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Nobles, 

I hope you and your families find yourselves well and in good spirits.  

 

National Wife Appreciation Day is celebrated on the third Sunday of

September and gives us an extra (I say extra because we should always be

doing this) chance to show them how much they mean to us.  My wife, Lady

Lesly, keeps me grounded and centered.  She inspires me to work hard, play

hard, and to always have something to bring to show we are improving

ourselves.  Lady Lesly, as I know your wives, ask us to take out the trash and

empty the dishwasher and change the oil, which is good with us because

those things need to get done anyway, and we like 

the idea of our ladies having an extra fifteen minutes or half-hour just for themselves.  The ladies,

we are bound to body and soul, are so many things to us.

Our wives do not often get appreciated for everything they do, because those things are taken for

granted.  Our wives are often in charge of shopping, cooking dinner, doing the wash, cleaning up

the house, taking care of the bills - everything while often still working their own jobs.  All those

things would probably not get done (in time anyway) if it were not for them.

  

Apart from all this work, our wives are extraordinarily strong; and according to Lady Lesly, the ones

to remain calm and collected during times of crisis.   Making sure everyone in the family is okay

before thinking about themselves.  Lady Lesly is always there for me with a word of wisdom and

advice, so much advise…; but most importantly, she (like your wives) are always there to celebrate

the good.  This year she awarded me her “Husband of The Year” award!  It only took me 21 years to

get!  Brings to question why I have never met her other Husband of the Year recipients! 

This day is about showing wives how crucial their work is; and how we, as their husbands, can and

should help a bit more around the house.   As for me, I will keep striving to fill her desires and

maybe one day, earn the opportunity to be fed before our dogs!  

In any case, show them your love and devotion; this, and every day!

S&F,

George Perez
Potentate



Constitution Day, also known as Constitution and Citizenship Day, honors the document which

guarantees us as Americans our essential rights.  Since its ratification on September 17, 1787, the

Constitution of the United States has served as the basis for all our laws.

Our Founding Fathers framed the Constitution carefully, distributing power between three

branches of government.  The Constitution outlines the government’s powers, the limitations on

those powers, and the rights of the citizens.    Our Founding Fathers recognized that this Great

Experiment society would evolve, and that the Constitution would require a mechanism for

making changes.  Thus, they included an outline for an amendment process to make changes in

the future.   In addition, they wanted to ensure making changes would require a proposed

amendment and that the proposed amendment must be ratified by three-fourths of states. 

In 1940, Congress and the President passed a resolution creating “I Am an American Day,”

observed on the third Sunday in May. In 1952, the holiday was renamed to “Constitution Day” and

moved to September 17, the day in 1787 in which the Constitution was signed.  In 2004, Congress

once again changed the name of the holiday to Constitution Day and Citizenship Day.
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The Almas Yacht Club is selling the 2020 White

House Holiday Ornaments again this year.  The cost

is $21 each.   This year’s ornament honors President

John F. Kennedy.   These ornaments are available

now and can be obtained by submitting an e-mail

order along with a check made payable to Almas

Yacht Club. Please send your order and payment to

Fred Evans (fwevans@verizon,net) or Jesse Villarreal

(jv1301@aol.com).  Do not wait till the last minute to

order.  Last year we ran out.

The ornaments are for the benefit of the Yacht Club

and are not tax deductible.
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On September 11, Patriot Day gives us time to reflect on

the devastating terror attacks which took nearly 3,000

lives.   We commemorate those who we lost and give

thanks to the brave first responders who put their lives

on the line. 

On the direction of the President, the flag of the United

States of America should be displayed on the homes of

Americans, the White House, and all United States

government buildings in the whole world. The flag

should be flown at half-staff as a mark of respect to

those who perished on September 11, 2001.   Many

Americans observe a moment of silence at 8:46 AM EST

marking the time the first plane flew into the World

Trade Center.

Take a moment this day to consider what we stand for as

a nation and how we can work together to make the

world a better place for all.
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Freemasonry has a storied history regardless of where it may be found or discovered, and the

country of Austria, is no different in that regard.   However, of all the many facets of The Craft,

Freemasonry in Austria is peculiarly interesting.   Having had the opportunity to visit with the

brothers here and see this uniqueness first hand, I can say without hesitation, the story of

Freemasonry in Austria is quite literally the embodiment of what it has meant to be brought

from the dark to the Light.

T H E  G R A N D  L O D G E  O F  A U S T R I A

B Y :  B R O .  K A L E B  L O P E Z

J U S T I C E - C O L U M B I A  L O D G E  N O .  3

To begin, The Craft in Austria was

banned and reinstated multiple

times throughout its history.  In 1743

by order of the Empress, Maria

Theresa I, Masonry and any Masonic

Lodge, was banned and ordered to

be closed.  Needless to say, because

of that, the practice ceased. 

Interestingly enough, her husband,

Franz Stephan von Lothringen, (later

the German Emperor Franz I.) was

initiated by a Deputation Lodge in

1731, 12 years previously, for political

reasons but was unable to prevent

the lodges from being banned and

closed. Empress Maria Theresa

feared the foreign influence of the

lodge and therefore would not allow
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brethren included Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, world renowned composer and musician.

Unfortunately, with many new and interesting things there are also those who would seek to not

fulfill the tenets of the order or adhere to the charges they received as brothers.   Due to this

increase of those whose work was not worthy of the craft and increasing tensions from religious

ideological relationships which were also political, Masonry, once again was ordered to extinguish

its light.   By 1973, the Emperor Franz Joseph II ordered all lodges go dark.    By the mid-1800s to

the late 1800s several developments in the region caused for Masonry to, once again, shine. 

Resulting from the defeat of the Austrian Military in the Battle at Königgrätz in 1866, the Austrian

government was weakened to the point there was no choice but to cooperate with their

conquerors, the Hungarians.   Through the Masonic influence within the Hungarian Empire and

the now, Austro-Hungarian Government, “Border Lodges” were formed or also known as

“Grenzlogen”.   From this dual influence more of an open-minded social restructuring took place

facilitating The Craft to, once again, gain traction and grow.

Resulting from several liberal societies groups, Freemasonry began to grow in ways that other

parts of the world, at that time, were already past but also very different in that the liberalness of

Freemasonry was not as traditional, but, more “secular” in its formation and application.   At that

time much of the “anchor” for Freemasonry came from many of the Jewish members who were

the mainstay of the Lodge till 1938.   There are many other facts and points to Freemasonry in

Austria to add but, for brevity, the main point is that Freemasonry went from the Dark to the Light

over a period in history which not only defined The Craft but Humankind as well.

the brothers to come together practicing Masonry. 

However, in 1754, through and by accredited diplomats,

the “Hanoverian Deputation Lodge "Aux Trois Coers"

(The three hearts) with several [members] of the

original Lodge "Aux Trois Canons" was established.  By

1777 The Craft spurned from the dark to the light and

several lodges were born.   By 1780, the neighboring

lodges in Germany formed several provincial lodges,

but it was not till April 24, 1784 that the Grand Lodge of

Austria was formed and completely independent from

any other country or governing body outside of

Austria.   Brothers of note and most honorable and

worthy brothers among the ranks of those early 
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Up to the events leading to WWII, The Craft shined and

then, again, was influenced by the forces and powers

being antithetical to what the tenet of Brother Love,

Relief, and Truth are. In fact, up to this point, the Grand

Lodge of London had given full recognition to the

Brothers in Austria whereas recognition from German

was withdrawn due to the many Jewish members,

much of the French influence, and the support of the

Scottish Rite within the Lodges of Austria who were

very pro-European leaning.  On account of the Austrian

Government being aligned with and part of the NAZI

Government, the Lodge again went dark and wasn’t

until 1945, after WWII that 48 brothers came together

again to reconstitute the Grand Lodge of Austria. With

a little help from brethren in the U.S. the Grand Lodge

of Austria reignited its light. The following years were,

nonetheless difficult to say the least and resulted in the

reestablishment of The Craft and two separate Grand

Lodges.  

The Grand Orient of Austria (1955) and the Grand Lodge of Austria of Ancient, Free and Accepted

Freemasons.   To Present Day, these two Grand Lodges are in full working order. Of interest with

the former, Grand Orient of Austria also known as the Independent Grand Lodge of Austria,

which has a very close French Influence there are over 400 members of both brothers and

sisters.  Suffice it to say, Freemasonry in Austria has its very storied past but a very clear future and

years to come will only show how much the Light will always overcome the dark.

Masonic labor is purely a labor of love. He who seeks to draw Masonic wages

in gold and silver will be disappointed. The wages of a Mason are in the

dealings with one another; sympathy begets sympathy, kindness begets

kindness, helpfulness begets helpfulness, and these are the wages of a

Mason.

 

                                     - Benjamin Franklin
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Paul Adams                  Scott Miskovic

1982 Donald P. McDade
1995 Charles W. Corey, III
1998 Grant R. Berning
1999 Ralph F. Connolly
2000 William M. Lanham
2001 Anthony S. Murray
2002 Donald M. Holliday, Sr.
2003 David W. Finn
2004 Kenneth J. Collins
2006 Lonnie L. Ramos
2007 Jeffrey G. Bodie
2009 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.

2010 Paul Friedlander
2011 Alan L. Gordon
2012 Ricardo Rodriguez Kroger
2013 Rick Hall
2014 John R. Garrison
2015 Luis G. Cisneros
2016 Fred W. Evans
2017 Michael A. Gordon
2018 Jeffrey D. Holt
2019 Frank Ireton



ELECTED DIVAN/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GEORGE PEREZ ........................................................202-999-0327

Potentate george-perez@outlook.com

GEORGE STOKLAS, JR. .........................................202-256-7448

Chief Rabban embcamera@aol.com

JESSE VILLARREAL .................................................703-282-6366

Assistant Rabban jv1301@aol.com

CARPENTER ARPA IV ..............................................703-863-1319

High Priest & Prophet jcarpa@hotmail.com

CHRISTOPHER S. DIPASQUALE ...................202-255-5969

Oriental Guide cdipasquale@hotmail.com

MICHAEL A. GORDON, P.P. .................................817-366-6377

Treasurer almas@michaelgordon.com

DONALD R. FERGUSON, SR. P.P. ..................202-898-1688

Recorder dferguson@almasshriners.org

APPOINTED DIVAN

DEREK M. RIVAS......................................................................757-632-8647

First Ceremonial Master iemailederek@gmail.com

SCOTT FARRELL ......................................................................662-889-9221

Second CeremonialMaster farrellalabama@gmail.com

BRUCE D. FRENCH ...............................................................301-942-0364

Director frenchbruce@hotmail.com

LARRY A.VILLEGAS-PEREZ .............................................202-421-4652

Marshall larryavp@gmail.com

SCOTT C. JACOBS .................................................................443-878-2042

Captain of the Guard cpojake@gmail.com

OMAR LORENZO .....................................................................787-671-3160

Outer Guard omarlorenzo@hotmail.com

WALTER F. SIMON ..................................................................301-318-2485

Chaplain velvel13@yahoo.com

JEFFREY G. BODIE, P.P. ....................................................240-477-0058

Chaplain senicajgb@comcast.net

COLONEL’S STAFF

PAUL FRIEDLANDER, P.P. ..................................................301-949-6211

Colonel of the Units eod1blue@aol.com

FRANK IRETON, P.P. .............................................................301-254-5893

Lt. Colonel of the Units fireton@mac.com

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Raymond F. McMullen ................................................................Recorder

George E. Whetzel ..........................................................................Recorder

Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ....................................................................Trustee

Melvin E. Harrison ............................................................................Treasurer

Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ........................................................................Treasurer

MEMBERSHIP

Derek M. Rivas, Chairman .................................202-880-9733

Scott Farrell ...................................................................662-889-9221

Geoff Newman .............................................................301-452-5841

POTENTATE’S ADVISORS

Fred W. Evans, P.P. 

Melvin E. Harrison

Edwin J. Whitcomb

FINANCE AND REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE

Mike Gordon, P.P. Chairman

Fred W. Evans, P.P.

Geoffrey Newman
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COMMITTEES

100 Million Dollar Club, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. .........................................202-898-1688

50 Year Members & Past Potentate’s Lunch, ...........................................................202-999-0327

By Laws, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. .............................................................................202-898-1688

Children’s Holiday Party, George Perez ........................................................................202-999-0327

Custodian of Candidates, William M. Lanham, P.P. .............................................301-622-0492

Endowment, Wills & Gifts, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., ..................................202-898-1688

Financial Oversight & Real Estate, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. .............................817-366-6377

Golf Tournament, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .................................................................301-648-0800

Hospital Representative, Paul Friedlander, P.P. .........................................................301-949-6211

International Member Relations, Michael A. Gordon,P.P. ................................817-366-6377

Installation, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ................................................................................301-648-0800

Potentate's Tea, George Perez .............................................................................................202-999-0327

Memorial Service, Walter Simon & Jeffery D. Bodie, P.P. ...................................301-318-2485

Potentate’s Ball, George Perez ............................................................................................202-999-0327

Public Relations, Lawrence S. Farrell ...............................................................................662-889-9221

Photographer, Larry Villegas-Perez ...................................................................................202-421-4652

Sick & Shut-In, Bruce D. French ...........................................................................................301-942-0364

UNIT HEADS

Klowns, Walter F. Simon (Director) .....................................................................................301-318-2485

Greeters, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ................................................................................................301-570-8865

Legion of Honor, Scott Jacobs (Commander) .........................................................443-878-2042

Motor Corps, Eddie Dixon (Director) ................................................................................301-254-2087

Provost Guard, Fred W. Evans, P.P. .....................................................................................301-460-1982

CLUB HEADS

Cast, Jean Paul Dongmo (Director) ...................................................................................240-375-4581

Cabiri, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. (President) ......................................................202-898-1688

Northwest-BCC Shrine Club, George Stokals, Jr. (President) .......................202-256-7448

Peruvian Shrine Club, Jose Boggio (President) .....................................................703-930-4007

Southeast Shrine Club, Fred W. Evans, P.P. (President) .....................................301-460-1982

Shepherds Club, Carlos Landazuri (President) .........................................................703-282-7612

Yacht Club, Jesse Villarreal (Commodore) .................................................................703-282-6366

Club Shriners del Uruguay

Alfonso Manuel Perez Cobas (President) .......................................aperezcobas@gmail.com

Club Shriners Brazil-ES, Brazil

Eduardo Antonio Bertacchi Uvo (President) ........................................................5527-99874930

Almas Brasilia Shriners Club

Germano Cesar de Oliveira ............................................................. germanocesar@hotmail.com

Austria Shrine Club, Johannes Kollar (President)

UK Shrine Club,

INSURANCE ADVISORY

Scott Wallace, Chairman

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.,

Donald M. Holliday, Sr. P.P.,

Alan L. Gordon, P.P.,

JURISPRUDENCE AND
LAW

Donald Hadley, Temple Attoney

WAREHOUSE

Paul Friedlander, P.P. Manager

Frank Ireton, P.P. Asst. Manager

SPHINX CLUB BOARD
 OF DIRECTORS

Melvin E. Harrison, 

President

Bruce McMullen, 

Vice President 

Richard E. Hassler, 

2nd Vice President

Mike Gordon, P.P.

William D. Hines

George Perez, Potentate

George Stoklas, Chief Rabban

Alan L. Gordon, P.P., Treasurer

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.,

Secretary
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