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P O T E N T A T E ' S  M E S S A G E

The Past Potentates Luncheon on May 13th is dedicated to all our Past Potentates - without their leadership and
selfless contributions, Almas Shrine Temple would not be what it is today. We will also be presenting the Shrine 50-
year Pin to deserving noble/s. This pin is a great way to represent a noble’s dedication as a Shriner.  
It is my hope that you will take the time to join me at this event so we can thank each of our Past Potentates for their
hard work and support, which in turn has allowed us to sustain our temple and help many children throughout the
years. Many Thanks to all our Leaders.  
 
Mothers’ Day falls on Sunday, May 14th and I must say Happy Mothers’ Day to all our Almas ladies who are mothers.
You all deserve much more than a day per year, but it is good to take this opportunity to recognize the incredible
responsibility and achievement that comes with this invaluable (and I am sure at times exhausting) role. I truly hope
all your children treasure everything that you have done for them. 
If you are like me, you have a special place in your brain for all the indelible lessons your mother instilled in you over
decades. Admittedly, some of them are just great advice while others resulted from my wandering beyond the
guardrails. My parents had an expression for me and my siblings that we were “on a long leash but with a tight grip”.
She fostered our independence and individuality, but always built on a solid foundation of kindness, respect and
good decision making.   
 
Turning to Memorial Day on May 29th, I often step back and think how amazingly fortunate we are to live in a
country with such ingrained freedom and liberty. As we all know, but need to constantly remember, this only exists
as a result of all those who have protected these principles over the last nearly 250 years, many losing their lives on
our behalf. It is those whom we honor on Memorial Day each year. From the brave souls who originally fought for our
independence to the most recent individuals around the globe who have laid their lives on the line to defend our
beliefs and way of life, We and our future generations are all eternally indebted.  
 
Though it acts as the “official” start of summer, we must remember to remember the real meaning of Memorial Day,
all those who have enabled us to live every day as free individuals enjoying “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”. 

Yours in the faith,

Potentate
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Nobles, 

First, I would like to commend our Colonel of the Units, Illustrious Sir Frank Ireton and all the
nobles that participated in last month's Cherry Blossom Parade for a job well done. This was a
great opportunity to showcase our temple and Shriners Children Hospital not only to the local
community but also to the out of town visitors that day. Thank you for taking the time to make
this event a success.

The month of May brings us three important events – Past Potentates & 50-year member
luncheon on the 13th, Mothers’ Day on the 14th, and Memorial Day on the 29th.  



P A S T  E V E N T  P I C T U R E S
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Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of  Italy

While attending the Annual Grand Communication of the Grand Lodge of Italy with MW Annas
Kamara in Rimini, Italy, I had the opportunity to meet Noble Maurizio Mancuso, President, Emirate
Shrine Club, Rome. It was also great of the nobles from Naples and Naval Air Station Sigonella Italy
to approach me when they learned I was the Potentate of Almas Shriners



P A S T  E V E N T  P I C T U R E S
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Mid Atlantic Shrine Association



P A S T  E V E N T  P I C T U R E S
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Cherry Blossom Parade Pictures



M O N T H L Y  M U S I N G S
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F A M O U S  F E Z E S
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Source and read more:



U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
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UPCOMING EVENTS

May 6, 12:30 PM - Yacht Club Shakedown Cruise - See flyer below RSVP due by May 4th

May 13, 2023, 12 Noon - Past Potentates' Luncheon and Members with 50 Years Membership. 
 See flyer below for more information.  

July 4, 2023 - Independence Day Parade - National Mall - More details to follow. 

July 2023 - Crab Fest - More details to follow. 



U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

M A Y  2 0 2 3  I S S U E  4 ,  V O L U M E  9 9



C L U B  N E W S
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C L U B  N E W S
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F E Z  F O O D I E S

1 Basic Pie Crust
2 large eggs, at room temperature
1/2 c. butter, browned and cooled slightly
1/4 c. granulated sugar
1 c. dark brown sugar
1 tbsp. all-purpose flour
1 tbsp. whole milk
1 tbsp. bourbon
1 tsp. pure vanilla extract
2 c. pecans, chopped
4 oz. dark chocolate, chopped

Preheat oven to 375°. On a lightly floured surface, roll out dough into a 12” circle. Drape
over pie dish and gently press to fit, making sure there are no air bubbles. Trim edge to 1”
and tuck overhang under itself and crimp edges. Bake until lightly golden and only par-
baked, 15 minutes. 
Increase oven temperature to 400°. In a large bowl, beat eggs until slightly foamy, then
stir in browned butter, white sugar, and brown sugar. Whisk together until fully combined,
then stir in flour, milk, bourbon, and vanilla. Add pecans and chocolate chunks and stir
until fully combined. Pour mixture into par-baked pie crust. 
Bake 10 minutes, then lower oven to 325° and bake until top no longer jiggles in center, 40
to 50 minutes more. 
Let cool completely before slicing and serving

INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS TO MAKE DOUGH IN A STAND MIXER
1.

2.

3.

4.

https://www.delish.com/holiday-recipes/thanksgiving/recipes/a44665/dark-chocolate-
bourbon-pecan-pie-recipe/

D A R K  C H O C O L A T E - B O U R B O N  P E C A N  P I E
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F E Z  F O O D I E S

¼ cup peanut oil for frying
2 tablespoons butter
3 yellow plantains (very ripe), peeled and cut in 1-inch-thick slices
3 tablespoons brown sugar
¼ teaspoon salt (Optional)

INGREDIENTS

INSTRUCTIONS
Round up all your ingredients, and heat peanut oil and butter in a large skillet over medium-
high heat until butter begins to sizzle.

Gently toss plantain slices with brown sugar, then place into hot oil. Fry until plantains
begin to turn golden brown, then turn over, and continue frying until caramelized, about 2
minutes per side.

Drain plantains on a paper towel-lined plate and sprinkle with salt before serving.

Source:  https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/146246/sauteed-sweet-plantains-tajaditas-
dulces-de-platano/
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S A U T É E D  S W E E T  P L A N T A I N S

( T A J A D I T A S  D U L C E S  D E  P L A T A N O )



F E Z  F O O D I E S

corn on the cob
mayonnaise
cotija cheese

INGREDIENTS

INSTRUCTIONS
Grill the corn to give it a nice char and smokey flavor. 
Then slather in mayonnaise and cotija cheese, so they're bound to please any way you
make them. 

Source:  https://www.brit.co/food/recipes/cinco-de-mayo-recipes/
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G R I L L E D  C O R N  O N  T H E  C O B



F E Z  F I Z Z I E S

2 cups seedless watermelon cubes
1 lime wedge
1 pinch kosher salt
ice cubes
1 ½ fluid ounces silver tequila
¾ fluid ounce orange-flavored liqueur (such as Cointreau®)
¾ fluid ounce lime juice
1 thin slice jalapeno slice, plus more for garnish
1 watermelon wedge

Puree watermelon in a blender. Wipe the rim of a margarita glass with a lime wedge; dip
rim in salt.
In a cocktail shaker half-filled with ice, add tequila, orange liqueur, lime juice, jalapeño,
and 2 ounces of the watermelon puree. Shake until very cold.
Strain into prepared glass. Garnish with watermelon wedge and jalapeño slice.

INGREDIENTS

INSTRUCTIONS
1.

2.

3.

TIPS:
Instead of salt, you can also use coarse white decorating sugar for rimming.

Reserve remaining puree for up to 4 more cocktails.

Source:  https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/264845/spicy-watermelon-margarita/
.
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S P I C Y  W A T E R M E L O N  M A R G A R I T A



F E Z  F U N
M A Y  W O R D  S E A R C H
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F E Z  F U N

C O L O R I N G  S H E E T
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​M E M B E R S H I P

The Almas Shrine Legion of Honor held our regular meeting on October 6 th at Almas Shrine. This was our
first meeting since the MASA Fall Session and was our election for the officers that with serve for the next
two years 2023/2024. The following nobles where elected; Noble John Freemom, Commander, Noble
Harold Sebastian, Lt. Commander, Ill. Sir Tony Murray, PP/PIC, Adjutant, Noble Robin Bodie, Finance
Officer.

The purpose of the Legion of Honor it to perpetuate the memory of those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the service of their country. We cultivate a spirit of comradeship among the members and
foster Patriotism and a Love of Country.

If you are Shriner in good standing of a Shrine Center of this Order who is a member or former member of
the Armed Forces of the United States of America, or her Allies, and have received an Honorable Discharge
from your last service or can produce evidence of such honorable service, come join the unit.

The Almas Legion of Honor meets Six (6) times a year, following the Business Meeting of Almas Shrine on
the first Thursday of the month. (January, March, May, August, October, and December).

Almas Legion is a member of the Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association Legions of Honor and the International
Association Legions of Honor. MASA LOH has it’s annual meeting in spring and is set by the MASA LOH
Commander. The IALOH holds their annual meeting in the spring and is set by the International
Commander. The IALOH also conducts an annual Wreath Laying at the Tomb of the Unknown, in
Arlington, VA the first weekend of November each year. This has been done for over Forty (40) years. For
more information about the IALOH visit the Web at IALOH.org.

It is and Honor to be a member of the Legion of Honor. For information about the Almas Legion Contact
the Commander or Adjutant.

Anthony S. “Tony” Murray, PP/PIC
Adjutant, Almas Legion of Honor
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Almas Legion of Honor



How to download the My FezCard Viewer app to see their newly designed digital membership
car.
How the temple will identify the status of their membership (dues) status, through the My
FezCard Viewer and/or scanning of the QR Code on either the digital card or the gold-colored
hard membership card.
The discontinuation of the sticker mailers from Shriners International direct to members. 

For dues year 2023, to acknowledge the receipt of the dues (membership) payment, Nobles will
receive one communication, a 6x9 personalized postcard.  The post card informs Nobles of the
following: 

N E W  M E M B E R S H I P  A P P
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M E M B E R S H I P



​M E M B E R S H I P

During your next visit to Almas Temple, take some time to look at the Wall of Honor located in the area
outside the lounge between the two showcases. This project originated in 2016 with the purpose of
commemorating a Shriner who was in some way special to you. A relative who made you aware of the
Shriners organization and its philanthropy, someone who was a mentor, special friend or someone who
made a worthy contribution to a Shrine program. This person does not need to be a member of Almas;
they could be a member of any Shrine Temple. Some of those that have been honored may not be
known to many of our current members, but they were an inspiration to someone. 

Unfortunately, additions to the Wall have not been made for some time. Consider honoring someone in
your past who has assisted you along your way as a Shriner or who you think has been an inspiration to
you by placing a plaque in their name. 

The cost of a plaque is $100. For details on ordering a plaque, please contact Ill.
Fred Evans, PP.
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WALL OF HONOR



F E Z  F U N

W O R D  S E A R C H  A N S W E R S
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                    Scott Miskovic

                    Summit Place Assisted Living
                       491 Highway 17, No. 29566
                            Little River, SC 29566

                     843.658.5554

1982 Donald P. McDade
1995 Charles W. Corey, III
1998 Grant R. Berning
2000 William M. Lanham
2001 Anthony S. Murray
2002 Donald M. Holliday, Sr.
2003 David W. Finn
2004 Kenneth J. Collins
2006 Lonnie L. Ramos
2007 Jeffrey G. Bodie
2009 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.

2010 Paul Friedlander
2011 Alan L. Gordon
2012 Ricardo Rodriguez Kroger
2013 Rick Hall
2015 Luis G. Cisneros
2016 Fred W. Evans
2017 Michael A. Gordon
2018 Jeffrey D. Holt
2019 Frank Ireton
2020 George Perez
2021 - 2022 George Stoklas, Jr
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COMMITTEES

100 Million Dollar Club, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. .........................................202-898-1688
50 Year Members & Past Potentate’s Lunch, ...........................................................202-999-0327
By Laws, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. .............................................................................202-898-1688
Children’s Holiday Party, ........................................................................
Custodian of Candidates, William M. Lanham, P.P. .............................................301-622-0492
Endowment, Wills & Gifts, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., ..................................202-898-1688
Financial Oversight & Real Estate, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. .............................817-366-6377
Golf Tournament, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .................................................................301-648-0800
Hospital Representative, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ...................................................817-366-6377
International Member Relations, Michael A. Gordon,P.P. ................................817-366-6377
Installation, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ................................................................................301-648-0800
Potentate's Tea, .............................................................................................
Memorial Service, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ..............................................................................301-460-1982
Potentate’s Ball, ............................................................................................
Public Relations, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ..........................................................301-885-8541
Photographer, Larry Villegas-Perez ...................................................................................202-421-4652
Sick & Shut-In, Bruce D. French ...........................................................................................301-942-0364

UNIT HEADS



Klowns, E. Jay Whitcomb (Director) ...................................................................................301-586-0121
Greeters, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ................................................................................................301-570-8865
Legion of Honor, Omar Lorenz (Commander) ..........................................................787-671-3160
Motor Corps, Eddie Dixon (Director) ................................................................................301-254-2087
Provost Guard, Fred W. Evans, P.P. .....................................................................................301-460-1982



CLUB HEADS



Cast, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. (Director) ..................................................................................301-570-8865
Cabiri, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. (President) .......................................................301-885-8541
Northwest-BCC Shrine Club, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. (President) ...........301-648-0800
Peruvian Shrine Club, Marco A. Sevaadra (President) .........................................703-477-2814
Southeast Shrine Club, James W. Cloud, Jr. (President) ...................................301-460-1982
Shepherds Club, Carlos Landazuri (President) .........................................................703-282-7612
Yacht Club, Charles Carmichael (Commodore) ......................................................410-956-9618
Maharlika Club, Dominador Carreon (President) ..................................................240-475-2645

Club Shriners del Uruguay
Alfredo Morato' (President) .................................................................alfredomorato3@gmail.com
Almas Brasilia Shriners Club
Austria Shrine Club, Johannes Kollar (President)
UK Shrine Club,................................................................................................johannes.koller@gmx.com

INSURANCE ADVISORY



Scott Wallace, Chairman
Miguel Banagan

Daniel A. Huertas, PGM
Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney



JURISPRUDENCE AND LAW



Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney



WAREHOUSE



Frank Ireton, P.P., Manager



SPHINX CLUB BOARD

 OF DIRECTORS



Melvin E. Harrison, 
President



Bruce McMullen, 

Vice President 



Jeffrey D. Holt



Mike Gordon, P.P.



Fred W. Evans, P.P.



Carpenter Arpa, Potentate



Christopher S. DiPasquale, 
Chief Rabban



Alan L. Gordon, P.P., Treasurer



Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.,

Secretary
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ELECTED DIVAN/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CARPENTER ARPA IV 
Potentate 

CHRISTOPHER S. DI PASQUALE .
Chief Rabban

GEOFFREY NEWMAN
Assistant Rabban 

DOMINADOR CARREON
HighPriest & Prophet 

Charles L. Carmichael 
Oriental Guide 

MICHAEL A. GORDON, P.P. 
Treasurer 

DONALD R. FERGUSON, SR. P.P. ..................202-898-1688
Recorder dferguson@almasshriners.org
[If you need to contact a DIVAN please reach out to
Don Ferguson]

APPOINTED DIVAN

Jean-Paul Dongmo Sr.,...................................................... 240-375-4581
First Ceremonial Master  - frater_jp@yahoo.com

Anand Trivedi  .........................................................................202-253-0528
Second Ceremonial Master - anand@stjohnslodgedc.org

Matthew Miczynski ...............................................................630-877-1284
Director -  mattmiczyn@yahoo.com

Juan J. Tassano ..........................................................................
Marshall - tassanojuanj@gmail.com

John J. Pardalis  ....................................................................  862-812-2944
Captain of the Guard - jpardalis@yahoo.com

Eli Missouri  ............................................................................... 202-758-7944
Outer Guard - missoureli@gmail.com

Fred W. Evans, P.P. .............................................................. 301-502-5062
Chaplain -  fwevans@verizon.net

Jeffrey G. Bodie, P.P. .......................................................... 240-477-0058
Chaplain - senecajgb@comcast.net

Randall A. Schoch ................................................................... 301-437-7161
Chaplain - rabbirandy42@gmail.com

COLONEL’S STAFF

M. Frank Ireton, P.P. ..............................................................301-254-5893
Colonel of the Units fireton@mac.com

William G. Hinton, III ............................................................301-788-7954
Lt. Colonel of the Units bhinton@firehero.org

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Raymond F. McMullen ................................................................Recorder
George E. Whetzel ..........................................................................Recorder
Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ....................................................................Trustee
Melvin E. Harrison ............................................................................Treasurer
Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ........................................................................Treasurer

SPECIAL ADVISOR
MWB & Noble Annas Fadludeen Kamara,

Grand Master of Masons of the 
District of Columbia 2023

annasc@dcgrandlodge.org  ...................      301-325-9281






MEMBERSHIP
Dominador Carreon, Chairman ...................240-475-2645
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Almas Temple Chartered June 14, 1886
134 Years of Service
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