s Cruise ........................................................................

Motor Corp.

Northwest/BCC 
Shrine Club Flag Unit

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

Veterans Day
Temple Closed

Thanksgiving Day
Temple Closed

Thanksgiving 
Temple Closed

Motor Corp.

Greeters
Yacht Club 
Elections

Screwballs

Halloween

  28                            29                             30                             31                          

NWSC 
Holiday Party

Business Meeting 
Elections 

DON

Ceremonial
Ladies Holiday 

Party

DC Grand Lodge Third Communication

Children’s 
Holiday Party Motor Corp. Mtg.
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