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March Birthdays
Melchior Caixeta de Abreu
James G. Alls
Paul D. Andrews
Robert E. Anson
Blaine H. Asher
Joao Jorge Assman
Raul Audi Junior
William C. Baggett
Billy J. Baker
Michael Baker
Jay Ivan Barmack
Odin Bauer
Eduardo Antonio Bertacchi Uvo
Robert W. Biddle
Robert P. Biddle
A. Albert Biss
Cesar Blanco Avelino
Irving C. Brainerd
John Broullire
Luiz Adolar Camargo Kieling
Luciano Carvalho Agrizzi
Alvaro Daniel Cesar Fernandez
Paul K. Christensen
Matthew D. Clarkson
Frank E. Compitello
Raul F. Cruz
Maurice J. Curcio
Richard C. Cutlip, Jr.
Timothy J. Danahey
Fulvio Ricardo Peixoto Delavi
Aldo Elguera
Lewis C. Ellis
Fred W. Evans
Albert Jose Fernandez de la Vega
Arquibaldo Evangelista Ferreira
Jorge Barnsley Pessoa Filho
Aljandro Pablo Fontaina Minelli
Marshall D. Fraim
Humberto Garcia Iriarte
Clyde D. Garrett, II
Vlademir Jose Gatti
Atiako George
J. Kenneth Gibala
Rene L. Gutierrez
David Han
Mark E. Hartz
Douglas C. Holbrook
James C. Holland
Damiel A. Huertas
Lawrence W. Hynson

Lawrence G. Jaggers
Dean E. Klinger
E. Sam Koontz
Jerry E. Larrow
Glenn R. Looper
Jerge Luque Sanchez
Jerry Marathon
Matthew S. McGinley
Bruce McMullen
Wayne A. Mills
Henry Mishkin
Deria N. Moeis
Robert L. Moore
Alicino de Moura
Habakuk Ndzerre
Marcos Pelizzon
Cesar F. Pena
Frankel Petit
John F. Pierce
Ben Gil Price
Bilal M. Raschid
Richard Reccardi
Christopher Rivera
Carlos Enrique Rocha Beltran
Fabricio Fernandes Rossi Lima
Irving M. Rothstein
Terry Lee Royce, Sr.
Cualberto Ruiz Estellano
Michael J. Runfola
Sydnei Mitidieri Silveira
Edi Cristiano Siqueira
Norman L. Spears
Christopher Stokes
Jose Luis Suarez Yamal
Sten Esaias Tegner
Robert D. Terwilliger
George A. Valais
Victor Manuel Valberde
Rodrigo Guilherme Varotti Pereira
Oscar Vasquez
Geroge D. Vassiliou
Jose L. Vedia
Charles H. Volkman
Billy J. Walker
Robert C. Wallace
Royce A. Watson
Courtney S. Wessinger
David Arthur Whittemore
Aldo Zelada Montero
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  Potentate’s Message  

Greetings Nobles and Ladies,

As we moved into the month of February, many things have happened or are scheduled to occur.  The Board 

meeting scheduled for January was postponed until Feb. 1 because of the “Blizzard” but we were able to catch up on 

the pending business of the Temple.  Although the attendance at the monthly business meeting was not as normal, we 

were able to accomplish a great deal.  The Klowns did a good job for the Super Bowl Party on Feb. 7.  Attendance 

was not what we would have liked to see, but a good time was had by all, especially those who were rooting for the 

winner.  Next was the Valentine Party which provided a great time for the 35 people who attended thanks to the efforts 

of the French Club.  Next was the Chinese New Year’s Parade.  Again thanks to those few Nobles who suffered in 

the cold to show the Almas name.  To those who participated and showed the Almas spirit at the events these past 

two months, you have my sincere appreciation in showing how to have fun as a Shriner.  My Lady and I, along with 

several other couples, departed on the Potentate’s Cruise on Feb. 26.  This trip included a visit and tour of the Shriners 

Hospital in Galveston, Texas.  Those of you who have never visited one of our hospitals should do so to see what a 

wonderful job your support makes possible.  Watch the Alibi for upcoming events: St.Patrick’s Day Party, the Easter 

Egg Roll, the Potentate’s Ball and others.  Nobles and Ladies, please plan to support your Temple events along with 

the members of the Divan and their Ladies.  Ask yourself, “why did I become a Shriner”?  By the way, has anyone 

seen Al Mas lately?  He hasn’t been seen for a long time. 

Yours in the Faith,
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The Almas Latin Club 

Cordially Invites Everyone 

(Please Bring Yours, Your Friend's, and Your Neighbor's  

Kids, Grandkids, and Great-Grandkids) 

To The 

Almas Shrine's Annual Easter Egg Roll 

Saturday, March 26th, 2016 

From 1:00 to 4:00 PM 

(With A Special Guest Appearance From The Long-Eared Fellow Himself) 

At The 

Almas Shrine Center 

1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC  

Please R.S.V.P. by No Later than March 22nd, 2016 to the 

Almas Shrine Center at 202-898-1688 
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Almas Shriners Business Meeting
&

 Special Election for Trustee

March 3, 2016
 7:30 pm

1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Attest: 
Fred W. Evans, Potentate 

& 
Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., Recorder

Your 2016 Dues card is necessary for admittance.
Wear your Fez.

Daughters of the Nile

It is my pleasure to bring greetings from Samla Temple No. 51, Daughters of the Nile.

This will be my last article as Queen of Samal Temple. It has been a pleasure and an 

honor to serve in this office. We have had a great year and I want to thank everyone for 

their support.

However, Samla Temple needs members. We are not at this time able to fill our line. 

So if you know of a women who is eligible to join us, please let me know. If you are a member and have not 

been able to attend, we would love to have you join us. We have a wonderful group of hard working ladies.

I wish our in coming Queen and her Officers a great year.

Nile Love
Frances Sunderland, PQ
Queen Samla Temple No. 51
samla51queen@gmail.com
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Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, 
to the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good 
drivers who are retired or semi retired or still work-
ing who can donate some time for periodic trips using 
Temple Vans. Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

The Almas Transportation Fund 
is in need of a little boost.  If you 
know of a friend or family member 
who has a birthday or some special 
occasion coming along, think of a 
donation in their honor.  We will 
be very happy to receive this kind 

donation and acknowledge everyone for their generos-
ity. Thank you in advance for helping the children of 
the Shrine Hospital system.

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable to: 

Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 
Almas Shriners, 

1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.
Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $..................................

In Memory of..............................................................................

In Honor of................................................................................

Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:
Name..........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.....................
Name of Donor(s).....................................................................
Address....................................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip...................

Almas Transportation 
Fund Donations

In Memory of Ann Prieto

Alan L. Gordon 

In Memory of Sarah Bitting

Unity Chapter # 112 OES

In Memory of Don Myers

Bill & Alma Jean Bridegum
Melvin & Lorraine Griggs

In Honor of Ill. Sir Fred 
& Imelda Evans

Bill & Alma Jean Bridrgum

Other Donations

Almas Temple Southeast 
Shrine Club

DONATIONS
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Chief Rabban

The following is a small excerpt that was published in Knight Templar Magazine, February 
1996, by Sir Knight Wayne T. Adams. The highlights are mine.

“If we want our newly Raised candidates to take an active part in Lodge life, we need at least 
to give them an introduction to Masonry. Ritual alone, no matter how well done, is not going to 
make a knowledgeable Mason or an active Lodge member. If we want a man who believes in 
Masonry, a man who is an active Lodge member, we have to take the time to show, to teach, to 
guide that new Mason to a clearer understanding of the tenets of his profession as a Mason. In 
short, we cannot just Raise a candidate and then drop him. 
 

	 We have to start by making sure that we, ourselves, have a positive attitude. Masonry has much to offer. It has 
been a source of wisdom and personal satisfaction to millions of good men. Its principles and its benefits are as valu-
able and as timely today as they ever have been. Still, this question confronts us: Why are not more young men today 
interested in joining and participating in our Fraternity? I believe the answer, in large part, is that we fail to present 
Masonry in ways that appeal to a younger generation of men. The men we want are activity oriented. We want the men 
who would rather to Do something than Be something.”

While written twenty years ago these words hold true for today’s Masons and today’s Shriners.  Almas has initiated 
many new nobles over the last year and we must be sure to welcome them with open arms to our Fraternity.  Several of 
these new nobles are already working hard to make a mark on Almas by bringing in new members, sponsoring events, 
and engaging in our clubs and units.  That said, if we want our nobility to flourish we must, as Sir Adams stated, ensure 
that once we make a noble we don’t just drop them.  

It’s incumbent upon our more seasoned nobles to pass down the knowledge 
of our organization.  While never intended to be a secret, much of the knowl-
edge of Almas lives, like Ritual, in the minds of our members.  We must recall 
that we were once new and admonish ourselves that these new nobles do not 
know what we know.  They have likely never run a club but offer to do so with 
great enthusiasm. They have

never organized a parade but are will-
ing to find their way with or without us. 
They have never sponsored one of our annual events even though they do so 
with great pride. Our new nobles are finding their way but they are doing so 
the hard way.  Please take some time to meet our new members, share with 
them your stories of fun and fellowship and while you are together pass on 
a few of those Almas secrets and help make us a stronger temple.  

This month I’d like to thank our members of the newly formed French club 
who hosted our Valentine’s Day Party.  I would also like to thank Nobles 

Richard Drosen, Fred Cheeseborough, and Earl Dale for braving the cold to support the D.C. Chinese New Year Pa-
rade. The weather may not have cooperated but it was great fun.

Do you read these articles?  I’d love to hear from you. Tell me what you think.  After all, this is YOUR 
Shrine. Email me: almas@michaelgordon.com

Yours in the Faith
Michael A. Gordon

mailto:almas@michaelgordon.com
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Samla Temple No. 51, Daughters of the Nile 

Cordially Invites You to Join Us for our 

Installation of Officers 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 

2:00 p.m. 
 

Frances Sunderland, PQ 
Retiring Queen 

 
Virginia Schweitzer 

Pr. Royal 
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Petition for Initiation and Membership in
Almas Shriners

To the Potentate, Officers and Nobles of Almas Shriners, situated in the Oasis of Washington, Desert of 
the District of Columbia: I, the undersigned, hereby declare that I am a Master Mason in good standing in 
_______________________ Lodge # ____ Located in ______________________. Which is a lodge recognized by or 
in amity with the conference of Grand Masters of North America. Furthermore, I have resided at my current address 
for not less than six(6) months, as required by the By-Laws of Shriners International. I respectfully pray that I may 
be made a Noble of the Mystic Shrine and become a member of your Temple. If I am found worthy and my request 
granted, I promise to conform to the Articles of Incorporation and the By-Laws of Shriners International and the By-
Laws and Ceremonies of your Temple.
Birthplace: ___________________________________ Date of Birth: ________________________
Were you ever a DeMolay? _______ If so, what was the Chapter Name and Location? _____________
Profession or Occupation: ___________________________________________________
Have you previously applied for admission to any Temple of the Order? ___________
If so, to what Temple? ___________________________________ When ? __________________
Residence Address:
Street: ___________________________ City: _______________ State: ____ Country: ______________ Zip: ______
Home Phone: _______________________________ Mobile Phone: ______________________________
Business Address:
Street: ___________________________ City: _______________ State: ____ Country: ______________ Zip: ______
Business Phone: _________________________________  E-mail Address: _________________________________
Hat Size: ________________  Spouses Name: ______________________________________________
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Print Full Name: ________________________________________________________________
                                                                 (Initials are not sufficient)

Recommended and vouched for on the honor of:

Noble: ___________________________ Shrine # ________  Noble: _________________________ Shrine# _____

Hump Day Happy Hour
Wednesday, 

March 9, 2016

 5:00 PM till 9:00 pm

Open to all Shriners, 
Master Masons 

and Friends.

Light refreshments will be 
served
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Northwest-BCC Shrine Clubs
Annual Bull and Oyster Roast

Sunday, March 20, 2016

Cost: $30.00 per person

Includes:

Raw Oysters & Clams, Fried Oysters
Hot Dogs, Sliced Beef

Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Clam Chowder
Home Made Desserts

Soda & Beer

From 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM

Rosensteel Council Knights of Columbus Hall
9707 Rosensteel Avenue

Silver Spring, MD
 

Make your reservations no later than 
March 11, 2016 with:

Luis Numkin - 301-933-0537   
Jay Whitcomb - 301-404-7221
Walter Simon - 301-318-2485

Proceeds from this activity are for the benefit of Northwest-BCC Shrine Club and are not tax deductible.
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Proceeds from this activity are for the benefit of Almas Shriners and are not tax deductible.

Rooms are available at 
the Crowne Plaze Hotel.

Contact the Recorder’s 
Office to make your 

reservations. 

202-898-1688

$175.00 + tax per night 
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Almas Shriners Valentine Dance
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O & P department changes name  
Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services (POPS) – Northeast LLC. 
This month, the orthotic and prosthetic department officially becomes known as Pediatric Orthotic 
and Prosthetic Services (POPS) – Northeast LLC.This new name indicates that the O&P department 
is now a regional fabrication site for Shriners Hospitals for Children in Erie, PA.; Boston and 
Springfield, Mass. Along with the name change, POPS also acquired the new 3-Axis Carver, which 
will help staff to provide children with braces and artificial limbs that are more efficient, less invasive 
and more effective.  

O & P technician, Richard Schloendorn, demonstrates how the new 3-Axis Carver cuts a mold from 
polyurethane foam in 10 minutes or less 

.  

News you can use  
f rom Shriners Hospi ta ls for  Chi ldren —Phi ladelphia  
An update for  Temple af f i l iates  
3551 North Broad Street│Phi ladelphia ,  PA 19140│215 -430 -4000  

Carli celebrates a birthday by giving 
back 
At a recent visit, 18-year-old patient Carli Zeigler 
presented a donation to staff at Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Philadelphia with her parents. Carli 
has been a patient at the Philadelphia Shriners 
Hospital since she was 4 years old and wanted to 
do something different for her 18th birthday. Instead 
of gifts for herself, she asked her family and friends 
to donate to Shriners Hospitals for Children in her 
honor. The 2015 Saucon Valley High School 
Homecoming Queen and young philanthropist 
spends her free time raising money for several 
organizations that have helped her in the past.  

Carli is presenting her check to Joy Young. To find out more about making a gift like 
Carli did call or email Ms. Terry Diamond at 215-430-4055 or tdiamond@shrinenet.org  
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Almas Yacht Club

 The 61st Commodore’s Ball and Change of Watch didn’t turn out quite as planned. The blizzard moved in Friday 
after the early arrivers, planning group, and our entertainment for the weekend arrived. The possible break in the 
blizzard did not materialize as the storm intensified and the event was canceled early Saturday morning. Fortunately, 
or unfortunately depending on your point of view, we were snowed in and unable to leave the hotel. Being stranded 
in the hotel with hospitality for 70 people gave way to fun social times and an intimate dinner for 18 in the ballroom. 
Shelly Abbott, our DJ, gamely played along with us and went ahead with her program. A youth group from Houston, 
stranded in the hotel with us, joined us for the dancing part of the program. Surrogate grandparents were entertained 
with some fine line dancing and a Texas style hoedown. It was decided that the Change of Watch ceremony would be 
amended and conducted at the next business meeting. A shout-out and a huge thank you to Holiday Inn staff for their 
help during the blizzard.

 

Almas Shrine Yacht Club is an opportunity for members of Almas Shrine to expand their Shrine membership 
experience. While we are called a yacht club, our primary goals, like other Shrine units and clubs, are to promote and 
raise funds for the Shriners Hospitals for Children, increase visibility of Shriners and the Shrine mission, provide a 
place for members to meet in a social environment, and above all, have fun. As I have mentioned in previous articles, 
boat ownership—while a plus—is not a requirement for membership. You are invited to join us for dinner or at any 
of the Yacht Club sponsored event to find out what we are about. Fleet Captain Bruce French is working on our three 
cruises and other Yacht Club events for the summer. Keep a weather eye open for announcements in upcoming issues 
of the Alibi and on our Facebook page. For information on Almas Yacht Club events, follow us on Facebook at Almas 
Yacht Club. Meeting announcements, event information, registration, and event follow-up photos are posted there.

 A ship is safe in the harbor but that is not what a ship is meant for.

 Frank Ireton, Commodore 



Almas Temple Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 2-29-16)
If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call 202-898-1688.

In Memoriam
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Warren I. Barrows
1353 Becket Road

Sykesville, MD 21784

Brooks C. Dodson, Jr.
Dogwood Forest Assisted Living

253 North Main Street # 314
Alpharetta, GA  30009

770-410-9169

Larry De Angelis
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home

29449 Charlotte Hall Road
Room # B-124

Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

Ezra Z. Roberts
 Smithville Drive

Dunkirk, MD 
301-812-2580

Paul Adams
524 Hollingsworth Road
Woodstock, VA 22664

540-459-9337



$100 Million Dollar Club
Please enroll me as a member of the 

100 Million Dollar Club

 	 _____ I have previously made a Will leaving a bequest to the Shrine Hospital for Children.
	  _____ I have made a provision in my Will leaving a bequest to the Hospitals.
	  _____ I prefer to make a cash contribution at this time of at least $100.00, which is tax deductible.

Make check payable to: Shriners Hospitals for Children 
and mail to

Almas Shriners, 1315 K Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20005

I am a member of _____________ Shrine.

Sign _____________________________ Shrine # _______ 

Address ____________________________
City _____________________ State _____ Zip _______

Please have the certificate read : _____________________________
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Thursday Night 
Dinner

March 3, 2016 is the Temple 
Business meeting and the 

Daughters of the Nile Session.

Dinner will be served starting 
at 6:00 pm in the dining room 
and it is open to all who make 

reservations.
The cost is $12.00 per person.

Call the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688 to make your 
reservation by Wednesday, 

November 4th before 12 noon.

Catering by 
Catering Resources

Looking forward to seeing 
everyone.

Starter

Crispy Romaine Salad

Entree

Broiled Sirloin
w/Mushroom & Rosemary Sauce

Roasted Salmon
w/ Teriyaki Sauce

Chicken Roulade
w/Mushroom and Asiago Cheese

Dessert
Chocolate Mousse

Seasonal Fresh Fruit
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Deadline for the next 
alibi is the 5th of the month

 

Unless otherwise 
indicated proceeds from all activities 
advertised in this publication benefit 

Shrine Organizations only.  

They do not benefit Shriners Hospital for Children 
and are not tax deductible.

Thursday Night Dinners
Make your reservation by calling 

Thelma Barmack at 301-598-3623 or 
the Temple Office at 202-898-1688 

no later than the 
Wednesday before.

Editorial Staff

Fred W. Evans - Potentate

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. - Recorder

Jennifer Murray - Editor

Martha Boltz & Bobbie Hassler - Proof Readers
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  8                              9                                10                              11                             12                             13                            14

  15                            16                              17                             18                             19                              20                              21                            

  22                            23                             24                             25                              26                             27                             28                              

MAY 2016

Board Mtg.

  1                               2                               3                                4                                5                               6                   	 7

Mother’s Day

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Business Meeting
& DON

Motor Corp Mtg.

NW-BCCSC Meeting

Legion Mtg.

DC Grand Lodge 
Semi-Annual 

Communication

SUNDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SATURDAY

 6                                7                               8                               9                              10                              11                              12  

  20                             21                             22                              23                             24                             25                             26                              

 13                             14                             15                             16                             17                              18                             19

  3                                4                               5                               6                               7                               8                                9                  

  17                             18                             19                             20                             21                             22                              23 

MARCH 2016

APRIL 2016

 10                              11                            12                             13                             14                              15                              16    

Board Meeting

Legion Mtg.

 1                               2                               3                               4                               5                              

Board Meeting

Business Mtg. & 
Elections

DON

NW-BCCSC Meeting

Motor Corp Mtg.

  1                               2         

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

  24                             25                             26                              27                            28                             29                              30                      

Business Meeting
& DON

Cherry Blossom 
Parade & 

Potentate’s Ball

Motor Corp Mtg.

Legion Mtg.

  27                            28                             29                              30                              31                                                                                                     

  31         

Passover Begins

Northwest/BCC 
Shrine Club 
Installation

 Yacht Club

French Club 
Installation

Memorial Day
Temple Closed

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite
Daylight Savings 

Time Begins St. Patrick’s Day

Palm Sunday

Easter Sunday

Good Friday

Yacht Club

Yacht Club

DON
Installation

Easter Egg Roll

St. Patrick’s Day 
Party

Legion Mtg.

Membership 
Open House

Peruvian Shrine 
Club Mtg.

Hump Day Happy Hour

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Passover Ends

  .....................Spring MASA ..................                South East 
Shrine Club

 29                             30                             31               
Legion Meeting

Memorial Service

French Club 
Festive Board

Southeast Shrine 
Club Mtg.

Who
Concert

Hump Day Happy Hour



Almas Alibi
1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
PHONE

(202) 898-1688

FAX

(202) 789-1148

WEBSITE

Visit:  almasshriners.org

		  Volume 91 // Number 2 // March 2016

Almas Alibi


