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January Birthdays

Gerald A. Alleva
Evandro C. Almeida Filho
Glenn Amodeo
William D. Artman
Armando Assumpcao
Paul L. Baker
Morton A. Bender
David M. Benson
Arthur Bongo Ondimba
Robert P. Bradshaw, Jr.
Herbert M. Brakebill
Norman David Briggs
Alejandro Brum
Robert J. Burrows
Germano Cesar de Oliveira Cardoso
Rhadyno Cayman
Orrin Champlain, III
Moritz A. Cohen, Jr.
Robert P. Collins
Robert E. Collins, III
Kenneth J. Collins, P.P.
Robert N. Corbin
Emeric C. Debor
Luis Alberto Delfino Vivo
Edward L. Dixon
Joseph Dudick, Jr.
Adam C. Duncan
Benjamin Fe
Adauto Ferreira Lemos Filho
Jose Neuber Firmino Assis
Jesse F. Goodson, Jr.
Jonathan L. Harris
Maurice A. Herbert
Robert G. Hight, Jr.
Dean D. Howard
Edward A. James
Craig R. Lasher
John S. Lloyd

Ritchie D. Maligad
Philip E. Mc Allister
Victor L. Morgan, Jr.
Guenter Nebel
Jeffrey A. Norvall
Ralph E. Pearson
Jefferson de Alexandre Pessoa
Lonnie Ramos, P.P.
Raymond B. Rankin
Andrew J. Reggia
John P. Romero
Enzo Diego Rosa Macchiavello
Jose Pablo Rostkier
Selim Pierre Salem
Andre G. Salem
Fadi Sarkis
David L. Smith
Christiano Jose Soares
Ernest L. Solar
Adelucio Jose do Prado Souza
Walter F. Taylor
James A. Thorp
Andre L. Tia
Andrew J. Uhlman
Gustavo H. Valadares Fernandes de Araujo
Erwin D. A. Villanueva
Barry L. Whaley
Marcus William
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  Potentate’s  Rambles  
Es Selamu Aleikum

Congratulations to the newly elected 2020 Divan and best wishes for a successful year. 
It is a team effort to provide leadership for Almas and I have been fortunate in the support, not only from the Divan, 
but from the membership as well. As the year draws to a close I look back and reflect on the year. It has been a fun but 
challenging year. Perhaps the biggest challenge faced by your Divan this year was the subject of drawing on invest-
ments to cover expenses as it has been for the past several years. Fortunately, the opportunity to lease the ballroom will 
in the long run address this issue and preserve an Almas Shriners presence in DC.

The fun part of the year has been the events and social life that are part of Almas Shriners. From the parades, crab 
feast, and other events at the temple, to Imperial Session and MASA in Virginia Beach it has been an eventful year. It 
is the teamwork that brought these together and my sincere thank you to all who worked to make these happen.

My only regret this year is that Lady Stephanie was not able to fully participate in our activities. In parting I would 
like to express my, and I am sure Lady Stephanie’s, deepest appreciation for the support, thoughts, words, kindness, 
and love extended by the Almas Shriners family. It truly makes a difference in our lives to know that people care. This 
is what Freemasonry is about.

Aleikum Es Selam

Frank Ireton
2019 Potentate
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Almas Shriners 
Annual Business Meeting

January 9, 2020  7:30 PM

1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Attest: 
Frank Ireton, Potentate 

& 
Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., Recorder

Wear your Fez
Your 2020 Dues Card is necessary for admittance.

Almas Open Installation of Officers

January 25, 2020

Join us at 1:00 PM 
as we install the new 

Officers for 2020

Almas Shrine Center
1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC
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Chief Rabban - George Perez

Dear Brethren,

Thank you for your confidence and election of me to the Station of Potentate for the 2020 
ensuing year.  This privilege has left me overwhelmed and excited.  Representing Almas 
Shriners is truly a dream come true for me; and accepting this position has left me on cloud 
nine.  

As we continue to grow as Temple, it has become increasingly important to explicitly define 
the core values of Shriners Hospitals for Children from which we develop our culture, our 
mission, and our decision-making framework.

Per Shriners Hospitals for Children website, our Craft has a mission to:

	Provide the highest quality care to children with neuromuscular skeletal conditions, burn injuries, and other 
special healthcare needs within a compassionate, family-centered and collaborative care environment. 

	Provide for the education of physicians and other healthcare professionals. 

	Conduct research to discover new knowledge that improves the quality of care and quality of life of children 
and families.

We know this is of utmost importance.  BUT, it cannot be achieved if Almas Shriners are unable to contribute.  This 
2020 year, we will be undergoing a physical transformation of our ballroom and kitchen areas with the rental agreement 
to the hotel.  While this fortunate opportunity to save the physical location has been granted to us by the hand of 
Providence, we are in danger of continual diminishing membership.  

The Grand Architect of the Universe has granted us the opportunity to fulfill our mission by saving our home, now 
we must all work to fill it with family.  As we examine our situation, me must look to evolve this, the changing time; 
preserve some traditions and create new ones which will attract young Masons and more importantly, keep them 
engaged and inspired to service.  

This year, as we learn to work with our tenant and the small inconvenience of sharing our beloved ballroom, lets take 
the opportunity to change the offerings or lack of, we provide to our membership.  By doing so, we will attract and 
engage new men to our Craft and mission.  We must concentrate on rebuilding our temple and family locally first if 
we expect to be an effective contributor to Shriners Hospitals for Children.  This can only be achieved if collectively, 
we are willing to evolve to the changing times and needs of a younger Mason whose process may not be as ours, but 
whose goals and results are aligned. 

Please help me in opening the doors to the next generation of Almas Shriners.  It is their vision and labor we must 
embrace to ensure our Temple and Home is healthy, prosperous, and celebrating our 200th anniversary in 2086. 

Please accept my sincere gratitude to all our brethren.  It is indeed an honor and privilege to labor with all of you.   

I will be extremely honored and grateful if you would attend the Almas Shiners Installation on Saturday, January 25, 
2020 at 1:00pm.   

S&F,
George Perez
E.C.R.A.P.



The Almas Transportation Fund is in 
need of a little boost.  If you know of 
a friend or family member who has 
a birthday or some special occasion 
coming along, think of a donation in 

their honor.  We will be very happy to receive this kind 
donation and acknowledge everyone for their generos-
ity. Thank you in advance for helping the children of 
the Shrine Hospital system.
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Almas Shrine is responsible for transporting Shrine Hospital 
patients, along with their parent or guardian, to the Shriners 

Hospital in Philadelphia. We need good drivers who are 
retired or semi retired or still working who can donate some 

time for periodic trips using Temple Vans. Please call 
202-898-1688 and volunteer. 

   Remember a loved one or a friend, make a donation to the 
Almas Hospital Transportation Fund. Make checks payable to: 

Almas Hospital Transportation Fund and mail to 
Almas Shriners, 

1315 K Street, NW Washington, DC 20005.
Donations to the Transportation Fund are tax deductible.

Date.................................         Amount $..................................

In Memory of..............................................................................

In Honor of................................................................................

Person(s) to whom acknowledgment is to be sent:
Name..........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
City & State................................................... Zip.....................
Name of Donor(s).....................................................................
Address....................................................................................
City &  State.................................................. Zip...................

Almas Transportation 
Fund Donations

DONATIONS
In Honor of Cantor Michael Zoosman

Samuel Gompers-Benjamin Franklin 
Lodge No. 45

In Honor of Don & Becky Holliday

Bill & Nancy Lanham

In Honor of Fred & Imelda Evans

Bill & Nancy Lanham

In Honor of Ken Collins, Secret Pal

Bill Lanham

In Honor of Jesse & Sandy Villarreal

A Friend

In Honor of Len & Barbara Proden

A Friend

In Memory of Linda Harris

Fran & Frank Harris

In Memory of Themeos Drossos

Irwin B. Pescov

Other Donations

William R.Singleton Hope Lebanon
Lodge # 7



   almas alibi - 7

Imperial Potentate

A BIG THANK YOU,

I would like to thank all of you who bought the White House ornaments this year. 
I was able to sell a record number so  this will mean a very nice contribution to

Shriner’s Hospital, Philadelphia, PA  this year.

Fred Evans, P.P.



8 - almas alibi

Krazy Klown Korner

WANTED A FEW KLOWNS IN MENS CLOTHING WHO 
LOVE CHILDREN AND LOVE LOOKING WEIRD.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP IN PARADES AND ALMAS 
TEMPLE ACTIVITIES.

WE NEED YOU TO SHOW YOUR INNER AND OUTER 
SELVES AND MAKE CHILDREN AND ADULTS SMILE.

WE HAVE A KLOWN FIRE ENGINE THAT NEEDS 
DRIVERS AND HOSE MEN.

CONTACT WALTER SIMON, WEIRD WALLY 
AT 301-318-2485

Northwest/BCC Shrine Club

The NW-BCC Shrine Club meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall off Forest Glen Road. We have a monthly dinner 
meeting at $25.00 per person which includes appetizers, Main Course, salad and dessert. Twice a year we hold our 
meeting at the Old Europe Restaurant in the District.

Our next meeting will be on January 22, 2020 at 6:30 PM at the Knights of Columbus. The address is 5707 Rosen-
steel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910. At this meeting we will be discussing  the Bull and Oyster Roast that we put on 
each year in March. In 2020 the date will be March 15th. So mark your calendar and join us as we partake of Oysters, 
fried or raw, hot dogs for the kids young and old along with roast beef, baked beans, clam chowder, salads and all the 
fixings along with all the desserts you could want all for only $35.00 per person.

There will be the usual Trash to Treasure tables along with door prizes and lots of other things to keep you occupied 
while you enjoy the wonderful afternoon.

At our meetings all are welcome, including significant others, friends and family. We always welcome new members. 
If you are interested in attending or need additional information on anything call Walter Simon, the Secretary, at 
301-318-2485
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Northwest/BCC Shrine Club’s
Annual Bull and Oyster Roast

Sunday, March 15, 2020

Cost: $35.00 per person
Includes:

Raw Oysters & Clams, Fried Oysters, Hot Dogs, 
Sliced Beef, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, 
Clam Chowder, Home Made Desserts 

Soda & Beer

From 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Rosensteel Knights of Columbus Hall
9707 Rosensteel Avenue

Silver Spring, MD

Make your reservations no later than March 5, 2020 with:

Walter Simon     301- 318-2485
Jay Whitcomb  301-989-0121
George Stoklas  202-256-7448

Proceeds for the benefit of the NW/BCC Shrine Club and are not tax deductible.
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Congratulations Ill. Potentate on a successful Almas Brunch.  This year’s Brunch was fun and well attended.  The 
nautical theme was a fun change which kept the event fresh and full of good food.  As our brethren labor in the quar-
ries, it is important the Temple recognizes their spouses sacrifices to ensure the success of our mission.  

Our spouses make a sacrificial adjustment in lifestyle to support our Nobles; and it is far from easy.  It takes work, 
reflection, and re-commitment daily as we ask them to support us so we may improve the quality of life of an innocent 
child.  But, the beauty and blessings which derive from their sacrifice far outweigh the few missed personal events.  

We are honored to set aside a special day on the calendar to officially recognize temple’s spouses for what they do 
every single day throughout the year.  Our Nobles in service may wear the Fez; but our spouses command the home 
front.  Our spouses provide support, dedication, and commitment worthy of a medal!  

We must thank our Deity for our spouses and godly relationships.  May He continue to surround us with family which 
reflect our heart.  Our loved ones are slow to speak and quick to listen as we meet hurdles or success in our labors.  
They are the beacon of light to us, the Nobles, and we are truly and gratefully blessed to have them in our lives

2019 Almas Brunch
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Shriners International News
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Pictured (left to right ) 
H. I. Stroth ( Kosair Charities’ Board Chair

Rick Laird (Kosair Shrineers Potentate
John Piland (Executive Vice President and CEO of Shriners International

Keith Inman (Kosair Charities’ President
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Have you paid your 2020 Dues yet? 

If not, you can use WebFez at www.webfez.org 
Almas’s web site at www.almasshriners.org 

or call the 
Recorders Office at 202-898-1688.

Let’s get every ones dues paid today

Petition for Initiation and Membership in
Almas Shriners

To the Potentate, Officers and Nobles of Almas Shriners, situated in the Oasis of Washington, Desert of the District of 
Columbia: I, the undersigned, hereby declare that I am a Master Mason in good standing in ______________________ 
Lodge # ____ Located in _____________________. Which is a lodge recognized by or in amity with the conference of 
Grand Masters of North America. Furthermore, I have resided at my current address for not less than six(6) months, as 
required by the By-Laws of Shriners International. I respectfully pray that I may be made a Noble of the Mystic Shrine 
and become a member of your Temple. If I am found worthy and my request granted, I promise to conform to the Ar-
ticles of Incorporation and the By-Laws of Shriners International and the By-Laws and Ceremonies of your Temple.

Birthplace: ___________________________________ Date of Birth: ________________________
Were you ever a DeMolay? _______ If so, what was the Chapter Name and Location? _____________
Profession or Occupation: ___________________________________________________
Have you previously applied for admission to any Temple of the Order? ___________
If so, to what Temple? ___________________________________ When ? __________________

Residence Address:
Street: ___________________________ City: __________________ State: ____ Country: ______________ Zip: ____
Home Phone: _______________________________ Mobile Phone: ______________________________

Business Address:
Street: ___________________________ City: __________________ State: ____ Country: ______________ Zip: ____
Business Phone: _________________________________  E-mail Address: __________________________________

Hat Size: ________________  Spouses Name: ______________________________________________
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________ Date: _________________________

Print Full Name: ________________________________________________________________
                                                                 (Initials are not sufficient)

Recommended and vouched for on the honor of:

Noble: __________________________ Shrine # ________  Noble: ___________________________ Shrine# _______



Almas Shriners Sick and Shut-in Nobles, 
Give them a call or send them a card.

(as of 12-23-2019)
If you know of a Noble who is ill or shut-in please call 202-898-1688.

In Memoriam
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Paul Adams
2101 Deyerle Ave. # 318
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

540-333-5822

Scott Miskovic
Summit Place Assisted Living

491 Highway 17, # 232
Little River, SC  29566

843-685-5554

John G. Keim
2/8/1919 - 9/13/2014

Raymond B. Rankin
1/6/1923 - 12/3/2019
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        Please enroll me as a member of the 
100 Million Dollar Club

 _____ I have previously made a Will leaving a bequest to the Shrine Hospital for Children.
 _____ I have made a provision in my Will leaving a bequest to the Hospitals.
 _____ I prefer to make a cash contribution at this time of at least $100.00 which is tax deductible.

Make check payable to: Shriners Hospitals for Children 
and mail to

Almas Shriners, 1315 K Street, NW,  Washington, DC 20005

I am a member of _____________ Shrine.

Sign ___________________________ Shrine # _______ 

Address ____________________________City ______________ State _____ Zip _______

Please have the certificate read : _____________________________

Almas Yacht Club

Well a new year started but it seems we still have the same odd crew manning the ship. 
As we start this year our first port coincides with Chinese New Year which is January 
26, the Year of the Rat. Our get together is January 23rd. We will meet at Young Chow 
Asian, a Chinese restaurant at 312 Pennsylvania Ave. SE. We can park in the bank lot 
next door after 6 PM. As before enter through the alley on 4th Street. For those familiar 
with it, it is the same lot used by Naval Lodge Hall. The meal is $25 a person, drinks 
are separate on your own card. I arranged for a great selection on appetizers and meal 
courses. However we will not be eating duck, the scared beast of our club. Come join 
us, see what we’re about. Contact our Secretary, Fred Evans, 301-502-5062 or fevens@
verizon.net if you are joining us. If you can wear something rat related, just so we can 
celebrate the Year of the Rat.

As I am serving another year as your trusted Commodore, I see no reason to have a 
Ball, so we hope to have a Yacht Club Gala in February. Probably, Saturday, the 29th. 

It is in the planning stages but id held it will be held in the Shrine Center. We will be testing out the new arrange-
ments with the hotel, rooms and catering. So block that day out join your calendar and more information is forth 
coming.

Yours in the Faith and blarney

Jesse Villarreal
Commodore
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Deadline for the next 
alibi is the 5th of the month

Unless otherwise indicated proceeds from all activities advertised in this publication benefit 
Shrine Organizations only.  

They do not benefit Shriners Hospital for Children and are not tax deductible.

Editorial Staff

Frank Ireton - Potentate

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. - Recorder

Jennifer Murray - Editor

Mel Harrison - Proof Reader

 

You deserve more – an advocate that successfully defines and manages 
your risks. 

Early, Cassidy & Schilling, LLC is a regional, independently owned risk 
management firm with a global reach. Our experienced staff of specialists 
deliver customized insurance and risk control solutions to protect your 
business and support your company's goals. 

Our objective is to do all this and exceed your customer service expectations.

Phone: 301-948-5800 
15200 Omega Drive • Suite 100 
Rockville, MD 20850 
www.ecsinsure.com

Early, Cassidy & Schilling, LLC
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NW/BCC Shrine 
Club Meeting
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Motor Corp Mtg.
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Presidents Day
Temple Closed

Scottish Rite
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DON 

SE Shrine Club

 1                 

 1                               2                               3                              4                                         

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite

Annual Business 
Mtg & Budget  

DON
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Scottish Rite
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