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Ill Sir Luis Cisneros and Oriental Guide Frank Ireton 
with the First Place trophy in the Remote Controlled Boat Race competition 

at the Summer MAASYC Rendezvous held at Great Oaks in July.
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October Birthdays

Julio Cesar Alarcon Gonzales
Ruben Amorelli
Christopher A. Anderla
Jorge Arze Escobar
Marco Aurelio Araujo
Marco Antonio Ayoroa Saucedo
Jose Carlos de Rocha Barbalho
C. L. Beaver
Ricardo Mukai Berbet
Johnathan Binstock
Marcos Rodrigues Birbeire
Sergio Luiz Braga Capovilla
Alexandre Modesto Braune
David F. Camp
Alberto Hugo Caneto Aquilno
Charles L. Carmichael
Norman Clark
Geoffrey R. Cleveland
Ralph F. Connolly, P.P.
Almerindo Jose Silva Costa
Kenneth B. Crawford
Marcos Leandro da Fonseca
Donald L. Davidson
Jose Lourenco de Jesus
Antonio Wellington de Mesquita
Marico Alencar de Souza
Youssouf Diallo
Brooks C. Dodson
Jose Renato dos Santos
Gonzalo Arellano Duran
William G. Farran
Claudio Jorge Faxid Haddad
Jorge Fernandez Benavente
Holdar de Barros Figueira Netto
Alberto Costa Fossatti
Manuel Fernando Franco Valle
Erwin Sanchez Freking
Charles E. Fultz, II
Mansour Gandour
Tabajara Irapuan Albernaz Garcia
W. Peyton George
Henrique Alexandre Getulio de Barros

Fred E. Gilbert
Alan L. Gordon, P.P.
Jamie Garcia
Andrew L. Griffith
Gonzalo Ponce Gutierrez
George W. Haller, III
Marcelo Heredia Cavero
Harry H. Hermans
Mario Alfonso Hernandez Sir
F. William Hershiser, P.P.
Stout J. Hill, Jr.
Scott M. Hoover
Aquino Ibanez Cuellar
Frank Ireton
Charles A. Irish, Jr.
Fletcher S. Johnston
Leonard Kahan
Robert Wolowski Kenski
Kevin J. King
Tomislau Kuljis
William M. Lanham, Jr., P.P.
Luis Antonio Lavayen Bauer
Jose Euripedes Leao
Evandro Bandeira Lacey
Wayne L. Lewis
John H. Locklin
Gonzalo R. Losada
Shawn R. Lovill
John E. Maloney
Aaron Manaigo
Daltro Jorge Weingartner Mariante
Daniel Martins Vaz
Antonio Martyniuk
Pailo Henrique Melchiors
Jose Luiz Menna Barreto Neto
William C. Mitchell, II
Anthony S. Murray, P.P.
Thomas J Murray
Eldon L. Nicol
Michael D. Nugent
Andrew Plaxen
Angel Reantoquio
William Croft Robinson
Ronnie Jesus Roca Mansilla
Ricardo Rodriguez, P.P.
Joseph E. Rogers
James Bradford Ryder
Evanir de Castro Santana
Andres Raul Scavarelli Vinolo
Maurice A. Scott
William G. Sizemore, II
Albert M. Smith
Carl A. Stahlman

Lionel Taboada Ordonez
Arthur L. Talley
Crawford L. Thompson
Luiz Carlos Trainini
Kleverson Tadeu Valadao
Charles E. Vannoy
Charles W. Wagner
Gust Erick Winter de la Quintana
Harold S. Winters
Randy Wyrick



    almas alibi - 3

  Potentate’s Message  

Dear fellow Nobles and Ladies,

We are entering into the 4th quarter of the year with me as your Potentate and I’m really enjoying it. I would like to 
especially thank the Almas Staff for their support.

In the month of August, Lady Ingrid and I visited Uruguay, where we had a warm reception from the Noble Shriners. 
We discussed the future plans of the Almas Uruguay Shriners Club. I would like to thank Noble Alberto Hugo Can-
eto, President and Noble Daniel Gambaro, Vice-President of the Almas Uruguay Shriners Club, for their hospitality 
and making us feel at home. Noble Daniel Gambaro was at the airport waiting for us at 4:30 am in the morning and 
Noble Alberto Caneto was with us at 3:00 am in the morning at our departure from Montevideo, Uruguay. A special 
thank you to Noble Pablo Fontaina and his Lady Monica Marenales, MWB Daniel Rilo and his Lady Beatriz. Thank 
you to Noble Hector Massiotti and his Lady Myriam, Noble Pablo Fontaina and his Lady Monica for the beautiful 
bouquet of roses for Lady Ingrid. God bless you all.

The Biannual Session and Ceremonial Jubilee took place August 22 thru August 25, with participation of 32 Grand 
Masters and Grand Sovereigns from various parts of the world. Our own SGIG Illustrious Leonard Proden and our 
MWB Jeffrey Russell, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia and it was an honor to partici-
pate in this great event.

Congratulations to our Chief Rabban, Illustrious Fred Evans for his investiture as a 33° of the Scottish Rite and all the 
Shrine members that obtained their 33° as well as all the Almas Shriners that were honored with the KCCH, Court of 
Honor.

MASA
Congratulations to our Almas Motor Corps, Almas Color Guard and the Almas Yacht Club for their participation at 
the MASA Parade. Special thanks to the Almas Color Guard for their First Place and the Almas Shriners Yacht Club 
for the Second Place, kudos to Noble Frank Ireton.

ACTIVITIES
The Almas Yacht Club will have their Frostbite Cruise and Memorial Service on October 17th at 1:30 pm. For infor-
mation please contact Rear Commodore Don Ferguson.

Yours in the Faith. 
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Almas Shriners Business Meeting

October 1, 2015
 7:30 pm

1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Attest: 

Luis G. Cisneros, Potentate & Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., Recorder

Your 2015 Dues card is necessary for admittance.
Wear your Fez.

Almas Yacht Club
Due to the 
October Frostbite 
cruise there 
will not be a 
regular meeting 
in October and 

the next meeting of the Almas Yacht 
Club will November 19th at 7:00 pm 
in the Sphinx Club. This meeting is 
the election of the bridge for 2016 and 
is stag. A light dinner of sandwiches 
and salad will be available for $11.00. 
Reservations must be made with 
Secretary Fred Evans. Please do so by 
November 17th.

Almas Yacht Club’s Frostbite cruise 
will be held on October 17th and 
will be followed by a short memorial 
service. This event is open to club 
members as well as Almas members. 
The cruise will return to the popular 
Pirate’s Cove restaurant in Galesville 
this year with lunch at 1:30 pm. From 
Route 4 take Route 408 East. Turn 
right at the Wayson’s Corner exit. At 
the stop sign, turn left onto Route 
408. Follow Route 408 and turn left at 
Route 2 North. Follow Route 2 North 
for about 1 mile and turn right onto 

Route 255, Galesville Road. Come 
down early and join us for cocktails. 
Please contact Rear Commodore Don 
Ferguson by October 15th so we can 
get a head count to the restaurant.

Plans are being made for the Holiday 
Party to be held at the Almas Shrine 
Temple on Friday, December 4th. 
Social hour will start at 6:30 in the 
Sphinx Club and a catered dinner 
will be served at 7:30. Dinner will be 
followed with the annual gift exchange. 
Each person should bring a wrapped 
gift valued at $25. Be aware that gift 
snatchers abound at the meeting. We 
are in communication with the jolly 
North Pole elf and it is rumored that he 
will be able to take time from his busy 
December schedule for a visit. Plans 
will be finalized and in the next issue 
of the Alibi.

Almas Yacht Club and Mini Motors 
represented Almas at the annual 
MASA Convention in Virginia Beach 
in September. This year Almas 
Yacht Club fielded the Almas Color 
Guard and was awarded First Place in 
Division 2 for their efforts. The Yacht 

Club entered a newly designed float 
this year and once again took Second 
Place in Division 2 competition. 

Several club members attended the 
Mid Atlantic Association of Shrine 
Yacht Clubs dinner and change of 
watch in support of Past Commodore 
Rick Hall who was installed as 
MAASYC Vice Commodore for 2016. 
A plaque was awarded for First Place 
in the Remote Controlled boat race 
competition at the Summer MAASYC 
Rendezvous held at Great Oaks in 
July.

Fair winds and following seas.

Frank Ireton, Vice Commodore 
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Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, to 
the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good driv-
ers who are retired or semi retired or still working who can 
donate some time for periodic trips using Temple Vans. 
Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

The Almas Transportation Fund is in 
need of a little boost.  If you know 
of a friend or family member who 
has a birthday or some special occa-
sion coming along, think of a dona-
tion in their honor.  We will be very 
happy to receive this kind donation 

and acknowledge everyone for their generosity. Thank 
you in advance for helping the children of the Shrine 
Hospital system.

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable to: 

Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 
Almas Shriners, 

1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.
Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $..................................

In Memory of..............................................................................

In Honor of................................................................................

Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:
Name..........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.....................
Name of Donor(s).....................................................................
Address....................................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip...................

Almas Transportation 
Fund Donations

In Memory of Eleanor Iversen
Ray & Doloris McMullen

In Memory of Richard Bryan
Pauline Bryan

In Memory of Gib Rice
Brenda Rice

Rick & Bobbie Hassler

Other Donations
William R. Singleton - Hope - 

Lebanon Lodge # 7

DONATIONS



   almas alibi - 7

Almas Klowns Daughters of the Nile
It is my pleasure to bring you greetings from Samla 
Temple No. 51 Daughters of the Nile.

Since my last article, we had our Supreme Visit on 
Thursday, August 27th. It was a very nice Session and 
all of the Officers did a wonderful job. After the Ses-
sion we enjoyed a wonderful banquet in the Almas 
Shrine Ballroom. Thank you to the Banquet Committee 
for all of your hard work. Everything was great. Also 
thank you to Paul Friedlander, P.P., Hospital Represen-
tative for Almas Shriners for bringing us news about 
the Philadelphia Hospital, Fred W. Evans, Chief Rab-

ban for bringing greetings on behalf of the Potentate and Alan L. Gordon, P.P., 
RW Senior Grand Steward for bringing greetings from the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia. We were so happy you could be with us as we honored 
our Supreme Queen, Sharon St. John.

On Friday my husband Glen and I spent the day with Supreme Queen Sharon 
touring DC. We had a wonderful day and the weather was gorgeous.

We held our first stated Session after the summer break on September 3rd. Our 
next stated Session will be on October 1st..

Nile Love
Frances Sunderland, PQ
Queen Samla Temple No. 51
samla51queen@gmail.com

Chief Rabban

Help is wanted and needed !!! 
Don’t be afraid to klown around.

Please do not let the Almas Klown 
Unit go down the drain. After all the 
pleading, we have just one person 
who expressed an interest in joining 
the Unit.

We need your help. We need Klowns 
who will be able to make three pa-
rades a year. We have the Cherry 
Blossom Parade, the Rockville Pa-
rade and the Fourth of July Parade. 
We cannot do it with three or four 
klowns, we need more help. Even if 
you are in another Unit, you would 
still be able to help by dressing up as 
a klown and joining in on the fun.

I can say no more other than we need 
all the help we can get to stay afloat. 
Don’t let the Knowns down, join now 
or agree to help. You can call me at 
301-318-2485 or Jay Whitcomb at 
301-404-7221.

Weird Wally
Boss Klown (For the present)

Now that we have enjoyed some time away from our normal activities during the summer break, it is 
time to get back to our normal Shrine and other Masonic Body activities.  Although the past several 
weeks have not demanded a great deal of time, I did have the opportunity to be a guest at the Daugh-
ters of the Nile Banquet for the Supreme Queen during her visit to Almas.  The Southeast Shrine 
Club provided a great meal and good fellowship on a Sunday afternoon.  It was then back to business 
of the Shrine at the monthly business meeting.  I had the honor of chairing that meeting while our Ill. 
Potentate was away.  The annual MASA meeting was quite successful for Almas.  The Motor Corps 
brought back two awards for their participation and the Yacht Club brought back trophies for their 
participation in the annual parade thanks to the hard work and organizational efforts of our Oriental 
Guide Frank Ireton.  Unfortunately, due to other commitments, I was not able to attend MASA this 

year.  But there is always next year.  

I would like to congratulate Ill. Sir Luis Cisneros for being selected to the Scottish Rite Knight Commander Court of 
Honor where he received his Red Hat.  Next event at the Shrine was the Poker Tournament which always provides 
much need funds for the Transportation Fund.  The Grand Lodge Picnic at Glen Echo 
also provided a great opportunity for socializing and having a good meal.  There will 
be other opportunities for “Shrine Fun” as you can see from the calendar in the Alibi.  
I remind everyone of the upcoming Potentate’s Cruise in February.  If you haven’t 
made your reservation yet, I suggest you do so.  All the information is in this edition 
of the Alibi.  Take advantage of the activities of your Temple.  Only you can make it 
good, better or Great!

Yours in the Faith,
Fred Evans
Chief Rabban.
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MASA Virginia Beach

First Place Division 2 Color Guard
Second Place Division 2 Yacht Club Float



  almas alibi - 10



  almas alibi - 11



12 - almas alibi



  almas alibi - 13

The Almas Director’s Staff Proudly Presents Their 

2015 White House Holiday Ornament Project 

 
  
 The 2015 White House Christmas ornament honors the administration of Calvin Coolidge, who served as the thirtieth president of the United States from 1923 to 
1929. A depiction of the first National Christmas tree crafted from shiny brass plated with nickel and 24k gold is illuminated from within and hung with ornaments 
representing the events of Coolidge’s unique life and presidency. 
 For the first time, the ornament includes an illuminating feature with an LED light incorporated into the design. Discretely enclosed inside the tree design, a 
small switch on the back of the ornament allows the light to be turned on and off. When turned on, the soft white light casts a warm glow through the windows of the 
Coolidge White House. Both the north and south facades are included in the ornament design. In total 14 individual ornaments are included on the tree which is topped with 
a star similar in design to the first National Christmas Tree. 
  At 5:00p.m. on Christmas Eve 1923, President Coolidge pressed a button and lighted strings of more than 2,500 electric bulbs on the National Christmas Tree, a 
60-foot tall fir from his native Vermont, on the Ellipse. More than 6,000 people then arrived on the White House grounds at the Coolidges’ invitation to sing Christmas 
carols and enjoy the music of the U.S. Marine Band. President Coolidge became the first chief executive to preside over a public celebration of the Christmas holidays. 
  
 The 2015 White House Historical Association Christmas Ornament features a lightbulb and battery that are estimated to have 100 hours of display life. The 
number of illuminated hours is an estimate and not a guarantee. The light bulb and battery cannot be replaced, nor can the ornament be returned for a replacement 
after the lightbulb burns out or the battery runs out. The ornament has been designed so that you may enjoy it for years to come without the light feature. Thank you for 
your understanding. 
 

Cost:  $20.00 each 
(For an additional charge of $7.00 we can mail from 1 to 3 ornaments to you.   

Please contact me for orders of 4 or more so that I can accurately calculate the postage.)  
 

Make your checks payable to: 
 

Almas Director’s Staff 
 

Send all orders to: 
 

George Whetzel, 7619 Kipling Parkway, Forestville, MD 20747-1861 
 

If you have any questions please contact George Whetzel at: 
Home: 301-336-5895  or  Cell: 240-691-6318  or  E-mail: gewhetzel@gmail.com  

 
Proceeds from this project are for the benefit of the Almas Director's Staff and are NOT tax deductable. 

It Lights Up! 
Please see George 

Whetzel or any of the 
Elected Divan members 

for your ornaments. 
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2016 Per Capita Changes



Almas Temple Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 9-30-15)
If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call 202-898-1688.

In Memoriam
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Warren I. Barrows
1353 Becket Road

Sykesville, MD 21784

Brooks C. Dodson, Jr.
Dogwood Forest Assisted Living

253 North Main Street # 314
Alpharetta, GA  30009

770-410-9169

Larry De Angeles
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home

29449 Charlotte Hall Road
Room # D314

Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

Paul Adams
524 Hollingsworth Road
Woodstock, VA 22664

540-459-9337

Marion K. Warner
6100 Westchester Park Dr. #802

College Park, MD 20740
301-446-1749

John S. Samperton
9/6/1923 - 10/4/2014

Richard T. Moore, Jr.
7/17/1930 - 9/6/2015



Almas Yacht Club Frostbite Cruise
and Memorial Service

October 17th, 2015 1:30 pm
The Frostbite Cruise will return to the popular Pirate’s Cove 
in Galesville, Maryland this year with lunch at 1:30 pm. Come 
down early and join us for cocktails..

Please contact Rear Commodore, 
Don Ferguson at dferguson@
almasshriners.org or call the 
Temple Office at 202-898-1688 
by October 15th for reservations. 
This event is open to all Almas 
members. 

From Route 4 take Route 408 east. Turn right at Wayson’s 
Corner exit. At the stop sign turn left onto Route 408. Follow 
Route 408 and turn left at Route 2 north for about 1 mile and 
turn right onto Route 255, Galesville Road.

Proceeds from this activity are for the benefit of Almas Yacht Club 
and are not tax deductible.

Hump Day Happy Hour 

        Wednesday, 

   October 7, 2015

 5:00 PM till 9:00 PM

Open to all Shriners, 
Master Masons 
and Friends.

Light refreshments will be 
served
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Thursday Night 
Dinner

October 1, 2015 is the Temple 
Business meeting and the 

Daughters of the Nile Session.

Dinner will be served starting 
at 6:00 pm in the dining room 
and it is open to all who make 

reservations.
The cost is $12.00 per person.

Call the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688 to make your 
reservation by Wednesday, 

September 30th before 12 noon.

Catering by 
Catering Resources

Looking forward to seeing 
everyone.

Starter

Classic Caesar Salad

Entree

Grilled Sirloin Steak with Mushroom Sauce

Pan Seared Salmon
with Figs and Balsamic Reduction

Italian Style Grilled Marinated Chicken Breast

Dessert

Tiramisu
Seasonal Fresh Fruit
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Deadline for the next 
alibi is the 5th of the month

 

Unless otherwise 
indicated proceeds from all activities 
advertised in this publication benefit 

Shrine Organizations only.  

They do not benefit Shriners Hospital for Children 
and are not tax deductible.

Thursday Night Dinners
Make your reservation by calling 

Thelma Barmack at 301-598-3623 or 
the Temple Office at 202-898-1688 

no later than the 
Wednesday before.

Editorial Staff

Luis G. Cisneros - Potentate

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. - Recorder

Jennifer Murray - Editor

Martha Boltz & Bobbie Hassler - Proof Readers

George E. Whetzel - Photographer 
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SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

THURSDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

FRIDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

  8                              9                                10                              11                             12                             13                             14

  15                            16                              17                             18                             19                              20                              21                            

  22                            23                             24                             25                              26                             27                             28                              

 6                                7                               8                               9                              10                              11                              12  

  20                             21                             22                              23                             24                             25                             26                              

 13                             14                             15                             16                             17                              18                             19

  4                                5                               6                                7                               8                               9                              10                  

  18                             19                             20                             21                             22                             23                              24 

NOVEMBER 2015

DECEMBER 2015

OCTOBER 2015

 11                              12                            13                             14                             15                              16                              17    

Board Meeting

Greeters
Compass Lodge

Legion Mtg.

 1                               2                               3                               4                               5                              

Board Meeting

Business Mtg. & 
Elections

DON

NW-BCCSC Meeting

AFA # 92
Motor Corp Mtg.Hanukkah Ends

Compass Lodge
Greeters

Screwballs 
Holiday Party

NW-BCCSC
Shrimp Feast

New Year’s Eve 
Party

New Year’s Eve

  1                               2                               3      

Hispanic Heritage 
Party

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

AFA #92

Board Mtg.

  25                             26                             27                              28                            29                             30                              31                      

Hanukkah Begins

Christmas Day 
Temple Closed

Business Meeting
& DON

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

AFA #92

AFA #92

Screwballs

Motor Corp Mtg.

Almas Halloween 
Party

Columbus Day
Temple Closed

Legion Mtg.

  1                               2                               3                                4                                5                               6                              7                

 29                             30  

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

AFA #92

AFA #92

Veterans Day
Temple Closed Screwballs

Greeters
Compass Lodge

Yacht Club Elections

Bolivia Ceremonial
DC Grand Lodge 

Annual Communication

Business Meeting
& DON

Motor Corp Mtg.

NW-BCCSC Meeting

Legion Mtg.

Thanksgiving Day
Temple Closed

Thanksgiving
Temple Closed

Southeast Shrine 
Club Meeting

NW-BCCSC Mtg.
Old Europe Rest.

Hump Day Happy Hour

Hump Day Happy Hour

  27                            28                             29                              30                              31                                                                                                     

Children’s 
Holiday Party

Cabiri 
Holiday Party

Ceremonial

Ladies
Holiday LuncheonDC Grand Lodge 

Third Communication & Installation

Hump Day Happy Hour
Yacht Club 

Holiday Party

Yacht Club
Frostbite Cruise
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