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I would like to commend our Colonel of the Units, Illustrious Sir Frank Ireton and all the nobles, their ladies,
family, and friends that participated in last month's Cherry Blossom Parade for a job well done. I know it was a
challenge to put this together since most of our nobles were either out of town or had other commitments,
but they still managed to showcase our temple and Shriners Children Hospital not only to the local
community but also to the out of town visitors that day. Thank you for taking the time to make this event a
success. 

We have three important events this month – The Almas Shriners Past Potentates & 50-year member luncheon
on May 11th, followed by a Mother’s Day Dinner Celebration presented by Maynilad Lodge #1521 and Maharlika
Shriners Club that evening, and the Almas Spring Ceremonial on the 16th.

The Past Potentates and 50-year member Luncheon on May 11th is dedicated to all our Past Potentates and
50-year members. - without their leadership and selfless contributions, Almas Shrine Temple would not be
what it is today. The 50-year pin is a great way to recognize a noble’s dedication to his temple as a Shriner. It is
my hope that you will take the time to join me at this event so we can thank each of our Past Potentates for
their hard work and support.

Mothers’ Day falls on Sunday, May 12th this year. I would like to greet all the ladies that are mothers a “Happy
Mother’s Day”. You all deserve much more than a day per year, but it is good to take this opportunity to
recognize the incredible responsibility and achievement that comes with this invaluable role.  A Mother’s Day
Celebration Dinner presented by Maynilad Lodge #1521 and Maharlika Shrine Club will be on the evening of
May 11th. This is open to our nobility (SEE FLYER FOR DETAILS).

Our Spring Ceremonial will be on Thursday, May 16th. This is a great opportunity to greet our newly created
nobles, participate or help our ceremonial cast and re-engage with old brethren. I hope you can all join us at
this important event. 

Yours in the faith,

 Potentate 2023-24
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Nobles and Ladies,

Greetings! 

While April is a mix of cold, dreary days and a few sunny ones here and there, May serves up
plenty of truly perfect days, full of sunshine and blooming flowers. May is a month of rebirth,
inspiration and excitement as we close out the first quarter of the year and look forward to
a long, relaxing summer. May, the month of sunshine, blooming flowers, and endless
possibilities."
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Potentate’s Ball
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Shriners Children’s Hospital Visit, Philadelphia
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May 11, 2024 from 11:30- 3:00 PM- Past Potentate’s Lunch $30/person (see flyer below)

May 11, 2024  from 7 - 11:30 PM - Mother’s Day Dinner $45/person (see flyer below)

May 16, 2024 at 7;30 PM - Spring Ceremonial

June 1, 2024 at 2  PM- Edmonston Days Parade (see flyer below)

June 29, 2024 - Blood Drive 8 AM- 1 PM (see flyer below)

July 4, 2024 - Nation Independence Day Parade (more info to come)
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UPCOMING EVENTS and HOLIDAYS
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Greeters Club
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2024 Christmas Ornament
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The Almas Shrine Legion of Honor held our regular meeting on October 5, 2023 at Almas Shrine. This was
our first meeting since the MASA Fall Session and was our election for the officers that with serve for the
next two years 2024/2025. The following nobles where elected; Noble John Freemom, Commander,
Noble Harold Sebastian, Lt. Commander, Ill. Sir Tony Murray, PP/PIC, Adjutant, Noble Robin Bodie,
Finance Officer.

The purpose of the Legion of Honor it to perpetuate the memory of those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the service of their country. We cultivate a spirit of comradeship among the members and
foster Patriotism and a Love of Country.

If you are Shriner in good standing of a Shrine Center of this Order who is a member or former member of
the Armed Forces of the United States of America, or her Allies, and have received an Honorable Discharge
from your last service or can produce evidence of such honorable service, come join the unit.

The Almas Legion of Honor meets Six (6) times a year, following the Business Meeting of Almas Shrine on
the first Thursday of the month. (January, March, May, August, October, and December).

Almas Legion is a member of the Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association Legions of Honor and the International
Association Legions of Honor. MASA LOH has it’s annual meeting in spring and is set by the MASA LOH
Commander. The IALOH holds their annual meeting in the spring and is set by the International
Commander. The IALOH also conducts an annual Wreath Laying at the Tomb of the Unknown, in
Arlington, VA the first weekend of November each year. This has been done for over Forty (40) years. For
more information about the IALOH visit the Web at IALOH.org.

It is and Honor to be a member of the Legion of Honor. For information about the Almas Legion Contact
the Commander or Adjutant.

Anthony S. “Tony” Murray, PP/PIC
Adjutant, Almas Legion of Honor
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Almas Legion of Honor
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INGREDIENTS
5 cups water
1 cup uncooked white long-grain rice
⅔ cup white sugar
½ cup milk
½ tablespoon vanilla extract
½ tablespoon ground cinnamo

INSTRUCTIONS
Pour water and rice into a blender; mix until rice begins to break up, about 1 minute. Let rice
and water stand at room temperature for at least 3 hours.

Strain rice water into a pitcher and discard rice. Stir in sugar, milk, vanilla, and cinnamon.

Chill thoroughly before serving over ice.

Source: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/141828/lolas-horchata/
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INGREDIENTS
1 (18.25 ounce) package Swiss chocolate cake mix (such as Duncan Hines®)
1 ¼ cups chocolate milk
½ cup canola oil
3 eggs
1 teaspoon instant espresso powder
1 (14 ounce) can sweetened condensed milk
¾ cup half-and-half
¾ cup evaporated milk
3 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder
1 cup confectioners' sugar
½ cup unsweetened cocoa powder
3 cups heavy whipping cream

DIRECTIONS
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour a 9x13-inch pan.1.
Beat cake mix, chocolate milk, canola oil, eggs, and espresso powder together in a large bowl with an
electric hand mixer on a low speed until dry ingredients are moistened. Increase speed to medium
and continue beating another 2 minutes; pour into prepared pan.

2.

Bake in the preheated oven until a toothpick inserted into the center comes out clean, about 35
minutes. Remove cake from the oven and allow it to cool in the pan until it is no longer hot to the
touch. While the cake is still warm, poke lots of holes all over the cake with a small skewer or a fork.

3.

Whisk sweetened condensed milk, half-and-half, evaporated milk, and 3 tablespoons cocoa powder
together in a bowl until cocoa is mostly incorporated into the liquid; slowly pour the milk mixture
evenly over the cake. Allow the cake to cool completely as the liquid soaks into it.

4.

Sift confectioners' sugar and cocoa powder together in a bowl.5.
Beat heavy whipping cream in a stand mixer on medium speed for about 1 minute. While continuing
to mix, add sugar-and-cocoa mixture to the cream in 2 batches, allowing the first to incorporate
before adding the second. Increase mixer speed to medium-high; beat until soft peaks form and the
cream is thickened and spreadable. Spread chocolate whipped cream on the cake to serve.

6.

Source: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/229054/chocolate-tres-leches-cake/
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C H O C O L A T E  T R E S  L E C H E S  C A K E

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/229054/chocolate-tres-leches-cake/
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For dues year 2023, to acknowledge the receipt of the dues (membership) payment, Nobles will
receive one communication, a 6x9 personalized postcard.  The post card informs Nobles of the
following: 

How to download the My FezCard Viewer app to see their newly designed digital membership
car.
How the temple will identify the status of their membership (dues) status, through the My
FezCard Viewer and/or scanning of the QR Code on either the digital card or the gold-colored
hard membership card.
The discontinuation of the sticker mailers from Shriners International direct to members. 

N E W  M E M B E R S H I P  A P P
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During your next visit to Almas Temple, take some time to look at the Wall of Honor located in the area
outside the lounge between the two showcases. This project originated in 2016 with the purpose of
commemorating a Shriner who was in some way special to you. A relative who made you aware of the
Shriners organization and its philanthropy, someone who was a mentor, special friend or someone who
made a worthy contribution to a Shrine program. This person does not need to be a member of Almas;
they could be a member of any Shrine Temple. Some of those that have been honored may not be
known to many of our current members, but they were an inspiration to someone. 

Unfortunately, additions to the Wall have not been made for some time. Consider honoring someone in
your past who has assisted you along your way as a Shriner or who you think has been an inspiration to
you by placing a plaque in their name. 

The cost of a plaque is $100. For details on ordering a plaque, please contact Ill.
Fred Evans, PP.
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WALL OF HONOR

M E M B E R S H I P
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                    Scott Miskovic

                    Summit Place Assisted Living
                       491 Highway 17, No. 29566
                            Little River, SC 29566

                     843.658.5554

1995 Charles W. Corey, III
1998 Grant R. Berning
2000 William M. Lanham
2001 Anthony S. Murray
2002 Donald M. Holliday, Sr.
2003 David W. Finn
2004 Kenneth J. Collins
2006 Lonnie L. Ramos
2007 Jeffrey G. Bodie
2009 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr.
2010 Paul Friedlander

2011 Alan L. Gordon
2012 Ricardo Rodriguez Kroger
2013 Rick Hall
2015 Luis G. Cisneros
2016 Fred W. Evans
2017 Michael A. Gordon
2018 Jeffrey D. Holt
2019 Frank Ireton
2020 George Perez
2021 - 2022 George Stoklas, Jr
2023 Carpenter Arpa IV
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COMMITTEES

100 Million Dollar Club, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ................................202-898-1688
50 Year Members & Past Potentate’s Lunch, ...................................................202-999-0327
By Laws, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ....................................................................202-898-1688
Children’s Holiday Party, ........................................................................
Custodian of Candidates, William M. Lanham, P.P.......................................301-622-0492
Endowment, Wills & Gifts, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., .........................202-898-1688
Financial Oversight & Real Estate, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ...................817-366- 6377
Golf Tournament, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .........................................................301- 648-0800
Hospital Representative, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ........................................817- 366- 6377
International Member Relations, Michael A. Gordon,P.P. ......................817- 366- 6377
Installation, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ........................................................................301- 648-0800
Potentate's Memorial Service, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ......................................301- 460- 1982
Potentate’s Ball, 
Public Relations, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ...............................................301- 885- 8541
Photographer, Larry Villegas-Perez ........................................................................202-421-  4652
Sick & Shut-In, Bruce D. French ................................................................................301- 942- 0364

UNIT HEADS

Klowns, E. Jay Whitcomb (Director) ..............................................................................301-586-  0121
Greeters, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ..............................................................................................301-570-8865
Legion of Honor, John D Freemon (Commander) ...............................................423-794-9002
Motor Corps, Eddie Dixon (Director) ..............................................................................301-254-2087
Provost Guard, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ...................................................................................301-460-1982

CLUB HEADS

Cast, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. (Director) ..................................................................................301-570-8865
Cabiri, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. (President) .......................................................301-885-8541
Northwest-BCC Shrine Club, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. (President) ...........301-648-0800
Peruvian Shrine Club, Marco A. Sevaadra (President) .........................................703-477-2814
Southeast Shrine Club, Terry Royce (President) .....................................................301-452-8540
Shepherds Club, Carlos Landazuri (President) .........................................................703-282-7612
Yacht Club, Charles Carmichael (Commodore) ......................................................410-956-9618
Maharlika Club, Generoso Calonge    (President) ..................................................703-203-4416

Club Shriners del Uruguay
Daniel Godoy Vattaone (President)..............................................ingdanielgodoy@gmail.com
Almas Brasilia Shriners Club
AustriaShrineClub,JohannesKoller(President)         ............johannes.koller@gmx.com

INSURANCE ADVISORY

Scott Wallace, Chairman
Miguel Banagan

Daniel A. Huertas, PGM
Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney

JURISPRUDENCE AND LAW

Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney

WAREHOUSE

Frank Ireton, P.P., Manager

SPHINX CLUB BOARD
 OF DIRECTORS

Melvin E. Harrison, 
President

Bruce McMullen, 
Vice President 

Jeffrey D. Holt

Mike Gordon, P.P.

Fred W. Evans, P.P.

Carpenter Arpa, Potentate

Dominador Carreon
Chief Rabban

Alan L. Gordon, P.P., Treasurer

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.,
Secretary
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ELECTED DIVAN/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CARPENTER ARPA IV 
Potentate 

DOMINADOR CARREON.
Chief Rabban

CHARLES L. CARMICHAEL
Assistant Rabban 

WILLIAM G. HINTON III
High Priest & Prophet 

JUAN J. TASSANO
Oriental Guide 

MICHAEL A. GORDON, P.P. 
Treasurer 

DONALD R. FERGUSON, SR. P.P. ................202-898-1688
Recorder dferguson@almasshriners.org
[If you need to contact a DIVAN please reach out to
Don Ferguson]

APPOINTED DIVAN

Anand Trivedi .............,....................................First Ceremonial Master 

John J. Pardalis  ....................................Second Ceremonial Master 

Mark A. Dela Cruz  ............................................................................ Director 

William H. Hinton...............................................................................Marshall 

Generoso Calonge .............................................Captain of the Guard

Jeremy Barnes ...........................................................................Outer Guard

Fred W. Evans, P.P. ...............................................................301-502-5062
Chaplain -  fwevans@verizon.net

Jeffrey G. Bodie, P.P. ......................................................... 240-477-0058
Chaplain - senecajgb@comcast.net

Randall A. Schoch ................................................................301-437-7161
Chaplain - rabbirandy42@gmail.com

COLONEL’S STAFF

M. Frank Ireton, P.P. ..............................................................301-254-5893
Colonel of the Units fireton@mac.com

Charles “Chuck” Russell .....................................................410-231-8200
Lt. Colonel of the Units charles.c.russell@gmail.com

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Raymond F. McMullen ..................................................Recorder
George E. Whetzel ............................................................Recorder
Anthony S. Murray, P.P. .................................................Trustee
Melvin E. Harrison .............................................................Treasurer
Alan L. Gordon, P.P. .........................................................Treasurer

SPECIAL ADVISOR
MWB & Noble Annas Fadludeen Kamara,

Past Grand Master of Masons of the 
District of Columbia 2023

MEMBERSHIP
Charles L, Carmichael Chairman .................443-388-4900
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Almas Temple Chartered June 14, 1886
137 Years of Service

Almas Alibi
1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202.898.1688
Fax: 202.789.1148
almasshriners.org
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