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February Birthdays

Paul E. Adams
Julio Aguiar Carrasco
Robert O. Allen
Gustavo Aresse
Leonard J. Attman
Stuart A. Becker
Robert D. Bradley
Louis W. Burrows
Cezar Morais Campos
Dominador Sevilla Carreon
John E. Collins
Lynn Allen Dean
Muneer Z. Deen
Sergio Renato Duarte
Darryl D. Duty
John E. Earle
Maurice E. Feghali
John A. Finn
Jose Luis Garofali
John Georgakopoulos
Robert N. Hatch
Mansour Hatefi
Wilson Adolfo Hernandez Conde
William H. Hessick, III
William G. Hinton, III
Kenneth A. Holliday
Rufus S. Jernigan
William F. Jiron, Jr.
Robert T. Jones
Lambros Gaveiil Kpaoulas

Gustavo Katz
John G. Keim
Edward M. Kerrick
Sam S. Khoury
Todd W. Kissam
Francisco da Costa Lima Junior
Abdelaziz Mahfoudi
Rafael Nomelini Matoso
William D. Means
Richard Mendez
Thomas Stuart Mitchell
Stephen Robert Kenneth Nimmons
Alexander A. Olbrich
Sheldon I. Rappaport
Robert Wardie Richardson
Victor Rivas
Pablo Alijandro Rocha
James T. Rutherford, Jr.
Jason C. Shaffer
Enrique Soria D’Amico
John C. Tracy
Daniel Varela
Leonardo Vaz Pessoa
Thomas D. Verner
Glenn M. Whitehead
Richard W. Whitlow
Joseph J. Wisenewski
Paul A. Wood
Kenneth Earl Worthington
Thomas Yuen
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  Potentate’s  Message  

Greetings Nobles,

This will be my first greeting to you as your Potentate and I am humbled by the 
trust that you have placed in me to lead our Temple this year.  The Divan and I 
were installed at our January 6th Installation and I want to thank everyone who 
ventured out into the cold temperatures to take part.  The fellowship we shared 
helped warm us all and I am sure the “Moonshine” helped also.  

We started off a busy February with the Temple Super Bowl Party on Sunday, 
February 4th starting at 4:30 pm.  See the flier for more information on this an-
nual event sponsored by the Almas Klowns Club.  Next up will be our Valentine 
Celebration on Sunday, February 11th.  The first Temple parade of the year will 
be the Chinese New Year Parade on Sunday, February 18th.  This will be our sec-
ond year attending this parade, and I hope that we have as great an attendance as 

we did last year.  Remember to wear “Red” for Good Luck, it is the Year of the Dog.  

This year our Temple will be focusing on membership growth in Almas.  Back in August 2017 we 
started a new membership goal of adding 200 new Almas Shriners by the 2018 Imperial Session.  
To help add a little motivation, the Divan has added a new incentive program.  We are offering any 
Noble who is the first line signer of 10 new petitions, between January and December 2018, a Tem-
ple Life Membership.  The requirement to obtain this award, is that the petition must be for a new 
candidate for Almas Shriners.  This is a great opportunity and I encourage all Nobles to take part. 
 
I want to take a few minutes to welcome the two newest Nobles of our Temple.  
First, I want to welcome the Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columbia, 
MWB and now Noble Richard Bautista to the ranks of our Nobility.  It was my 
personal honor to Fez my friend and my Grand Master prior to my Installation on 
January 6th.  Welcome Most Worshipful Grand Master!  Second, I want to welcome 
the Worshipful Master of my Mother Lodge Federal Lodge No. 1, Worshipful Mas-
ter Larry Von Weigel.  Welcome Worshipful Master!

Be Well Nobles!

Jeff D. Holt, 
 



Almas Shriners Annual Business Meeting

February 1, 2018  7:30 pm
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Attest: 

Jeffrey D. Holt, Potentate 
& 

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., Recorder

Wear your Fez

Your 2018 Dues Card is necessary for admittance.
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        Please enroll me as a member of the 
100 Million Dollar Club

 _____ I have previously made a Will leaving a bequest to the Shrine Hospital for Children.
 _____ I have made a provision in my Will leaving a bequest to the Hospitals.
 _____ I prefer to make a cash contribution at this time of at least $100.00 which is tax deductible.

Make check payable to: Shriners Hospitals for Children 
and mail to

Almas Shriners, 1315 K Street, NW,  Washington, DC 20005

I am a member of _____________ Shrine.

Sign ___________________________ Shrine # _______ 

Address ____________________________City ______________ State _____ Zip _______

Please have the certificate read : _____________________________
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Almas Yacht Club

N.W. - BCC Shrine Club

ON SUNDAY MARCH 18, THE CLUB IS HAVING IT’S ANNUAL BULL AND OYSTER ROAST.  THE COST 
IS $30 PER PERSON (CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE) WHICH INCLUDES BEVERAGES, FRIED OYSTERS, 
HOT DOGS FOR KIDS, BEEF, OYSTERS AND CLAMS ON HALF SHELL AND DESSERTS.  WE WILL 
ALSO HAVE A TRASH AND TREASURE TABLE AND DOOR PRIZES.  WE MEET AT THE KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS HALL OFF OF FOREST GLEN ROAD.  THE ADDERESS IS:  5707 ROSENSTEEL AVE., SILVER 
SPRING, MD. 20910.  SEE ALIBI FOR FURTHER DETAILS.  WE ALSO HAVE MONTHLY DINNER MEALS 
AT $20 A PERSON.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR NEED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CALL THE 
SECRETARY WALTER SIMON AT 301-318-2485.
 
AT OUR MEETINGS, ALL ARE WELCOME, INCLUDING SIGNIFICANT OTHERS.   

Happy New Year and Happy Valentines Day from the Almas Yacht Club:

We certainly hope that you have had a great holiday and are looking forward to a great 2018. Wishing all of you and 
your significant others a very happy Valentines day.

I was installed as the Almas Yacht Club Commodore the same day as the Installation of Illustrious Sir Jeffrey D. Holt, 
January 6, 2018 by Imperial Sir Raoul Frevel, Sr.

By the time you are reading this we will already have had our Commodore’s Ball, on January 20 at Kena Temple in 
Fairfax with the members of the Kena Yacht Club. Look for the next alibi with the news of the Commodore’s Ball.

This year we are planning to have many activities like a barbecue in June and August as well as our participation at 
the Mid Atlantic Shriners Yacht Club, a cruise over the Potomac and much more.

In the month of February I will be participating at the Mid Winter Meeting of the International Association of Shrine 
Yacht Clubs at The Florida Villages in Orlando, Florida.

As I am writing this article I received the sad news of the passing of Lady Sandy Herbert. Our condolences, thought 
and prayers go out to Maurice Herbert and the family.

Happy Sailing, Nobles
Luis G. Cisneros
Almas Yacht Club Commodore, 2018
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Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine 
Hospital patients, along with their parent or guardian, 
to the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good 
drivers who are retired or semi retired or still work-
ing who can donate some time for periodic trips using 
Temple Vans. Please call 202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

The Almas Transportation Fund is in 
need of a little boost.  If you know 
of a friend or family member who 
has a birthday or some special occa-
sion coming along, think of a dona-
tion in their honor.  We will be very 
happy to receive this kind donation 

and acknowledge everyone for their generosity. Thank 
you in advance for helping the children of the Shrine 
Hospital system.

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable to: 

Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 
Almas Shriners, 

1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.
Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $..................................

In Memory of..............................................................................

In Honor of................................................................................

Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:
Name..........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.....................
Name of Donor(s).....................................................................
Address....................................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip...................

Almas Transportation 
Fund Donations

DONATIONS
In Honor of Walter Simon

Don & Becky Holliday

In Memory of Allen M. Hillman
Irwin Pescov

In Memory of Don Jennings
Raymond Rankin

Diana & Robert Dodd

In Memory of Michael S. Truppner
Richard & Patricia Tulowitzky

In Memory of Richard Bryan
Pauline Bryan

In Memory of Mason Charak
Alan & Iris Gordon

In Memory of Sandy Herbert
Rick & Bobbie Hassler

Tony & Jennifer Murray
Mel & Earlene Harrison

Other Donations
All In Enterprises, Inc.
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Krazy Klown Korner

WANTED A 
FEW KRAZY 

ACTING 
YOUNG MEN

WE NEED YOUR HELP WITH THE CHERRY BLOSSOM PARADE AND TO HELP SET UP THE 
AFTER PARADE LUNCH AND TO TAKE PART IN OTHER PARADES. WE NEED YOU TO SHOW 
YOUR INNER AND OUTER SELVES AND MAKE KIDS AND ADULTS SMILE AT PARADES.  MOST 
KIDS AND ADULTS LOVE KLOWNS  AND LOVE TO HAVE PICTURES TAKEN WITH KLOWNS.  
WOMEN, AND CHILDREN  ALSO CAN TAKE PART IN LOCAL AND NATIONAL PARADES. WE HAVE 
A KLOWN FIRE ENGINE AND WE TAKE PART IN THE CHERRY BLOSSOM PARADE AS WELL 
AS THE NATIONAL FOURTH OF JULY PARADE.  WE ALSO TAKE PART IN SEVERAL LOCAL 
PARADES. YOU CAN WEAR HALLOWEEN COSTUMES, EVEN LONG JOHNS AND NIGHTGOWNS, 
IF CLEAN AND DECENT.  ANYTHING THAT MAKES YOU LOOK FUNNY.

YOU MAY NOT WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE KLOWN UNIT, BUT ALL WE ARE 
ASKING FOR IS ONE DAY OF YOUR TIME DEVOTED TO HAVING FUN AND MAKING PEOPLE 
LAUGH. THE FUNNIER YOU LOOK, THE BETTER. IF YOU WISH TO JOIN THE KLOWNS IN THE 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL PARADES. CALL THE BOSS KLOWN, WALTER SIMON, AT 301-318-2485,  
AND LET US KNOW YOUR INTENTIONS.

WEIRD WALLY
BOSS KLOWN (FOR THE PRESENT)
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Chief Rabban - Frank Ireton
And so the New Year begins. Congratulations to Illustrious Sir JD Holt, installed as 
the 2018 Almas Potentate. A nice turnout for the installation started the year off with a 
reception catered by Atlantic Catering and live music to entertain guests. Imperial Sir 
Raoul Frevel, Sr. from Boumi Temple was the installing officer for the 18th year in a 
row. Not wanting to pass up the opportunity I invited him to serve as the installing of-
ficer for 2019 and, not to be out done, Noble George Perez, Assistant Rabban, invited 
him to serve at the 2020 installation for the 20th time. It is nice to have some of the 
2019 year planning in hand.

Check the Almas calendar on the back page of this Alibi for upcoming events. The Al-
mas Klowns are sponsoring a Superbowl party on February 4. The doors will open at 
4:30 PM with a game time at 6:30. RSVP to Head Klown Walter Simon or the Temple 
Office by February 1 if you wish to attend. There will be games, food, and fun. Come 
on down and cheer on your favorite team or jeer your least favorite team. Ravens and 

Redskin fans can commiserate on missed opportunities over an adult beverage of choice. 

Our first of several 2018 parade appearances will be the Chinese New Year’s Parade on February 18th. Dress 
warmly and wear your Fez. Time and meeting place to be announced on our website and Facebook pages. We are 
looking to participate in more of the local parades this year. If you know of a parade in your area let us know and 
we will see if it can be worked into the schedule. 

Business meetings are on the first Thursday with social and dinner prior to the meeting. Your attendance at the 
meeting supports Almas and keeps you informed of upcoming events. Illustrious Sir Holt has put forth a goal of 
100 new members for Almas over the next year. This is in support of Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske’s “I am com-
mitted, are you?” with the goal of growing Shrine membership. Illustrious Sir JD Holt’s other goal is near and 
dear to me, that of focusing on Almas Units and Clubs. Almas Shriners members are encouraged to  become 
actively involved in the clubs and units to share in the fun of Shrinedom. If you have suggestions on improvement 
of the Unit and Club experience contact Illustrious Sir JD or any of the Elected Divan.

Yours in the Faith.

Frank Ireton
Chief Rabban
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Assistant Rabban - George Perez
			             “Presidents’ Day”

“Presidents’ Day” is celebrated on the third Monday in February each year as a day to recognize 
all presidents, past and present.  Some consider it a celebration of certain key presidents, such as 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.

“Presidents’” Day was originally established in 1885 in recognition of President Ill. Bro. George 
Washington, it is still officially called “Washington’s Birthday” by the Federal Government.  Tradi-
tionally celebrated on February 22nd, Ill. Bro. Washington’s actual day of birth, the holiday became 
known as “Presidents’ Day” after it was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform Monday Holiday Act.

Ill. Bro. Washington, according to the calendar which has been used since the mid-18th century, was born on February 
22, 1732.  According to the old-style calendar in use back then, he was born on February 11.  In 1796, many Ameri-
cans celebrated his birthday on the 22nd while others marked the occasion on the 11th instead.

At the time, Ill. Bro. George Washington was venerated as the most important figure in American history, and events 
like the 1832 centennial of his birth and the start of construction of the Washington Monument in 1848 were cause for 
national celebration.

Ill. Bro. George Washington’s Birthday was an unofficial observance for most of the 1800s.  It was not until the late 
1870s when it became a Federal Holiday.  Senator Steven Wallace Dorsey of Arkansas was first to propose the mea-
sure, and in 1879 President Rutherford B. Hayes signed it into law.  The holiday initially applied to the District of Co-
lumbia, but in 1885 it expanded to the entire country.  At the time, Washington’s Birthday joined 
four other nationally recognized Federal Holidays; Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, Independence 
Day, and Thanksgiving Day.  This was the first holiday which celebrates the life of an individual 
American.

As Deity would have it, our country way given President Abraham Lincoln, a revered president 
born on the 12th of February.  The first formal observance of his birthday took place in 1865, the 
year after his assassination, when both Houses of Congress gathered for a memorial address.

The change from Washington’s Birthday to “Presidents’ Day” began in the late 1960s when Con-
gress proposed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act.  This law shifted the celebration of several Federal Holidays from 
specific dates to a series of predetermined Mondays.  While the holiday in February remains officially known as 
Washington’s Birthday to the Office of Personnel Management, it has become known as “Presidents’ Day” to the gen-
eral public.  This has made the third Monday in February a day for honoring both Presidents Washington and Lincoln, 
as well as all the other men who have served as President.

Lawmakers debated combining Washington’s birthday celebration with Lincoln’s birthday, but the act never estab-
lished the observance of both birthdays as one.  Interestingly, even though William Henry Harrison and Ronald Rea-
gan were also born in February, “Presidents Day” never actually lands on a president’s birthday.  All of their actual 
birth dates are too early or too late in the month to fall on Presidents’ Day.

Presidents Washington and Lincoln remain the two most recognized leaders of “Presidents’ Day” and is now seen as 
a day to recognize the lives and achievements of all of America’s Chief Executives.  Some lawmakers have objected 
to this view, arguing that grouping George Washington and Abraham Lincoln together with less successful Presidents 
minimizes their legacies. Most firmly agree, as Ill. Bro. Washington’s achievements far over shadow the achievements 
of those who have come after.  
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Almas Shriners Super Bowl Party

Almas Temple 
1315 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Sunday, February 4, 2018

Cost $25.00 per person
(Make checks payable to 

Almas Shriners)

Shrine Center will open at 4:30 PM 
Game time approx 6:30 PM

RSVP to Walter Simon 301-318-2485 
or the Temple Office at 202-898-1688

no later than February 1, 2018

Bring your Family and Friends
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Join us on February 11, 2018 
for a Valentine Brunch 
from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM at 

Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW, Washington, DC.

$25.00 per couple

Business Casual 
Reservations to 

reservations@almasshriners.org 
no later than Thursday, February 8, 2018



The First Parade of the Year

DC’s Chinatown Celebrates 
the Year of the Dog

Sunday, February 18th, 2018 
at 2:00 pm

Route Start: 6th & Eye St., NW 
Route End: 6th & H St. NW

Join Almas Shriners and help our 
neighbors celebrate 

the New Year Chinatown style.
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Northwest/BCC Shrine Clubs

Annual Bull & Oyster Roast

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

Cost: $30.00 per person
Includes

Raw Oysters & Clams, Fried Oysters
Hot Dogs, Sliced Beef

Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Clam Chowder
Home Made Desserts

Soda & Beer

From 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Rosensteel Council Knights of Columbus Hall

9707 Rosensteel Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 

Make your reservations no later than 
March 9, 2018 with:

Walter Simon  301-318-2485
Jay Whitcomb 301-989-0121

Luis Numkin 301-933-0537



14 - almas alibi

Save the Date

May 19, 2018

Almas Crab Feast

Location: Home of Almas Gordon, P.P.

Cost: $25.00 per person



Almas Shriners Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 1-22-2018)
If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call 202-898-1688.

In Memoriam
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Paul Adams
524 Hollingsworth Road
Woodstock, VA 22664

540-459-9337

Scott Miskovic
Summit Place Assisted Living

491 Highway 17, # 232
Little River, SC  29566

843-685-5554

Irving M. Rothstein
3/23/1918 - 12/31/2017
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Thursday Night 
Dinner

Petition for Initiation and Membership in
Almas Shriners

To the Potentate, Officers and Nobles of Almas Shriners, situated in the Oasis of Washington, Desert of the District of 
Columbia: I, the undersigned, hereby declare that I am a Master Mason in good standing in _______________________ 
Lodge # ____ Located in ______________________. Which is a lodge recognized by or in amity with the conference of 
Grand Masters of North America. Furthermore, I have resided at my current address for not less than six(6) months, as 
required by the By-Laws of Shriners International. I respectfully pray that I may be made a Noble of the Mystic Shrine 
and become a member of your Temple. If I am found worthy and my request granted, I promise to conform to the Articles 
of Incorporation and the By-Laws of Shriners International and the By-Laws and Ceremonies of your Temple.
Birthplace: ___________________________________ Date of Birth: ________________________
Were you ever a DeMolay? _______ If so, what was the Chapter Name and Location? _____________
Profession or Occupation: ___________________________________________________
Have you previously applied for admission to any Temple of the Order? ___________
If so, to what Temple? ___________________________________ When ? __________________
Residence Address:
Street: ___________________________ City: __________________ State: ____ Country: ______________ Zip: ______
Home Phone: _______________________________ Mobile Phone: ______________________________
Business Address:
Street: ___________________________ City: __________________ State: ____ Country: ______________ Zip: ______
Business Phone: _________________________________  E-mail Address: ___________________________________
Hat Size: ________________  Spouses Name: ______________________________________________
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________ Date: _________________________

Print Full Name: ________________________________________________________________
                                                                 (Initials are not sufficient)

Recommended and vouched for on the honor of:

Noble: ___________________________ Shrine # ________  Noble: ___________________________ Shrine# _______

February 1, 2018 is the Temple 
Business Meeting and the 

Daughters of the Nile Session.

Dinner will be served starting 
at 6:00 pm in the dining room 
and it is open to all who make 

reservations.
The cost is 

$15.00 per person.

Call the Temple Office at 
202-898-1688 to make your 
reservation by Wednesday,  

January 31, 2018 
before 12 noon.

Catering by 
Catering Resources

Looking forward to seeing 
everyone.

Crispy Romaine Salad

Grilled Beef Sirloin w/Demi Glaze Sauce
and 

Chicken Roulade w/Mushroom Sauce
Sauteed Broccoli and Carrots
Homemade Mashed Potatoes

Key Lime Pie
Seasonal Fresh Fruit
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Deadline for the next 
alibi is the 5th of the month

 

You deserve more – an advocate that successfully defines and manages 
your risks. 

Early, Cassidy & Schilling, LLC is a regional, independently owned risk 
management firm with a global reach. Our experienced staff of specialists 
deliver customized insurance and risk control solutions to protect your 
business and support your company's goals. 

Our objective is to do all this and exceed your customer service expectations.

Phone: 301-948-5800 
15200 Omega Drive • Suite 100 
Rockville, MD 20850 
www.ecsinsure.com

Early, Cassidy & Schilling, LLC

Unless otherwise indicated proceeds from all activities advertised in this publication benefit 
Shrine Organizations only.  

They do not benefit Shriners Hospital for Children and are not tax deductible.

Editorial Staff

Jeffrey D.Holt - Potentate

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. - Recorder

Jennifer Murray - Editor

Martha Boltz & Bobbie Hassler - Proof Readers
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
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THURSDAY FRIDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SATURDAY
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  15                             16                             17                             18                             19                              20                              21      

FEBRUARY 2018

APRIL 2018

  8                              9                                10                             11                              12                             13                             14       

NW/BCC Shrine 
Club Meeting

  22                             23                             24                              25                             26                             27                             28                        

Scottish Rite

NW/BCC  Shrine 
Club Mtg.

  25                            26                              27                             28                                                                    

   29                             30                                                                

SUNDAY

 1                               2                                3                           

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Yacht Club 
Meeting

Board Meeting

President’s Day
Temple Closed

Valentine’s Day

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Cherry Blossom 
Parade

 
Business Mtg. &

DON

Scottish Rite

Business Mtg.
&  DON

Super Bowl
Game

Board Meeting

Motor Corp. Mtg.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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  18                             19                             20                             21                             22                             23                              24                      
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MARCH 2018

NW/BCC Shrine 
Club Meeting

Scottish Rite

Legion of Honor 
Mtg.

 1                               2                                3                           

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Yacht Club 
Meeting

Scottish Rite

Business Mtg.
&  DON

Board Meeting

Motor Corp. Mtg.

  25                            26                              27                             28                             29                              30                              31                                                                        

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins St. Patricks Day

Palm Sunday Passover BeginsGood Friday
NW/BCC Shrine 

Club Mtg.

NW/BCC 
Bull & Oyster 

Roast

Motor Corp. Mtg.

NW/BCC  Shrine 
Club Mtg.

Yacht Club 
Meeting

Scottish Rite
Installation

Valentine 
Celebration

Chinese New 
Year Parade

St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration

 1                                2                               3                               4                               5                               6                                 7      
Easter Sunday

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Olney Day Parade
Southeast Shrine 

Club Meeting

           ..........Spring MASA   ...........                                                    

Easter Egg Roll
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