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POTENTATE'S MESSAGE

Nobles and Ladies,

| hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday Season and had the chance to spend time
with family and friends while enjoying a well deserved time off.

Congratulations to the newly elected 2025 Potentate and Divan-and best wishes for
a successful year. | look forward to serving and having fun programs with you in 2025.

Lady Marcia and | want to personally thank both the elected and appointed Divan
for all the great work and support throughout my two term as Potentate.

| also would like to take the opportunity at this time to thank the past Potentates for their wise counsel
and all of the nobility for the confidence and trust you have afforded me to serve as your Potentate over
the last two years and four months. | must admit it has been a challenging but rewarding experience.

Our next business meeting will be this Thursday, January 2, 2025 at 7:30 pm. Please let our recorder
know if you plan to attend so he can provide the caterer an accurate dinner count. As this will be the
last business meeting that | will be presiding as your Potentate, | hope to see most of you in attendance.

The open installation of our new Potentate and Divan will be this Saturday, January 4, 2025 at 10.00 AM
in our ballroom. Please let our recorder know if you plan to attend so he can give the caterer an
accurate count for lunch.

May the New Year bring you warmth, love, and a renewed sense of hope. Let's erase all worries and
embrace the new opportunities for a year of achievements and fulfilled aspirations. Happy 2025! Here's

to a year of good health, lots of love and plenty of laughter!

Yours in the faith,

aFTN

Potentate 2023 & 2024
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PAST EVENT PICTURES

Almas SE Shrine Club and Mini Motor Unit Installation of Officers
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PAST EVENT PICTURES

Almas Shriner’s Christmas Party
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PAST EVENT PICTURES

Almas Shriner’s Christmas Party
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PAST EVENT PICTURES

Almas Dirty Santa
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PAST EVENT PICTURES

Almas Ugly Sweater Contest
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PATIENT NEWS

This rare disorder causes stiff joints and abnormal muscle
development. It can lead to a limited range of motion in wrists,
hands, elbows, shoulders, hips, knees and ankles. Sometimes,
the motion is so limited that the joint is fixed and there’s no
movement at all.

Arthrogryposis has no known cure, but because the physicians
at Shriners Children’s have treated thousands of children with
this disorder, Andrea knew that her baby was in good hands.

Over the years Noemi has benefited from a range of treatments
including casting, orthotics, and corrective surgeries. These
interventions have changed the course of her life. Without
them, Noemi wouldn’t be able to walk, but with them, her
mobility and independence are flourishing.

Thanks to treatment, Noemi can complete many activities of
daily life. P.E. is one of her favorite classes, and a special
program at Shriners Children’s has helped her realize another
dream. Through BikeFit, Noemi was gifted and trained on an
adaptive bike. Now she can experience the joy of peddling and
cruising alongside her siblings and friends.



JANUARY 2025 ISSUE 12, VOLUME 100

MONTHLY MUSINGS




JANUARY 2025 ISSUE 12, VOLUME 100

UPCOMING EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS and HOLIDAYS

Thursday, January 2, 2025 - 7:30 PM - Almas Temple Business Meeting

Saturday, January 4, 2025 - 10 AM - Almas Temple Installation of Officers

Thursday, January 23, 2025 - 7 PM - Almas Yacht Club Change of Watch Dinner

Friday, January 24, 2025 - 6:30 - 11 PM - Fez Friday - Almas Temple (see flyer for more details)
Sunday, February 2, 2025 - Chinese New Year Parade (More details to follow)

Friday, February 21, 2025 - Hospitality 4 - 10 PM - MAASYC Commodores’ Ball

Saturday, February 22, 2025 - Cocktails at 6 PM and Dinner at 7 PM - MAASYC Commodores’
Ball (see flyer for details)

Saturday, April 5, 2025 - 6 PM - Potentate’s Ball (see flyer below for more details)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ALMAS SHRINERS 2025

ELECTED DIVAN

DOMINADOR S. CARREON------------- POTENTATE

CHARLES L. CARMICHAEL------------ CHIEF RABBAN

WILLIAM G. HINTON IIT------------ ASSISTANT RABBAN

JUAN J. TASSANO--------=---------- HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET
ANAND TRIVEDI------------------- ORIENTAL GUIDE

DONALD FERGUSON, SR., P.P.------- RECORDER

MICHAEL A. GORDON, P.P.---------- TREASURER

APPOINTED DIVAN

MARK A. DELA CRUZ---------------- FIRST CEREMONIAL MASTER
WILLITAM H. HINTON---------------- SECOND CEREMONIAL MASTER
JEREMY BARNES-------------------- DIRECTOR

ROBERTO FLORIDA------------------ MARSHAL

LAWRENCE TIAMSON-=---------------- CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
CHRIS BRAGADO------=-------------- OUTER GUARD

JEAN PAUL DONGMO----------------- AIDE TO THE POTENTATE
JEFFREY BODIE-------------------- CHAPLAIN

FRED EVANS - - - - - - - - mm oo oo o - - CHAPLAIN

GENEROSO CALONGE----------------- AMBASSADOR

SPECIAL ADVISOR: ILLUSTRIOUS SIR CARPENTER ARPA., IV, P.P.
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January Birthdays

Orrin Champlain, IlI

Antoninio Hipolito

Fadi Sarkis

Ricardo M. Solano Suarez

Adam C. Duncan

Glenn J. Amodeo

Dean D. Howard

Rhadyno P. Cayman

Enzo D. Rosa Macchiavello

Edward L. Dixon

Philip E. McAllister

Craig R. Lasher

Hector C. Alonso

Alfred R. Ohtersen, Sr

Eli Missouri

Thomas E. Reinhardt

Guenter Nebel

Benjamin Fe'

Adrian M. Crampton

John J. Pardalis

Daniel R. Scheetz, P.P.

Reynaldo B. Regis

Jesse F. Goodson, Jr

Erwin D. Villanueva

Brian L. Rothe

Jorge Gaston Gabito Mira

William D. Artman

Ralph E. Pearson

Nelson A. Cardozo Pereira

Maurice A. Herbert

Marcelino C. Casapao

Debra A. Ferguson

Robert E. Collins, I

Paul L. Baker

Edward A. James

Emeric C. Debor

Luis J. Martinez

Moritz A. Cohen, Jr

Selim P. Salem

Robert Kreutzer

Thomas M. Treu

Shawn M. Roberts

Barry L. Whaley

Robert J. Burrows

David L. Andrukitis

Jose Pablo Rostkier

Victor L. Morgan, Jr

Luis A. Buldain Gazzave

Janmark S. Odones

Robert G. Hight, Jr.

Mark A. Dela Cruz

Jeffrey A. Norvell
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CLUB NEWS

Greeters Club
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CLUB NEWS

Almas Legion of Honor

The Almas Shrine Legion of Honor held our regular meeting on October 3, 2024 at Almas Shrine. This was
our first meeting since the MASA Fall Session and was our election for the officers that with serve for the
next two years 2025/2026. The following nobles where elected; lllustrious Sir Carpenter Arpa 1V,
Commander, Noble Dominador S Carreon, Lt. Commander, lll. Sir Tony Murray, PP/PIC, Adjutant,
Noble Robin Bodie, Finance Officer.

The purpose of the Legion of Honor it to perpetuate the memory of those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the service of their country. We cultivate a spirit of comradeship among the members and
foster Patriotism and a Love of Country.

If you are Shriner in good standing of a Shrine Center of this Order who is a member or former member of
the Armed Forces of the United States of America, or her Allies, and have received an Honorable
Discharge from your last service or can produce evidence of such honorable service, come join the unit.

The Almas Legion of Honor meets Six (6) times a year, following the Business Meeting of Almas Shrine on
the first Thursday of the month. (January, March, May, August, October, and December).

Almas Legion is a member of the Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association Legions of Honor and the International
Association Legions of Honor. MASA LOH has it's annual meeting in spring and is set by the MASA LOH
Commander. The IALOH holds their annual meeting in the spring and is set by the International
Commander. The IALOH also conducts an annual Wreath Laying at the Tomb of the Unknown, in
Arlington, VA the first weekend of November each year. This has been done for over Forty (40) years. For
more information about the IALOH visit the Web at IALOH.org.

It is and Honor to be a member of the Legion of Honor. For information about the Almas Legion Contact
the Commander or Adjutant.

Anthony S. “Tony” Murray, PP/PIC
Adjutant, Almas Legion of Honor
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GENERAL INFO

ONE FRANKLIN SQUARE PARKING RATES WITH
VALIDATION

Monday — Friday 10:00 AM - 11:59 PM $3.00
Saturday & Sunday $10.00

If you stay past midnight rates will change
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CLUBS

Almas Shriners Clubs and Units
Page 4

Almas Yacht Club

The Almas Yacht Club was formed to provide an organization for those Shriners interested in sailing on the
wiaters surrounding the Cheszapeakes Bay.

The conception of the Almas Yacht Club was the result of a group of Almas Shriners interested in forming
such a club in 1955, The yacht club, consisting of 23 members, became an entity in 1956 when it receivwed
its charter. The first Bridge consisted of the following: Commodore = Alton 5. Bradford, Vice Commodaors -
Edward C Baltz, Rear Commadore = Robert Doing, Fleet Captain = Garrett Beitzell, Secretary = lack . Blank,
Treasurer = Roy Lyman Sexton.

hdembership in the Yacht Oub has fluctuated over the years. From its meager beginning of 23 members, it
grew to 86 by 1987 and had a fleet of 54 boats ranging in size from 12 feet to 67 feet in length. Records are
a bit sketchy from the early years, but by 1982, membership had decreased to 70 members with 27 boats.
Im 1991 there were 57 members and 22 boats; 1999 had 3T members and 13 boats; in 2012 there were 43
members and ¥ boats.

The decreasing boat numbers dictated that we had to change the foous of the club from one of boating
activities to include land functions as well where we would meet at a variety of restaurants or similar
locations to conduct meetings and take care of the business of the club. We still maintained owr
membership in the Mid-Atlantic Association of Shrine Yacht Clubs [PMAASYC) where we would meet at a
selected location for the annual summer rendervous. Mamy members of the other yacht cubs in MAASYL
wiould bring their boats and engage in a friendly competition of a boat parade, boat decoration and other
fun activities. We also participated in the activities of the annual Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association [MASA)
where the seweral Shrine Temples engaged in a variety of club competitions which would culminate in the
annuzl parade.

The ultimate goal of the numerous activities of the temple yacht clubs was to win the Evers Trophy, a large
trophy warded to the yacht club which amassed the most points over 3 twelve-maonth period beginning
with the MASA convention parade were the Shrine Centers compete with their floats and marching umnits.
The name *Almas” appears an this trophy several times.

From the outset, it should be noted that owr Ladies hawe always been an intricate part of the Yacht Oub.
COneer the years they have provided delicious meals and refreshments at many of our functions and assisted
im many of our activities. We will always be grateful for their willingness to be an active part of the club.

Although it has been necessary to change some of our boating activities, we hawve never compromised owr
enthusiasm, zeal or amny of our Shrine principles to enjoy good fellowship, welcome new Nobles and their
Ladies into our club, provide support to the members when needed, and support the Shriners Hospitals for
Childremn.

The Yacht Club extends an invitation to all Shriners to investigate and join in owr activities and consider
becoming a member. Ownership of a boat k= not necessary.
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CHRISTMAS MARGARITA

Ingredients

e 1Tbsp.

sparkling sugar

1 tsp. kosher salt

1 lime wedge

For the drink:

4 oz. cream of coconut, whisked

4 oz. silver tequila

2 oz. orange liqueur (such as Cointreau)

e 11/2 oz. fresh lime juice, plus 2 lime wheels, for garnish
e 2 maraschino cherries, for garnish

Instructions

e For the rim: Place the sparkling sugar and salt on a small plate and carefully toss to combine. Run
a lime wedge around the rims of 2 glasses, then dip the rims in the sugar mixture.

e 2For the drink: Fill a cocktail shaker with ice. Add the cream of coconut, tequila, orange liqueur,
and lime juice. Shake for 10 to 20 seconds to chill thoroughly.

e 3Strain the cocktail into the 2 glasses, being careful not to splash the rims. Garnish each with a
lime wheel and a maraschino cherry.

Source:
https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/food-cooking/recipes/a62990126/christmas-margarita-recipe/
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STEAK DIANE

Ingredients
e 2(8-0z.) strip steaks
e Kosher salt, to taste
e Black pepper, to taste
e 2 Tbsp. salted butter
e 2 Tbsp. olive oil
e 1smallred onion, finely diced
e 3garlic cloves, sliced
e 1tsp.fresh thyme leaves
e 1/2c. brandy
* 1c. heavy cream
e 1Tbsp. whole-grain mustard
e 1 Tbsp. balsamic reduction
e 3 Tbsp. minced chives, for sprinkling

DIRECTIONS

1. Heat a large heavy-bottomed skillet over medium-high heat.

2.Season all sides of the steaks generously with salt and pepper.

3.Heat the butter and oil in the skillet. Add the steaks, and cook to the desired temperature, about 3
minutes per side for medium-rare (130°F internal temperature). Remove the steaks to a cutting
board to rest.

4.Add the onion, garlic, and thyme to the steak drippings in the skillet, and cook over medium-high
heat, stirring, to soften, 2 to 3 minutes. Remove the skillet from the heat. Add the brandy and stir to
combine. Return to the heat and deglaze the pan, scraping the bottom with a wooden spoon to
release all the flavorful bits. Stir in the heavy cream, mustard, and balsamic reduction, and bring to a
simmer. Season with a pinch of salt and pepper, and let cook to thicken, about 2 minutes. Remove
from the heat.

5.To serve, slice the steaks and shingle the pieces on a platter or plates. Spoon the sauce on top and
sprinkle with the chives.

Source: https://www.thepioneerwoman.com/food-cooking/recipes/a61827998/steak-diane-recipe/
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MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERSHIP APP

For dues year 2024 to acknowledge the receipt of the dues (membership) payment, Nobles will
receive one communication, a 6x9 personalized postcard. The post card informs Nobles of the
following:

e How to download the My FezCard Viewer app to see their newly designed digital membership
car.

e How the temple will identify the status of their membership (dues) status, through the My
FezCard Viewer and/or scanning of the QR Code on either the digital card or the gold-colored
hard membership card.

e The discontinuation of the sticker mailers from Shriners International direct to members.
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MEMBERSHIP

WALL OF HONOR

During your next visit to Almas Temple, take some time to look at the Wall of Honor located in the area
outside the lounge between the two showcases. This project originated in 2016 with the purpose of
commemorating a Shriner who was in some way special to you. A relative who made you aware of the
Shriners organization and its philanthropy, someone who was a mentor, special friend or someone who
made a worthy contribution to a Shrine program. This person does not need to be a member of Almas;
they could be a member of any Shrine Temple. Some of those that have been honored may not be

known to many of our current members, but they were an inspiration to someone.

Unfortunately, additions to the Wall have not been made for some time. Consider honoring someone in
your past who has assisted you along your way as a Shriner or who you think has been an inspiration to
you by placing a plague in their name.

The cost of a plaque is $100. For details on ordering a plaque, please contact Ill.
Fred Evans, PP.
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Scott Miskovic

Summit Place Assisted Living
491 Highway 17, No. 29566
Little River, SC 29566

843.658.5554
1995 Charles W. Corey, lli 2012 Ricardo Rodriguez Kroger
1998 Grant R. Berning 2013 Rick Hall
2000 William M. Lanham 2015 Luis G. Cisneros
2001 Anthony S. Murray 2016 Fred W. Evans
2002 Donald M. Holliday, Sr. 2017 Michael A. Gordon
2003 David W. Finn 2018 Jeffrey D. Holt
2004 Kenneth J. Collins 2019 Frank Ireton
2007 Jeffrey G. Bodie 2020 George Perez
2009 Donald R. Ferguson, Sr. 2021 - 2022 George Stoklas, Ir
2010 Paul Friedlander 2023 Carpenter Arpa IV

20711 Alan L. Gordon
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COMMITTEES

INSURANCE ADVISORY
100 Million Dollar Club, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ..., 202-898-1688
50 Year Members & Past Potentate’s LUNCH, ... 202-999-0327 Scott Wallace, Chairman
By Laws, Donald R. FErguson, Sr., P.P. ......cecccssssssssssssssssseeseen 202-898-1688 Miguel Banagan
Children’s Holiday Party, ... Daniel A. Huertas, PGM
Custodian of Candidates, William M. Lanham, P.P...... . 301-622-0492 Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney
Endowment, Wills & Gifts, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P., ... 202-898-1688
Financial Oversight & Real Estate, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ... 817-366- 6377 JURISPRUDENCE AND LAW
Golf Tournament, Anthony S. MUrray, P.P. ... 301- 648-0800
Hospital Representative, Michael A. Gordon, P.P. ..., 817- 366- 6377 .
International Member Relations, Michael A. Gordon,P.P. ... 817- 366- 6377 Neil E. Hare, Temple Attorney
Installation, ANthony S. MUITAY, P.P. ..o 301- 648-0800
Potentate's Memorial Service, Fred W. Evans, P.P. ..., 301- 460- 1982 WAREHOUSE
Potentate’s Ball,
Public Relations, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. ... 301- 885- 8541 Frank Ireton, P.P., Manager
Photographer, Larry Villegas-Perez 202-421- 4652
Sick & Shut-ln, BrucCe D. FIENCK oo 301- 942- 0364 SPHINX CLUB BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
UNIT HEADS Melvin E. Harrison,
Klowns, E. Jay WHItCOMD (DIF€CEOT) oo 301-586- 012] President
Greeters, Alan L. GOrdon, P.P. ... onesssessiissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 301-570-8865
Legion of Honor, Carpenter Arpa (COMMAaNAEN)... cooeeovoereceessersscessseen 703-863-1219 Bruce McMullen,
Motor Corps, EAdie DIXON (DIFECLON) w..oveeeeeeseeesessesssessseessessssssseessesssesssn 301-254-2087 Vice President
Provost Guard, Fred W. EVANS, P.P. ... eeeeeceeeeeeeieseeeveeseeeevssssessssseessonns 301-460-1982
Jeffrey D. Holt
CLUB HEADS
Mike Gordon, P.P.
Cast, Alan L. Gordon, P.P. (DIr@CLOI) .eeceeeeeeeieneeeeceeeneeesesseeseseseesssssssssssssssssssssens 301-570-8865
Cabiri, Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P. (President) ..., 301-885-8541 Ered W. Evans. P.P
Northwest-BCC Shrine Club, Anthony S. Murray, P.P. (President) ........... 301-648-0800 ’ B
Peruvian Shrine Club, Marco A. Sevaadra (President) ... 703-477-2814
Southeast Shrine Club, Terry Royce (PreSident) ......eeresseressn 301-452-8540 Carpenter Arpa, Potentate
Shepherds Club, Carlos Landazuri (President) ..o, 703-282-7612
Yacht Club, Charles Carmichael (Commodore) ... 410-956-9618 Dominador Carreon
Maharlika Club, Generoso Calonge (President) .......eevcoinnceeecenene, 703-203-4416 Chief Rabban
Club Shriners del Uruguay
Daniel Godoy Vattaone (President)......cccomrervvocissenee, ingdanielgodoy@gmail.com  Ajgn L Gordon, P.P. Treasurer
Almas Brasilia Shriners Club
AustriaShrineClub,JohannesKoller(President) ... johannes.koller@gmx.com

Donald R. Ferguson, Sr., P.P.,
Secretary
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ELECTED DIVAN/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CARPENTER ARPA IV
Potentate

DOMINADOR CARREON.
Chief Rabban

CHARLES L. CARMICHAEL
Assistant Rabban

WILLIAM G. HINTON Il
High Priest & Prophet

JUAN J. TASSANO
Oriental Guide

MICHAEL A. GORDON, P.P.
Treasurer

DONALD R. FERGUSON, SR. P.P. ............ 202-898-1688
Recorder dferguson@almasshriners.org

[If you need to contact a DIVAN please reach out to
Don Ferguson]

SPECIAL ADVISOR

MWB & Noble Annas Fadludeen Kamara,
Past Grand Master of Masons of the
District of Columbia 2023

MEMBERSHIP
Charles L, Carmichael Chairman ................ 443-388-4900

APPOINTED DIVAN

Anand TrvVedi ... e First Ceremonial Master
John J. Pardalis ..., Second Ceremonial Master
Mark A. Dela CrUZ ....eeeeseceseeesssssessmsssssssssssssesee Director
WA H. HINEON ..o Marshall
Generoso CaloNge ..., Captain of the Guard
Jeremy Barnes ..o eeeeeseeseeesnesssnne Outer Guard
Fred W. EVans, P.P. .. sensesecsneennens 301-502-5062

Chaplain - fwevans@verizon.net

Jeffrey G. Bodi€, P.P. .o 240-477-0058
Chaplain - senecajgb@comcast.net

Randall A. SChOCH ... 301-437-7161
Chaplain - rabbirandy42@gmail.com

COLONEL’S STAFF

M. Frank [reton, P.P. ... e 301-254-5893
Colonel of the Units fireton@mac.com

Charles “Chuck” RUSSEIl ..., 410-231-8200
Lt. Colonel of the Units charles.c.russell@gmail.com

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Raymond F. McMullen ..., Recorder
George E. Whetzel ..., Recorder
Anthony S. Murray, P.P. ... Trustee

MelViN E. HArriSON weeeeeveeennsssssssssnenssssssssssnens Treasurer

Alan L. Gordon, P.P. ..., Treasurer
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Almas Alibi
1315 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202.898.1688
Fax: 202.789.1148
almasshriners.org
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Almas Temple Chartered June 14, 1886
137 Years of Service



