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February Birthdays

Paul E. Adams
Julio Aguiar Carrasco
Robert O. Allen
Gustavo Aresse
Leonard J. Attman
Luiz Paulo Bakhos
Stuart A. Becker
Robert D. Bradley
Louis W. Burrows
Cezar Morais Campos
Ewaldo Duran Canelas Callau
John E. Collins
Lucio Lima da Mota
Hugo de Oliveria
Lynn Allan Dean
Muneer Z. Deen
Sergio Renato Duarte
Darryl D. Duty
John E. Earle
Maurice E. Feghali
John A. Finn
James W. Ford, Jr.
Carlos Frachelle Mussio
Jose Luis Carofali
John Georeakopoulos
Ricardo Guisado
Robert N. Hatch
Mansour Hatefi
Wilton Adolfo Hernandez Conde
William H. Hessick, III
William G. Hinton, III
Kenneth A. Holliday
Rufus S. Jernigan
William F. Jiron, Jr.
Robert T. Jones
Lambros Gaveiil Kapoulas
Gustavo Katz
John G. Keim
Edward M. Kerrick
Sam S. Khoury
Todd W. Kissam

Nuflo Lijeron Parada
Francisco da Costa Lima Junior
Abdelaziz Mahfoudi
William D. Means
Richad Mendez
Thomas Stuart Mitchell
Oscar Fernando Munoz Chavez
Stephen Robert Kenneth Nimmons
Alexander A. Olbrich
Sheldon I. Rappeport
Robert Wardie Richardson
Victor Rivas
Pablo Alijandro Rocha
James T. Rutherford, Jr.
Frederico Moz Scian
Jorge Carlos Seabra Neves
Jason C. Shaffer
Enrique Soria D’Amico
Alaor Francisco Tissot
John C. Tracy
Daniel Varela
Leonardo Vaz Pessoa
Thomas D. Verner
Glenn M. Whitehead
Richard W. Whitlow
Joseph J. Wisenewski
Paul A. Wood
Kenneth Earl Worthington
Thomas Yuen
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  Potentate’s Message  
Greeting Nobles, Spouses and Friends,

First Lady Vanessa and I are very humbled by the showing of support at the Almas 2017 
Installation of Officers. Thank you to Imperial Sir Raoul Frevel, Ill. Sir Tony Murray, and the 
Installing team for a great program. For a snowy January day in Washington we had nearly 
150 guests in the audience including  Almas’ newest member the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the District of Co-
lumbia, Roman Volsky.  Also in attendance were the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Guatemala, Julio Cesar Aldana 
and six past Grand Masters of the District of Columbia.  

Everyone in attendance was moved by the heartfelt story of Shriners care from Joy Lawson, a parent of two patients at 
Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia.  Joy inspired us all to continue in our efforts and demonstrated for us what the love 
and kindness felt by the parents and patients in our system looks like.

On the same day as our installation in Washington our U.K. Shrine Club was hard at work having a ceremonial to 
initiate six new nobles.  It’s great to see Almas growing around the world!

Nobles – This year we are going to focus on three areas:

1)	 Strengthen Almas Shriners through the Fun and Fellowship of our Fraternity

2)	 Support the World’s Greatest Philanthropy Shriners Hospitals for Children

3)	 Solidify the future of our Temple though financial actions and member engagement

I suspect that most likely you became a Shriner to support one of these three areas.  This is our call to arms, so please 
join us for the fun and fellowship. As a result, I assure you the labor of love for the Hospitals and the hard work to 
strengthen our Temple will be far easier.

All of our events are published at AlmasShriners.org and we will make available a downloaded Calendar and one page 
overview of the year’s activities.  I hope you will participate in some of the following upcoming Activities in your 
area:

January 26th – Yacht Club Installation (Washington)
January 29th – Chinese New Year Parade (Washington)
February 5th – Super Bowl Party (Washington)
February 11th – Valentines Party (Washington)
February 17th – Herring Feast (Austria)
February 17th – Congresso Shriners (Sao Paulo)
February 18th – Boumi Shriners Potentate Ball (Baltimore)

Finally, a very special thank you to Illustrious Sir Fred W. Evans and Lady Imelda for their work at Almas Temple in 
2016.  Fred did a great job of leading us and setting the stage to allow future divans to take Almas forward.  I’m grate-
ful for the amount of flexibility he gave me to lay a framework for 2016.  Please continue to support Ill. Sir Fred with 
his Honor Wall Fundraiser.  We would all like to see the wall full of plaques!

Yours in the Faith

Michael A. Gordon



Almas Shriners Annual Business Meeting

February 2, 2017  7:30 pm
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Attest: 

Michael A. Gordon, Potentate 
& 

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., Recorder

Wear your Fez

Your 2017 Dues card is necessary for admittance.
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On the Road to Recovery
Paul Friedlander, P.P., Colonel of the Units is starting the new year off 
with a bang. Both the Legion of Honor Checker and the Clowns Fire 
truck are getting some much needed repair. They are getting some 
tender loving care up in Hagerstown, Maryland and should be back on 
the road all bright and shiny new.

Looking forward to a great year of good weather and many parades.
Let’s get out there and let the community know what the Shriners do 
and that we have fun doing it.



Greetings from Samla Temple No. 51, Daughters of the Nile. 

I had the pleasure of attending the open installation of Almas Shriners on Saturday, January 7, 
2017. It was a very nice ceremony and reception. Congratulations to Potentate Michael Gor-
don and the 2017 Divan. 

If cabin fever is hitting you hard, it’s time to get out of the house and come to Samla’s game 
night on Saturday, February 25th at the Watson’s home. Look for more information in this Alibi 
or contact me at vlschweit@hotmail .com.   

Thursday, February 2nd Stated Session
Saturday, February 11th Luncheon
Saturday, February 25th Game night
Thursday, March 2nd Elections, Past Queen’s Night and an Initiation is planned
Saturday, March 11th, Installation of new Officers

Virginia Schweitzer, Queen 
Samla Temple No. 51 
Daughters of the Nile 
Washington, D.C. 
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Daughters of the Nile

Proceeds are for the benefit of Samla Temple #51 Ways & Means and are not deductible as a charitable contribution.

Samla Temple Game Night

February 25, 2017 at 7:00 pm

At the home of 
PQ Christine Watson
15022 Snowden Drive

Silver Spring, MD  20905

Cost $ 15.00 per person
Social Hour & Games begin 

at 7:00 pm

Bingo, Rummikub,
Cards, Pool, 
Wii Games 

or Bring your own

RSVP no later than 
February 18th to Christine Watson 

at 301-879-2949

Snacks & Drinks 
provided
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Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, 
to the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good 
drivers who are retired or semi retired or still work-
ing who can donate some time for periodic trips using 
Temple Vans. Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

The Almas Transportation Fund is in 
need of a little boost.  If you know 
of a friend or family member who 
has a birthday or some special occa-
sion coming along, think of a dona-
tion in their honor.  We will be very 
happy to receive this kind donation 

and acknowledge everyone for their generosity. Thank 
you in advance for helping the children of the Shrine 
Hospital system.

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable to: 

Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 
Almas Shriners, 

1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.
Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $..................................

In Memory of..............................................................................

In Honor of................................................................................

Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:
Name..........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.....................
Name of Donor(s).....................................................................
Address....................................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip...................

Almas Transportation 
Fund Donations

DONATIONS
In Honor of Don & Becky Holliday

Bill & Nancy Lanham

In Honor of Fred & Imelda Evans
Bill & Nancy Lanham

In Honor of Lonnie & Ann Ramos
Bill & Nancy Lanham

In Honor of Ill. Sir Fred Evans
Northwest/BCC Shrine Club

In Honor of Almas Yacht Club
Frank Ireton & Stephanie Stockman

In Honor of Alan L. Gordon
Paul Friedlander

In Memory of W.B. Walter “Buzzie” Graham
Daniel T. Graham

In Memory of Charles & Toy Johnson
Mike & Polly Johnson

In Memory of William E. Bridegum
Rick & Bobbie Hassler
Bill & Nancy Lanham

Ray & Delores McMullen
Tony & Jennifer Murray
George & Judy Whetzel 

Tom & Virginia Schweitzer

In Memory of Hall Harriman
Bill & Nancy Lanham

Other Donations
Buchly Fund of Federal Lodge # 1

Federal Lodge # 1
International Order of Job’s Daughters, Bethal # 41

Shannon Scott



Join us on Sunday 

February 5, 2017

for the Super Bowl 

at Almas Shriners 
1315 K Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20005

Shrine Center opens at 4:30 pm 
Game time approx 6:30 pm

$25.00 per person

Half Time Buffet

Bring your Family and Friends

Mail your reservations and checks to: Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005

Name: ________________________ Phone number: ____________

Enclosed is my check for $ _____ for _____ reservations at $25.00 each.

Make checks payable to Almas Shriners

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shriners and are not deductible as a 
charitable contribution.
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Chief Rabban - Jeffrey D. Holt
Nobles,

Prior to the installation of our Temple’s 2017 Officers, I had the privilege to take part in 
the initiation of the Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columbia, MWB Roman 
Volsky, now also Noble Volsky. It was a joy to see my Friend, Brother and Grand Master 
become a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. I was asked to deliver the Shriners Creed at the end 
of the initiation ceremony. I spent some time prior to this ceremony reading over the Shri-
ners Creed and I was moved by the simple but profound meaning in this creed. This is a 
creed that all Nobles should hear often, not just during their Ceremonials. It has a deep 
meaning and reminds us of our duties as Shriners. Below is our Creed and I hope that 
each of you will take the time to reread it and  remember our Noble institutional calling.

Noble JD
Chief Rabban
 							       

Shriners Creed

Shriners believe in God and that He created man to serve His purposes, among which is service to others in His name.

We believe that care for the less fortunate, especially children who suffer from burns and crippling diseases, is our 
institutional calling.

We are patriots, each willing to serve his country with fidelity and courage. We cherish independence under law and 
freedom with responsibility.

We honor family. We respect our parents, wives and children. We should instill in our children the tenets of this creed 
and the heritage from which it emanates.

As individuals we pledge ourselves to integrity, virtue and nobility of character. Our intentions will be honorable, our 
relations will be trustworthy and our spirits forgiving of each other.

As brothers we offer each other fraternal affection and respect. Together we will support each other in adherence to 
this creed, so that we and our communities will be the better because of our fraternity and its principles.

As Shriners we look beyond ourselves to serve the needs of others, especially children who cannot help themselves. 
We believe Shriners Hospitals to be the world’s greatest philanthropy and we covenant with each other to support its 
“temples of mercy” with spirit, time, talent and means.

Public Relations
I am looking forward to serving as the Public Relations Chairman for 2017. We have a lot of 
exciting new ventures. The goal is to appear on TV, local newspaper and bring more awareness 
to the Shrine. We are hoping to connect with local city officials and council members so we 
can have a good rapport with the city. I will need your help so please be ready to assist. We are 
heading in a new direction and it’s one we should look forward too.

We will be using Evites, Facebook and other means to engage people about Almas. So my 
advise is Share!! Share!!!

One of the things that helped me with membership was word of mouth. We will need all forms 
of it to succeed.

Thanks in advance for all of your help.

Richard Drosin
1st Ceremonial Master
Public Relations Chairman
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Northwest / BCC Shrine Club 
invites you to our 

Bull and Oyster Roast

Sunday March 19,  2017

At Rosensteel Council Knights of Columbus Hall

9707 Rosensteel Avenue
Silver Spring, MD

Food Served from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Cost $30.00 per person
Menu includes: Steam Ship Round, Raw and Fried Oysters, Hot Dogs, 

Clam Chowder, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Desserts
Coffee, Tea, Beer and Soda.

 

    ADVANCED TICKET SALES ONLY 
   NO SALES AT THE DOOR

    Reserved tables of eight(8) accepted.

For tickets contact:
			   Lewis Numpkin	      Walter Simon	 Jay Whitcomb	
			   240-476-1810	      301-318-2485	 301-404-7221	

Proceeds are for the benefit of Northwest/BCC Shrine Club and are not deductible as a charitable contribution.
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February 11, 2017
Valentine Dinner Dance

6:30 pm Social 
7:00  pm Served Dinner

$50.00 per person
RSVP February 3, 2017

to Don Ferguson
202-898-1688 

or 
dferguson@almasshriners.org

Proceeds are for the benefit of Almas Shriners and are not deductible as a charitable contribution.
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Experience the exotic treasures of the Southern Caribbean on your next Carnival cruise. 
The bounty of Southern Caribbean activities including: swimming, snorkeling, hiking, 
shopping and sightseeing, ensure that there’s something to suit every taste. Come see for 
yourself. Book your Carnival Southern Caribbean cruise vacation today.

CARIBBEAN CRUISES ON
CARNIVAL VISTA

CARIBBEAN SEA

ATLANTIC OCEAN

GRAND TURK

LA ROMANA

MIAMI

ARUBA BONAIRE

8 DAY SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN

From
$  From

$  From
$

INTERIOR OCEAN VIEW BALCONY

Cruise rates are in U.S. dollars, per person and based on double occupancy.  Taxes, Fees and Port Expenses range from $40.44 to $222.82, 
and are assessed on a per guest basis for all guests according to the itinerary.  Offer is non-transferable, and has no cash value.  Category 
restrictions and exclusions are capacity controlled and subject to change without prior notice.  Offer is not combinable with any other discount 
or promotion, valid for new bookings only.  Ships’ Registry:  The Bahamas, Panama & Malta.

TM

Day Port Arrive Depart

1 Miami, FL 4:00 p.m.

2 “Fun Day” at Sea

3 Grand Turk 7:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

4 La Romana 9:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

5 Bonaire 1:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m.

6 Aruba 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

7 “Fun Day” at Sea

8 “Fun Day” at Sea

9 Miami, FL 8:00 a.m.

The port of call as well as the sequence, time and/or 
day may change. For the most current itineraries and 
terms and conditions related to your cruise, please 
contact your travel professional for details.

Arthur Estrada
www.cruise.com

aestrada@cruise.com

1-800-217-1807x128
255 E. Dania Beach Blvd
Dania Beach, FL 33004

July 15, 2017

1440CALL885
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As we start the New Year Almas Shriners Yacht Club looks forward to another fun filled year and new leadership. The 
Bridge for 2017 will be Ill Sir Don Ferguson, Commodore; Noble Bruce French, Vice Commodore; Ill Sir Luis Cisne-
ros, Rear Commodore; Ill Sir Michael Gordon, Fleet Captain; Noble Bob Noel, Treasurer; Ill Sir Fred Evans, Secretary; 
and Noble Walter Simon, Chaplin. Installation of the Bridge will be at the regularly scheduled January 26th meeting. 
In a change from the past, and hopefully to avoid snow storms, Commodore Elect Don is moving the Commodore’s 
Ball from January to June 10th and has invited Kena Shriners Yacht Club to join us this year at Almas Shriners Temple. 
Watch for announcements to be published and make your reservation early. Also, dates have been set for the Shake-
down, Mid-summer, and Frostbite cruises as well. These will be published in the Alibi, on the Almas web page, and on 
the Yacht Club Facebook page.

Potentate Illustrious Sir Michael Gordon is keen on promoting Almas Shriners during his year and is interested in see-
ing the Yacht Club take a more active part in parades. In addition to our normal participation at the MASA parade we 
are planning on participating in local civic parades. On a wider front Almas Shriners will be taking part in the 2017 
parade at the Imperial meeting in Daytona Beach July 9–13. Preliminary logistics of transporting Almas vehicles in-
cluding the Clowns fire truck, Checker cab, and Yacht club float with the Almas pickup are being explored. One possi-
bility is following Boumi Shriners lead of renting a semi truck and trailer. This will require a driver with a Class A CDL 
license and any Almas member who holds the license is urged to contact Ill Sir Michael Gordon. Participation in any of 
these parades will require assistance from the membership. Step up, volunteer, and take an active part in your club and 
Shrine.

As Fleet Captain for MAASYC I have been working with MAASYC Commodore Ill Sir Rick Hall to pull together 
plans for the Summer Rendezvous to be held at Spring Cove Marina in Solomons Island July 28–30. A block of rooms 
has been set-aside at the adjoining Holiday Inn and as usual hospitality duties will be shared among MAASYC Clubs. 
Announcements will be coming out shortly with dates of events and themes. This is always a fun event and the setting 
at Spring Cove Marina and Solomons Island makes it an easy trip for Almas members to participate.

I would like to again express my and First Mate Stephanie’s thanks for your support in mak-
ing this a fun and rewarding year. The club only succeeds when members pull together. 
Thanks to the support and help our fundraiser ornament sale was a success and a check for 
$3,000.00 was presented to Ill Sir Michael Gordon for the Transportation Fund.

Finally, it is with great sadness that Almas Yacht Club mourns the loss of Past Commodore 
Bill Bridegum who passed over the bar on January 4th. PC Bill and First Mate Alma Jean have 
been fixtures at Almas Shriners Yacht Club and his presence will be missed. Please join us in 
condolences to First Mate Alma Jean and keep her in your thoughts.

Please Join Us

Frank Ireton, P.C.
Fleet Captain, MAASYC

									         	     

					      			                    
										          Ugly Sweater Competition during the 	
									                     2016 Holidays. See what fun we have.

Almas Yacht Club
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Almas Shriners Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 1-31-2017)
If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call 202-898-1688.

In Memoriam
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Brooks C. Dodson, Jr.
Dogwood Forest Assisted Living

253 North Main Street # 314
Alpharetta, GA  30009

770-410-9169

Paul Adams
524 Hollingsworth Road
Woodstock, VA 22664

540-459-9337

Gerald Lastfogel
8/28/1929 - 12/17/2016

Marion K. Warner
5/29/1923 - 12/18/2016

Victor Manuel Valverde
3/21/1933 - 12/28/2016

William E. Bridegum
7/16/1935 - 1/4/2017
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Thursday Night 
Dinner

February 2, 2017 is the Temple 
Business Meeting and the 

Daughters of the Nile Session.

Dinner will be served starting 
at 6:00 pm in the dining room 
and it is open to all who make 

reservations.
The cost is 

$15.00 per person.

Call the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688 to make your 
reservation by Wednesday, 

February 1st before 12 noon.

Catering by 
Catering Resources

Looking forward to seeing 
everyone.

Starter

Crispy Romaine Salad

Entree

Grilled Beef Sirloin w/Red Wine Demi Glaze

Seared Atlantic Salmon w/Lemon Zest, Rosemary & Shrimp Bisque Sauce

Seared Chicken Roulade, Sauteed Spinach w/Creamy Saffron Sauce

Sauteed Green Beans w/Carrots
Baked Potatoes

Dessert

Tres Leches
Seasonal Fresh Fruit

FUN,FUN AND MORE FUN
NOW IS THE TIME TO SHOW YOUR INNER SELF AND MAKE KIDS AND ADULTS SMILE.  APRIL 8 
IS CHERRY BLOSSOM PARADE TIME.  IN THIS PARADE WOMEN AND CHILDREN CAN PARADE 
WITH SHRINE KLOWNS.  YOU CAN WEAR HALLOWEEN COSTUMES, EVEN LONG JOHNS AND 
NIGHTGOWNS, IF CLEAN AND DECENT.  ANYTHING THAT LOOKS FUNNY.

WE ARE EXPECTING A LARGE NUMBER OF KLOWNS AS KENA IS HOSTING A CLOWN-A-RAMA 
WHERE CLOWNS FROM OTHER MID ATLANTIC STATES ATTEND.  THEY HAVE BEEN INVITED TO BE 
IN THE PARADE.  WANT TO MAKE A GOOD SHOWING.

YOU MAY NOT WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE KLOWN UNIT, BUT ALL WE ARE ASKING 
FOR IS ONE DAY OF YOUR TIME DEVOTED TO HAVING FUN AND MAKING PEOPLE LAUGH.  THE 
FUNNIER YOU LOOK, THE BETTER.  IF YOU WISH TO JOIN THE KLOWNS IN THIS NATIONAL 
PARADE, CALL BOSS KLOWN, WALTER SIMON,  AT 301-318-2485 AND LET US KNOW YOUR 
INTENTIONS.

WE NEED TO HAVE THIS INFORMATION FOR TRANSPORTATION TO PARADE ROUTE AND FOR 
REFRESHMENTS AT THE AFTER PARADE LUNCH AT THE TEMPLE.   

WEIRD WALLY
BOSS KLOWN (FOR THE PRESENT)

Krazy Klown Korner
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Deadline for the next 
alibi is the 5th of the month

 

Unless otherwise indicated proceeds from all activities advertised in this publication benefit 
Shrine Organizations only.  

They do not benefit Shriners Hospital for Children and are not tax deductible.

Editorial Staff

Michael A. Gordon - Potentate

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. - Recorder

Jennifer Murray - Editor

Bobbie Hassler - Proof Readers



18 - almas alibi

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  5                              6                                7                                8                               9                              10                              11

  12                            13                              14                             15                             16                              17                              18                            

  19                            20                             21                             22                              23                             24                             25                              

FEBRUARY 2017

Board Meeting

  1                               2                               3                                4         

Legion Mtg.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SATURDAY

 5                                6                               7                               8                               9                                10                              11  

  19                             20                             21                              22                             23                             24                             25                      

 12                             13                             14                             15                             16                              17                             18

  9                              10                               11                             12                             13                             14                              15      

MARCH 2017

APRIL 2017

  2                                3                              4                               5                               6                               7                                 8        

NW/BCC Shrine 
Club Meeting

Board Meeting

Business Mtg.
&  DON

Motor Corp Meeting

Motor Corp Mtg.

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

  16                             17                             18                             19                              20                             21                             22                        

NW/BCC 
Bull  & Oyster Roast

Scottish Rite

Legion Mtg.

  26                             27                             28                    

Southeast Shrine 
Club Mtg.

LOH Mtg.

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Business Mtg.
DON

Business Mtg.
DON

Motor Corp Mtg.

Board Meeting

Yacht Club

  26                            27                              28                              29                             30                              31                              

  1                                   

   23                             24                             25                             26                             27                              28                             29        

Potentate’s Ball

Northwest/BCC 
Shrine Club Mtg. Yacht Club Mtg.

SUNDAY

Scottish Rite

Palm Sunday

Super Bowl Party Valentine Party

 1                               2                               3                               4                       

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Yacht Club 
Meeting

NW/BCC Shrine 
Club Meeting

  30                   

Passover Begins

Passover Ends

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Easter Egg Roll

 ..........  Spring MASA ...........                                 

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins St. Patrick’s Day

President’s Day
Temple Closed

Valentine’s Day

Ash Wednesday

Spring Begins

Maundy Thursday

Legion Mtg.

Daughters of the 
Nile Installation

Cherry Blossom 
Parade
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