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November Birthdays
Alberto Pierre Aguirre Rojas
Zacharie Amala
Samuel Anthony
Daniel Araujo
Bruce A. Baily
Luiz Carlos Santana Barreira
Luciano Narezi de Brito
Howard M. Bender
Jame Ernesto Aramayo Berdeja
James C. Bierach
Jose Boggio
George H. Bohrer
Michael N. Boltz
George R. Botic
Jorge Budib
Arnildo Emilo Cardoza Daza
Julio C. Castro
Ruy Cesar Barbosa
Diego Chacon
L. Blaine Charak
Luis Gonzaga Chaves
Zalmon J. Chelec
Jack R. Clapsaddle
John P. Coconis
Cecil L. Cook, P.P.
Danny J. Critchfield
Joseph S. Crociata, Jr.
Napoleon Rivero Cuellar
Wilson Tabare da Rosa
Benicio Dantas da Silva
Antonio Francisco Favery de A. Ribeiro
Geraldo Carlos de Oliveira
Jose Valentin Santo de Queiroz
Randy Gene DeFrehn
Carlos Marcelo Dossene Bustos
Dirk F. G. Douglas
Albert I. Fallin
Waldhemar Oliveira Fernandez
Luis Antonio Ferreira
Arli Ferreira
Jose Rodezno Ferrufino Velasco
Teko A. Foly
Robert G. Fowler
Wayne R. Fritz
Orlando A. Gamarra
Antonio Alberto Garayalde Chiarino
Sebastiao Belmiro Garcia
Santiago H. Gonzalez
Kurt J. Hamrock
Neil E. Hare
William D. Harpole
Michael G. Herring
Melvin E. Harrison
Robert B. Hyat
Shane Williams Higgs
David A. Holley
Donald M. Holliday, Sr., P.P.
Luiz Antonio Horta

Daniel Anuar Hoseman Benedetti
George M. Jabbour
Thomas H. Jackson
Antonio Joao Ferreira
Elmosildo Moretto Junior
Hilmer H. Krebs
Nick O, Lau
George L. Lopez-Balboa
Robert E. Lucas
Cristian Adrian Flores Maldonado
Charles H. Marcus
Angel Mariani
Joao Antonio Bortolini Marques
Marcelo Emilo Gea Martins
George E. McKenny
William Park McLachlen
Alfred C. McMaster, Jr.
Luis Carlos Meacon de Vargas
Gustavo Floreal Gianre Medina
Heber Daniel Mendiverry
Erik Milman
Juan Carlos Montano Rivadeneyra
Antonio Carlos Souza Monteiro
A. Wallace Moore, Jr., P.P.
James R. Murphy, Jr.
Claudio Toledo Netto
James Oliveson
Roberto Paucar
Ruben Payan
Fernando Perez
Atair Pertinhes
Tarsis Valentim Pinchemel Alves
Leonard Proden
Jacobo Romero Quispe
William A. Randall
Joel D. Ratliff
Marcos Valerio Ribeiro Boasquevisque
Ramiro Rodriguez
Carlos Roberto Ruiz Hoz de Vila
Thiago Barbosa Scalfoni
Joseph R. Schaap
Natalio Gelber Schlan
Robert S. Shuttleworth
Larry M. Silverman
Gary Arthur Snyder
Adrian de Arruda Souza
Stanford C. Steppa
Keene Taylor, Jr.
Arthur E. Thorne
William L. Turner
Mauricio Aponte Ugarte
Carlos Urti
Charles W. White
Edward L. White, Jr.
John P. Widener, Jr.
William E. Williamson
Richard E. Williamson
Jacob Wood
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  Potentate’s Message  
October was another month for 
Almas Shrine to shine. October 2-10, 
Almas had a great cruise on the 
Grandeur of the Seas. Many Shrine 
centers and Masonic organizations 
have taken the same cruise but Almas 
outshined them all. Noble Paul Mc-
Cauley took ill the day before our 
departure and could not go but his 
daughter Lori Austin, who was going 
to accompany him, came along. We 
were very glad she did as she was a 
delight. Try to join our Chief Rabban 
Luis Cisneros and Lady Ingrid on a 
Caribbean cruise from Baltimore on 
the same ship leaving in April 2015. 

On October 17, 2014 the Greeters 
meeting was well attended with five 
Divan members and five Past Poten-
tates. There was plenty of discus-
sion and decisions made as to how 
we can rejuvenate the Greeters Unit 
and make it a better group. Look for 
coming changes soon.

I have been attending Lodges to 
represent Almas Shriners: Hayastan 
#94 on October 19, Eastgate #34 on 
October 20, Hiram Takoma #10 on 
October 23. Please join me. Almas 
has a Noble, a friend in every Blue 
Lodge in our jurisdiction. Please 
attend your Blue Lodge on a regular 
basis so you can share what Almas 
Shrine has to offer

I wish to thank our Alibi editorial 
staff for allowing me to change and 
update some of the alibi contents: 
a picture of our real hospital van, 
expansion of our sick and shut-in 
nobles listing and advertisement 
notices.

Geoff Cleveland, a new noble from 
Temple Noyes Cathedral Lodge #32 
has hosted monthly Happy Hours 
for the lodge at the Shrine Center 
with much success. On those nights, 
contacts and petitions were given out 
for men to join District of Colum-
bia lodges. We encouraged the men, 
once comfortable in their blue lodge, 
to join Almas Shrine. Those already 

a member of a blue lodge received 
welcome greetings to join Almas 
Shrine. The Grand Master of DC also 
held a meeting at Almas in October. 
We appreciate all the masonic orga-
nizations who use our venue for their 
events large or small.

We have had two poker tourna-
ments so far this year to benefit the 
Almas Transportation Fund. What is 
a plus for this event is exposure for 
our Almas Shrine venue. During the 
tournament breaks the attendees who 
wish to see the center are taken on 
a tour, given proper brochures and 
encouraged to call our event planner 
during normal business hours. We 
also spoke about the World’s Greatest 
Philanthropy, Shriners Hospital for 
Children.

“Going green” may seem like a 
daunting task, but it does not have 
to be. Almas is getting started taking 
one step at a time. I always say “He 
has half the deed done who has made 
a beginning.” A goal without a plan 
is just a wish. The Almas board and 
staff have a strategic plan that will 
take us into the future. The Board is 
developing a coherent plan, a mis-
sion statement to take advantage of 
opportunities to green our operation 
and become more competitive and 
eco-conscious of basics in recycling, 
reducing waste, energy efficiency 
and to more in-depth concerns such 
as green marketing, communication, 
business travel and employee ben-
efits. Almas needs your support for 
a sustainable, socially responsible 
organization whose mission aligns 
with your values. As always, I (we) 
welcome your input.

On November 1, 2014 you are invited 
to the International Association Le-
gions of Honor Wreath Laying at the 
Arlington Cemetery and on Novem-
ber 11, 2014, we celebrate Veterans 
Day. Please take time to thank our 
service members for their contribu-
tion to our great United States of 
America and our freedom.

November 27th is Thanksgiving and 
we wish all a very wonderful holiday 
with the family. Mark your calendars 
for December 6th, our Ceremonial and 
Ladies Holiday Luncheon. December 
14th is the Children’s Holiday Party. 
Don’t forget the White House Orna-
ment Project. See the ad on page 16 
for all the contact information.

Yours in the Faith
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As part of the Transportation Fund, there has been a recent initiative to raise funds for a new van.
Please contact Geoff Cleveland at (202) 661-9562 or geoff.cleveland@gmail.com with any questions.

COMMUNICATION FROM SHRINERS HOSPITAL

To: Shrine Transporters

We are currently screening for Ebola and other illnesses at our hospitals and have provided you some guidelines for 
transporting patients and families to us.

To protect the health of others and yourself, the hospital has initiated an Active Illness Response Plan which 
includes screening for Ebola. The following rules and restrictions are now in place. Please take note of the 
following:

 Please screen yourself and those you are transporting for:
  
  1. Trips to Africa (West Africa).
  2. Contacts with a person ill with Ebola.
  3. General health wellness - no exposure to communicable diseases i.e., measles, mumps, chicken  
  pox and respiratory virus.
  4. No fever, Runny nose, sore throat, nausea, vomiting or diarrhea.

 If anyone has positive findings, please DO NOT travel to the hospital. Instruct the family to call the hospital  
 and reschedule their clinic visit or surgery.

ALL persons arriving at the hospital must be healthy and 
free from illness, exposure/symptoms of Ebola or active illness.
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Almas Special Business Meeting
November 6, 2014

7:30 pm

Business Meeting
December 4, 2014

Elections
7:30 pm

1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Wear your fez. 

Your 2014 dues card is required for 
admittance at all Business Meetings.

Attest
John Garrison

Potentate

Attest
Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.

Recorder

December Ceremonial

Over the past couple of years, there has been much discussion of the Shrine and its relationship with Freemasonry. This 
has been exacerbated by events in Arkansas. Here at Almas, we consider ourselves Masons first. In order to reflect and 
to strengthen this relationship, changes are being made to the Ceremonial of Initiation to be more closely tied to what is 
done in a Masonic Lodge.

While the script of the Ceremonial is dictated by Shriners International, the floor work will be very different. We are 
also working to improve the quality of the work. The cast is already working on their parts. New members have been 
recruited to fill new roles as some cast members are moving to different positions. All in all, this will be a very differ-
ent and exciting Ceremonial and one that should not be missed.

The Ceremonial will be Saturday, December 6th at 10:00 am in the Oasis Room at Almas. This inaugural version of the 
Ceremonial will be for Nobles only. Immediately following the Ceremonial, the Temple will be holding the annual La-
dies Holiday Luncheon with a special guest in attendance. See page 10 for more information on the Ladies Luncheon.

Please make sure you come to both of these events to support your Temple and to thank our Ladies for allowing us to 
do all that we do to help the children.

Alan Gordon, P.P.

Almas Ceremonial Cast
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Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, to 
the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good driv-
ers who are retired or semi retired or still working who can 
donate some time for periodic trips using Temple Vans. 
Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

The Almas Transportation Fund is in 
need of a little boost.  If you know 
of a friend or family member who 
has a birthday or some special occa-
sion coming along, think of a dona-
tion in their honor.  We will be very 
happy to receive this kind donation 

and acknowledge everyone for their generosity. Thank 
you in advance for helping the children of the Shrine 
Hospital system.

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable to: 

Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 
Almas Shriners, 

1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.
Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $..................................

In Memory of..............................................................................
In Honor of................................................................................
Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:
Name..........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.....................
Name of Donor(s).....................................................................
Address....................................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip...................

Almas Transportation 
Fund DonationsIn Memory of David Myers

Don & Betty Myers

In Honor of  My New 
Great Nephew

(Abraham Horace Vincent 
Lynch)

Jack Besoner

DONATIONS
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Join Chief Rabban Luis Cisneros on a 10 night Eastern Caribbean Cruise 
from Baltimore April 28, 2015.

At Royal Caribbean International we understand that when choosing a vacation every ones prefer-
ences are as different as the destinations we sail to. A Royal Caribbean International cruise vacation 
offers something for everyone: a variety of classes and excursions, bustling nightlife, moments of 
quite relaxation or fun for the whole family.

EDWARDS TRAVEL, INC
edwardsvirginia@aol.com

3972 Holland Rd., Suite 107
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

P: 757-431-8624  F: 757-431-8672
http://www.edwardstraveltour.com 

10 Night Eastern Caribbean Cruise     starting from $836.82* per person 
                              Taxes, fees and port expenses: $108.16

Ship Name: Grandeur Of The Seas

Destination: Caribbean

Departure Port: Baltimore, Maryland

Ports of Call: Baltimore, Maryland; Cruising;
Cruising; Labadee, Haiti; San Juan, Puerto Rico;
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas; Phillipsburg, St. Maarten; 
Cruising; Cruising & Baltimore, Maryland

2015 Sale Date:  April 28, 2015

All Itineraries are subject to change without notice.

*Price per person, shown in USD, based on double occupancy and 
subject to change. Government taxes and fees are additional.

Stateroom prices starting from:
 
 Interior Outside
 $836.82 $1006.82

 Balcony
 $1,311.50

PLEASE PAY A $450.00 DEPOSIT TO RESERVE A CABIN 
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After a long period of dormancy, the Almas Greeters are making a resurgence. The Greeters met on October 16th to 
reorganize and determine their future.

The purpose of the Almas Greeters is to greet visitors attending the Temple functions and to serve as ushers as re-
quested by the Potentate. They also serve as Honor Guards at memorial services. 

During the meeting on October 16th several actions were taken as follows:

1. Subject to approval by the Potentate, the Greeters voted to no longer be considered a Unit. The bylaws will be re-
written to establish the Greeters as a Club.

2. The greeters will re-model themselves after the AASR Knights of St. Andrews. As such, new Nobles will be in-
vited to join. It is hoped that the performance of the duties of a Greeter will help new Nobles learn more about what 
Almas does and meet other Nobles until they can determine, on their own, what other Clubs and Units they may be 
interested in participating with.

3. As part of their initiation fee, new Greeters will be provided with a tie that will be unique to the Greeters. In addi-
tion, the Greeters are requesting that the Divan approve the purchase of unique sashes to be worn when performing 
their functions and which will be returned to the Temple at the end of each event. White dinner jackets will no longer 
be required.

4. All past potentates not previously considered were voted to be offered honorary membership. Based on records 
available, this covered Illustrious Sir Bill Hershiser to the present.

5. There were also some banking and financial matters discussed.

6. The officers of the Greeters will remain in place until new membership can Be developed to elect new officers. 
Presently, the officers are as follows:
 
 a. Director  John Garrison, Potentate
 b. Deputy Director Tony Mahfoudi
 c. Secretary  Bill Lanham, Past Director, P.P.
 d. Treasurer  Alan Gordon, Past Director, P.P.

The Greeters will generally meet on the third Thursday of each month as long as there is business to discuss. Absent 
that, they will meet at the call of the Director. The third Thursday in November conflicts with another Club of Almas, 
so there will not be a November meeting.

Yours in the Faith
Alan Gordon, P.P.  

Almas Greeters

And We Went Cruising
Aboard the Grandeur of the Sea for the Potentate’s 
Cruise, traveling to Portland and Bar Harbor Maine, 
St. Johns, New Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Attending were Bill and Alma Jean Bridegum, Jay and 
Nancy Whitcomb, Fred and Imelda Evans, Tony and 
Jennifer Murray, Don and Debbie Ferguson, Charles 
Potter and his godson, Lori Austin, daughter of a mem-
ber, and John Garrison, Potentate.

A good time was had by all!!
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Benefit of Scholarship Fund
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Ladies Holiday Luncheon

December 6, 2014

Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

12:00 noon

Cost to Nobles $25.00
Ladies are Guests of the Temple

RSVP by November 28, 2014
to Almas Recorder’s Office

202-898-1688
or jmurray@almasshriners.org
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Almas Shriners Children’s 
Holiday Party

Sunday, December 14, 2014
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Bring your Children, Grandchildren, Friends 
and their Friends.

1315 K Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20005

Call the Shrine Office with 
your reservations

202-898-1688

Special Guest appearance 
around 2:00 PM.
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Daughters of the Nile

Assistant Rabban

The season of Thanksgiving is almost upon us, a time that naturally encourages us to count our 
blessings. Among the many blessings in my life are the acquaintances I have made through various 
Masonic organizations. It always warms my heart to see so many people dedicated to supporting 
all the worthy causes that those organizations endeavor to help.

Soon the busyness of the season will take over our lives, so remember to take a few moments ev-
ery once in a while to remember the children that we help and also to bring a little cheer to some-
one who needs a boost.

Samla Temple is hosting its annual Holiday Open House on December 6th and 7th at the home of Past Queen Helen 
Pearson. It is a fund raiser for the temple and for just $15, you can come either day (or both) and enjoy a casual after-
noon full of good food and good company. For additional details, see the flyer in this alibi or feel free to contact me.

Nile Love
Queen Rachael Sunderland
samla51queen@gmail.com

Travels with the Assistant Rabban

We had a great time on the Potentate’s Cruise from October 2nd to 10th. The weather was good 
and the food aboard the ship was excellent. On the stop in Portland, Maine we found the city to be 
quite interesting and the lobster was outstanding. Next stop in Bar Harbor, Maine provided another 
gastronomical delight. Then it was off to Saint John, New Brunswick. Here the tour of the city 
proved quite interesting. Next stop was Halifax, Nova Scotia. Learned a lot of history and made a 
visit to the cemetery where many of the victims of the Titanic are buried. Then it was a leisurely 
two day trip sailing to Baltimore arriving home on Friday morning.

On Saturday I attended the Almas Yacht Club’s “Frostbite cruise” were we had a wonderful lunch at Pirate’s Cove 
Restaurant in Galesville, MD. Sunday I participated in the D.C. Grand Lodge Day of Thanksgiving. After a day off 
for Columbus Day I attended the Scottish Rite Feast of Tishri at the Scottish Rite Center.

On Saturday October 18th, I participated in the Grand Lodge Visitation to Maynilad Lodge in D.C. and then traveled 
to Virginia to attend a dinner of one of the ladies organizations. Next it was the Northwest-Bethesda Chevy Chase 
Shrine Club monthly meeting at the Old Europe Restaurant in Washington. 

After all this fun and food, it was time to get back to serious business at the monthly Board of Directors Meeting. It 
doesn’t look like the month of November is going to be any less busy. Where else but with Masonic Family can you 
have such a good time and get together with so many good friends and meet new people? So until next time, have fun 
and participate.

Yours in the Faith, Fred Evans
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Come One, Come All! 
Join Samla Temple No. 51 

As We Kick Off The Holiday Season! 
 

December 6th & 7th 
Doors open Saturday from 2pm – 5pm  

& Sunday from 1pm – 4pm  
(come anytime in those windows) 

 

$15 Per Person 
at the home of PQ Helen Pearson 

1002 Elmcroft Blvd. #101 
Rockville, MD 20850 

301-990-3552 
 

RSVPs with day & count strongly encouraged 
(but walk-ins also welcome) 

RSVP to Virginia Schweitzer 
301-570-6999 or vlschweit@verizon.net 

 

Wine & Cheese 
Hors D' Oeuvres 

50/50 Raffle Each Day 
Holiday & Hand-made Items for Sale 
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Almas Yacht Club
Ahoy Mates,

I don’t suppose that you could call the Potentate’s Cruise a Yacht Club function, but we had the Commodore, Sec-
retary, past Commodore and their ladies Nancy, Imelda, and Alma Jean with Potentate Ill. John Garrison, Illustrious 
Don Ferguson and Debbie, Illustrious Tony Murray and Jennifer, Charles Potter and his God-son Frank. Needless to 
say we had a fine time. The weather cooperated and the seas were fair, at least for the most par.

On Saturday the 18th we had a nice crowd at Pirates Cove in Galesville, MD for our final “Cruise” of the year.

Our November meeting will be a Nobles only meeting to nominate officers for the upcoming year. This is tentatively 
scheduled to be at Past Commodore David Gregory’s on the 4th Thursday of November and then in December our 
Holliday (is that one L or two?) get together “dock side” at Ill. Royce and Christine Watsons.

Hopefully if we all have been good a special guest has been invited to drop in. Sure hope he remembers where Royce 
lives. This will be on Friday December 5th.

Please mark your calendar for Saturday, January 18, 2015 for our Commodores Ball in Annapolis. A good time will 
be had by all.

Looking forward to seeing you
Jay Whitcomb, Commodore
Nancy Whitcomb, (Jay’s compass)



Almas Temple Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 10-31-14)
If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call 202-898-1688.

In Memoriam
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Paul Adams
524 Hollingsworth Road
Woodstock, VA 22664

540-459-9337

Warren I. Barrows
1353 Becket Road

Sykesville, MD 21784

Leonard T. Philips
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home

29449 Charlotte Hall Road 
# B223A

Charlotte Hall, MD 20638
301-884-8172 X 7238

Brooks C. Dodson, Jr.
Dogwood Forest Assisted Living

253 North Main Street # 314
Alpharetta, GA  30009

770-410-9169

Keith Clifton
7107 S. W. Crain Highway

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
301-627-3732

Hugh A. Shawen
Aspin Wood Senior Living 

Community
14400 Homecrest Road # 35

Silver Spring, MD 20906
202-594-6096

Marion K. Warner
6100 Westchester Park Dr. #802

Collenge Park, MD 20740
301-446-1749

Marlon Curtis
1740 S Street, SE # 3

Washington, DC 20020
202-678-0809

Don Myers
27 Amandas Teal Drive
Bridgeville, DE 19933

302-337-7861

John W. Yaag
9/19/1935 - 2014

George S. Woodard, Jr.
6/16/1924 - 9/22/2014
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Deadline for the next 
alibi is the 5th of the month

 

Congratulate  We want to...  

15200 Omega Drive, Suite 100, Rockville, MD 20850 
1840 Michael Faraday Drive, Suite 302, Reston, VA 20190 

301.948.5800 www.ecsinsure.com 

What sets us apart? 
 Resources 

 Service 

 Independence 
 We have a proud tradition 
 of serving our clients with  
comprehensive, individualized plans. 

 
Let us help achieve your goals. 

          All Almas Shriners  
     on achieving 127 years of   
  Fraternity, Charity & Masonry 

Unless otherwise 
indicated proceeds from all activities 
advertised in this publication benefit 

Shrine Organizations only.  

They do not benefit Shriners Hospital for Children 
and are not tax deductible.

This space is available. 
Please call the 

office for details 
202-898-1688

Thursday Night Dinners
Make your reservation by calling 

Thelma Barmack at 301-598-3623 or 
the Temple Office at 202-898-1688 

no later than the 
Wednesday before.
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SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

THURSDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

FRIDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY
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 14                             15                             16                             17                             18                              19                             20

  4                                5                               6                                7                               8                               9                              10                  

  18                             19                             20                              21                             22                             23                             24 

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

Screwballs
Holiday Party

 11                              12                            13                             14                             15                              16                              17    

Board Meeting

  1                               2                               3          

Screwballs

Board Meeting 

New Years Day 
Temple Closed

Greeters

Open Installation

SESC Mtg.

Martin Luther 
King Day

Temple Closed

Special Business Mtg.
Uniformed Units

& DON

Peruvian Shrine Club 
Hospital Visit &Yacht 

Club Holiday Party

1       

  23                             24                             25                              26                             27                              28                             29                 

Legion Mtg.

                                   1                               2                               3                               4                               5                                6              

Peruvian SC 
5th Anniversary Gala

IALOH Wreath Laying

Scottish Rite Reunion

Board Meeting

30

DC Grand Lodge 
Annual 

Communication 

Christmas Holiday Temple Closed

Motor Corp.

Northwest/BCC 
Shrine Club 

Flag Unit

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

Veterans Day
Temple Closed

Thanksgiving Day
Temple Closed

Thanksgiving 
Temple Closed

Motor Corp.

Greeters
Yacht Club 
Elections

Screwballs

  28                            29                             30                             31                          

NWSC 
Holiday Party

Business Meeting 
Elections 

DON

Ceremonial
Ladies Holiday 

Party

DC Grand Lodge Third Communication

Children’s 
Holiday Party Motor Corp. Mtg.

  25                             26                             27                              28                              29                             30                            31            
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